
Sussex	Academy	Summer	Reading	2016	for	Phoenix	Team	
	

This	summer	you	will	need	to	read	two	books	from	the	appropriate	grade	level	list.		You	will	need	
to	pick	one	of	the	books	by	Jordan	Sonnenblick	and	one	of	the	remaining	books	from	the	list.		You	
may	read	both	books	by	Jordan	Sonnenblick	to	complete	the	summer	requirements.		You	must	
complete	FOUR	summaries	for	EACH	book.		If	you	choose	to,	you	may	complete	summaries	for	each	
and	every	chapter	in	the	book.		You	may	find	that	completing	a	chapter-by-chapter	summary	is	
easier	–	especially	if	you	struggle	with	summarizing	large	amounts	of	text	in	a	coherent	manner.		
This	is	only	offered	to	students	on	the	Phoenix	Team.	

• You	will	need	to	summarize	what	happens	in	the	first	quarter-of-the	book,	halfway	through	
the	book,	three-quarters	of	the	way	through	the	book,	and	at	the	end	of	the	book	OR	a	
summary	for	each	individual	chapter.	

• Please	make	sure	that	you	stop	at	the	end	of	a	chapter	when	you	write	your	summary,	not	in	
the	middle	of	the	chapter.		This	would	only	apply	to	the	quarterly	summaries.	

• Please	write	your	first	and	last	name	at	the	top	of	each	page	along	with	the	book	title	
(underlined	and	capitalized	correctly	please).	

• Please	submit	on	the	first	day	of	school	to	your	reading	teacher	on	lined	paper.	No	Folders!		
You	will	be	able	to	staple	your	work	prior	to	submitting.	

• Please	write	on	the	front	and	back	of	your	lined	paper.	
• Please	consider	using	unused	paper	from	your	current	RNB.		Be	kind	to	our	earth	and	use	

the	resources	you	already	have	available.	
	

What	Is	Summarizing?	
Summarizing	is	how	we	take	large	amounts	of	text	and	whittle	it	down	to	the	bare	essentials:	the	
gist,	the	key	ideas,	and	the	main	points	that	are	worth	mentioning	and	remembering.	It	is	the	
condensing	of	a	larger	work	into	the	most	basic	and	important	ideas.		
	
A	summary	for	a	fictional	novel	is	a	short	description	of	the	most	important	events	in	a	story.			The	
summary	will	tell	what	happens.		When	summarizing	a	story,	the	reader	needs	to	include	important	
information	about	the	characters,	plot,	and	setting.	
	
Please	DO	the	following:	

• tell	what	happens	in	the	story	
• include	the	most	important	information	about	the	characters,	plot	and	setting	
• write	clearly	so	that	someone	who	has	not	read	the	book	understands	what	the	book	is	

about.		
• WRITE	LEGIBLY!		If	I	cannot	read	it,	I	cannot	grade	it!			

	
Please	DO	NOT	do	the	following:	

• write	down	everything		
• write	down	next	to	nothing		
• copy	word	for	word		
• make	predictions	
• express	your	opinions	
• quote	the	text		
• repeat	dialogue	

	
	
Someone	who	has	not	read	the	book	you	have	summarized	should	be	able	to	understand	the	

storyline	when	they	read	your	summaries.	



Phoenix	Team:	7th	Grade	Reading	List	
	
Zen	and	the	Art	of	Faking	It,	by	Jordan	Sonnenblick	(realistic	fiction)	
	
Meet San Lee, a (sort of) innocent teenager, who moves against his will to a new town. Things get interesting when 
he (sort of) invents a new past for himself, which makes him incredibly popular. In fact, his whole school starts to 
(sort of) worship him, just because he (sort of) accidentally gave the impression that he’s a reincarnated mystic. 
  
When things start to unravel, San needs to find some real wisdom in a hurry. Can he patch things up with his family, 
save himself from bodily harm, stop being an outcast, and maybe even get the girl? 
	
Curveball:	The	Year	I	Lost	My	Grip,	by	Jordan	Sonnenblick	(realistic	fiction)		
	
There’s nothing All Star pitcher Peter Friedman loves more than baseball. He breathes it, dreams it, and works his 
tail off to be great. Most kids are nervous about starting high school, but when you’re the star athlete, girls, 
popularity, and all-around stud status are sure to follow. 
  
Then a pitching accident over the summer ruins Pete’s arm. If he can’t play baseball in high school, what is he 
supposed to do? If he isn’t the star pitcher, then who is he? To make matters more complicated, there’s something 
going on with Pete’s grampa -- he’s acting weird and keeps forgetting important things. 
  
The only person Pete can confide in is Angelika, the amazingly cute girl in his photography class who might like 
Pete as much as he likes her . . . Only, Angie doesn’t know if she can date someone who can’t be honest with 
himself, or with the people he’s closest to.	
	
