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Ten presidential candidates in the November Democratic debate - US Sen. Cory Booker; US Rep. Tulsi Gabbard; US 
Sen. Amy Klobuchar; South Bend, Indiana, Mayor Pete Buttigieg; US Sen. Elizabeth Warren; former Vice President 

Joe Biden; US Sen. Bernie Sanders; US Sen. Kamala Harris; and businessmen Andrew Yang and Tom Steyer. 
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MESSAGE FROM CHAIRMAN 

DON PETITMERMET 

 

Dear Members: 

Lǘϥǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ Ŧŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƭƛŜǎΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ LǘΚ  Lǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ Ƨǳǎǘ 

yesterday that I was penning a similar greeting at the end of 

2018.   

As is generally the case, this is the time of year when we 

typically take a quick glance back to see what we have 

accomplished, what we did right, and what we could have 

been done better.  More importantly, we also look ahead 

and try to chart a course for the future. 

This past year saw us make some great strides toward 

energizing our fellow Republicans, and residents of the 

County in general.  There were several social or public 

ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƻǳǊ .ŀǊƴ 5ŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά²ŀƭƪ !ǿŀȅέ 

event in Rehoboth Beach.  There have been numerous, 

thoughtfully written, engaging Letters to Editors and 

Commentaries that have appeared in newspapers.  And, of 

course, there was the cumulative effort of our elected 

Republican officials at all levels who worked tirelessly 

toward advancing our views. 

But 2019 will soon be in the rear view mirror, and we need 

to look toward to 2020.   

What lies ahead?  Clearly, it will be challenging. The 2020 

election cycle will quickly take center stage.  Being a 

Presidential election year, Republican officials at every level 

will be under intense pressure from opponents.  I expect 

they will be required to undergo substantial personal 

sacrifice on our behalf.   

What can we do?  Quite simply, we need to support them 

as much as we can.  Financial support is a given--please 

consider donations to candidates at all levels, from our  

 

 

 

 

 

President, right on down the line.  And, please, do not 

overlook our own County Party operation, which requires 

financial support to conduct our daily business of growing 

the Party and Get out the Vote efforts.   

Equally important is your time.  I strongly encourage you all 

to step forward and make yourself available as a volunteer.  

Call your candidate or candidates of choice and put your 

name on their volunteer list.  Door knocking, sign holding, 

and phone calls are just a few of the ways you can be of 

assistance.  It is often seemingly thankless work, but a 

ǎǘǊƻƴƎ άƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƎŀƳŜέ ƛǎ ǾƛǘŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 

between victory and defeat, especially in local contests 

where races are won or lost, literally, by a handful of votes 

So, over the next few weeks, take a bit of time to relax, 

enjoy your families, be thankful for all of the blessings we 

have, and reflect on your lives, remembering the true 

meaning of these special days we celebrate. Then, get ready 

for next year.  It is bound to be a wild ride! 

       Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, Don  

 

 
 

SCRC Core Principles We believe this nation's greatest strengths lie 

in the basic freedoms and protections guaranteed by our Constitution, 

the individual enterprising spirit it encourages, the prosperity and 

productivity it fosters, the limited role it envisions for its government, 

and the shining example it provides to the world.  
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Chairperson - Jane Brady 

 

 

 
Senate Minority Leader ð Gerald Hocker  

 

 

 
House Minority Leader ð Danny Short  

 

KEEP SUSSEX RED 
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State Senator Featured  
 

 
            Senator Gerald Hocker  District 20  
Gerald C. Hocker was elected as a State Senator from 
the 20th District in 2012, having previously served as 
State Representative 38th District for 10 
years.  Presently, his district includes Millsboro, 
Dagsboro, Frankford, Millville, Bethany Beach, South 
Bethany Beach, Selbyville, and Fenwick Island. 
 
A lifelong native of Sussex County, raised in Millville, 
DE, he attended Lord Baltimore High School, and later 
received a Bachelor of Science degree in Business 
Administration from the University of Delaware in 1971. 
 
Before serving in public office, Senator Hocker built 
several small businesses locally as well as renovating 
and reconstructing existing ones, was involved in 
numerous community organizations, served on various 
business boards, and received numerous awards and 
decorations in recognition for his service.   
 
Those awards included the 1996 Hall of Fame Award 
from the Bethany-Fenwick Area Chamber of 
Commerce, the Veterans of Foreign Wars Award "For 
Meritorious and Distinguished Service in Furthering the 
Aims and Ideals for the Veterans of Foreign Wars of 
the United States, and the Certificate of Appreciation 
Award from the United States Coast Guard for 
"Recognition of Notable Services which have assisted 
greatly in furthering the aims and function of the Coast 
Guard Station-Indian River Inlet.ò 
 
Senator Hocker currently serves on several 
Committees, including Corrections and Public Safety, 
Energy, Environmental and Natural resources, Rules 
and Ethics, and the Legislative Council.  Additionally, 
he has authored over 100 pieces of legislation. 
Senator Hocker has been married to his wife Emily for 
50 years, has five children and thirteen grandchildren. 
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Sussex County State Senators  
 

 
Senator Ernesto Lopez  

District 6 Lewes, Rehoboth,Bethany Beach  

 

 
Senator Dave Wilson  

District 18  Slaughter Beach,Ellendale, Greenwood  

 

 

 
Brian Pettyjohn  

District 19  Georgetown, Bridgeville, Seaford  

 

 
Senator Bryant Richardson  

District 21  Laurel, Seaford  

 

 

 

 

FIND YOUR SENATOR on 

Delaware.gov 

Scroll to Bottom of first page 

Enter your address  

Click Find My Senator    Click search  

 

 
 

Map Instructions: Click on a shaded area on the map 
for your Senator 
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 Sussex County Representatives Featured 
 

 

State Representative Bryan Shupe Biography 

State Rep. Bryan Shupe has earned a reputation as an 

experienced leader and entrepreneur in the communi 

where he was born and raised. 

Growing up in Milford, Rep. Shupe is a graduate of Milford 

High School and earned a bachelor's degree in political 

science from the University of Delaware. 

 Returning to Milford in the years that followed, Bryan 

ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ-focused internet media 

outlet, Milford Live.  Shortly afterward, he met his wife 

Sherry and together they opened a second business in 

downtown Milford, FurBaby Boutique & Doggie Daycare. 

 Bryan came to the House of Representatives as an adept 

public servant having served as a Milford Councilman and 

ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ aŀȅƻǊΦ  Over his four-year tenure in the latter 

post, Rep. Shupe was a key contributor to several successful 

economic development efforts, including the creation of the 

new Bayhealth Sussex Campus, the expansion of Nemours 

Pediatric Hospital to Sussex County, and the redevelopment 

of the former Milford Hospital property on Clark Avenue. 

 In addition to his responsibilities to the 36th 

Representative District, Rep. Shupe is member of the 

Delaware Boys & Girls Club Board of Trustees, a member of 

the Milton Theatre Board of Directors and serves as a 

volunteer for the Milford School District and Downtown 

Milford Inc. At Legislative Hall, Rep. Shupe has quickly 

become a voice for positive change, advocating for 

programs to provide high school students with alternative 

paths to successful careers, and increasing the availability of 

skilled nurses and primary care physicians in Delaware. 
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 State Representative Jesse Vanderwende Biography  

A local farmer and businessman, State Rep. Jesse Vanderwende 

represents the rural 35th District. 

A Sussex County native, he graduated from Woodbridge High 

School and earned an associate degree in Agribusiness from 

Delaware Technical and Community College. Born in 1987, Rep. 

±ŀƴŘŜǊǿŜƴŘŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ 

members.  However, his history of public service and community 

leadership belies his youth.  He is a former president and current 

member of the Bridgeville Kiwanis Club; a former president of the 

Delaware Soybean Board; and a former president and present 

member of the Sussex County Farm Bureau.  He also sits on the 

Delaware State Fair Board of Directors.  

The Vanderwende Family raises chickens and cultivates 

watermelons, grains, sweet corn and peas on approximately 4,000 

acres in the Greenwood-Bridgeville area.  They also run a dairy 

operation, milking a herd of 250 Holsteins. 

Jesse is perhaps best known for his co-ownership and 

ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ±ŀƴŘŜǊǿŜƴŘŜΩǎ CŀǊƳ CǊŜǎƘ LŎŜ /ǊŜŀƳΣ ŀ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ 

and wholesale ice cream business with locations in Bridgeville, 

Greenwood and Dewey Beach. 

As one of the few active farmers in the Delaware General 

Assembly, Rep. Vanderwende has become a leading advocate for 

ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ƻŦ 5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜΩǎ ŦŀǊƳ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǘƻǇ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ  His first-hand small business experience has 

informed the ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ƻƴ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘƛƴƎ 

entrepreneurs.  

Rep. Vanderwende rarely seeks media attention, preferring 

to work quietly in his district and at Legislative Hall on 

problems directly impacting his constituents.  He has not 

hesitated to take on complicated issues, including leading 

ŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŀƴǘƛǉǳŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 

drainage and flood control network. 

Rep. Vanderwende is married to his wife, Taylor.  

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