Ender’s	Game,	by	Orson	Scott	Card	(science	fiction)		
	
In order to develop a secure defense against a hostile alien race's next attack, government agencies breed child 
geniuses and train them as soldiers. A brilliant young boy, Andrew "Ender" Wiggin lives with his kind but distant 
parents, his sadistic brother Peter, and the person he loves more than anyone else, his sister Valentine. Peter and 
Valentine were candidates for the soldier-training program but didn't make the cut--young Ender is the Wiggin 
drafted to the orbiting Battle School for rigorous military training. 
 
Ender's skills make him a leader in school and respected in the Battle Room, where children play at mock battles in 
zero gravity. Yet growing up in an artificial community of young soldiers, Ender suffers greatly from isolation, 
rivalry from his peers, pressure from the adult teachers, and an unsettling fear of the alien invaders. His 
psychological battles include loneliness, fear that he is becoming like the cruel brother he remembers, and fanning 
the flames of devotion to his beloved sister.  
 
Is Ender the general Earth needs? But Ender is not the only result of the genetic experiments. The war with the 
Buggers has been raging for a hundred years, and the quest for the perfect general has been underway for almost as 
long. Ender's two older siblings are every bit as unusual as he is, but in very different ways. Between the three of 
them lie the abilities to remake a world. If the world survives, that is. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Popular:	How	a	Geek	in	Pearls	Discovered	the	Secret	to	Confidence,	by	Maya	van	Wagenan(realistic	fiction)		
	
Can curlers, girdles, Vaseline, and a strand of pearls help a shy girl become popular? 
Maya Van Wagenen is about to find out.  
 
Stuck near the bottom of the social ladder at “pretty much the lowest level of people at school who aren’t paid to be 
here,” Maya has never been popular. But before starting eighth grade, she decides to begin a unique social 
experiment: spend the school year following a 1950s popularity guide, written by former teen model Betty Cornell. 
 
The real-life results are hilarious, painful, and filled with unexpected surprises. Told with humor and grace, Maya’s 
journey offers readers of all ages a thoroughly contemporary example of kindness and self-confidence, along with a 
better understanding of what it means to be popular.	
	
The	Boy	Who	Dared,	by	Susan	Campbell	Bartoletti	(historical	fiction)		
	
A Newbery Honor Book author has written a powerful and gripping novel about a youth in Nazi Germany who tells 
the truth about Hitler 
 
Bartoletti has taken one episode from her Newbery Honor Book, HITLER YOUTH, and fleshed it out into thought-
provoking novel. When 16-year-old Helmut Hubner listens to the BBC news on an illegal short-wave radio, he 
quickly discovers Germany is lying to the people. But when he tries to expose the truth with leaflets, he's tried for 
treason. Sentenced to death and waiting in a jail cell, Helmut's story emerges in a series of flashbacks that show his 
growth from a naive child caught up in the patriotism of the times , to a sensitive and mature young man who thinks 
for himself.	
	
Michael	Vey:	The	Prisoner	of	Cell	25,	by	Richard	Paul	Evans	(science	fiction)		
	
To everyone at Meridian High School, fourteen-year-old Michael Vey is nothing special, just the kid who has 
Tourette’s syndrome. But in truth, Michael is extremely special—he has electric powers. Michael thinks he is unique 
until he discovers that a cheerleader named Taylor has the same mysterious powers. With the help of Michael’s 
friend, Ostin, the three of them set out to discover how Michael and Taylor ended up with their abilities, and their 
investigation soon brings them to the attention of a powerful group who wants to control the electric teens—and 
through them, the world.	
	
Life	as	We	Knew	It,	by	Susan	Pfeffer	(futuristic)		
	
I guess I always felt even if the world came to an end, McDonald’s still would be open. 
 
High school sophomore Miranda’s disbelief turns to fear in a split second when an asteroid knocks the moon closer 
to Earth, like "one marble hits another." The result is catastrophic. How can her family prepare for the future when 
worldwide tsunamis are wiping out the coasts, earthquakes are rocking the continents, and volcanic ash is blocking 
out the sun? As August turns dark and wintery in northeastern Pennsylvania, Miranda, her two brothers, and their 
mother retreat to the unexpected safe haven of their sunroom, where they subsist on stockpiled food and limited 
water in the warmth of a wood-burning stove. 
 
Told in a year’s worth of journal entries, this heart-pounding story chronicles Miranda’s struggle to hold on to the 
most important resource of all—hope—in an increasingly desperate and unfamiliar world 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Running Dream, by Wendelin Van Draanen (realistic fiction) 
  
Jessica thinks her life is over when she loses a leg in a car accident. She’s not comforted by the news that she’ll be 
able to walk with the help of a prosthetic leg. Who cares about walking when you live to run? 
  
As she struggles to cope, Jessica feels that she’s both in the spotlight and invisible. People who don’t know what to 
say act like she’s not there. Jessica’s embarrassed to realize that she’s done the same to a girl with CP named Rosa. 
A girl who is going to tutor her through all the math she’s missed. A girl who sees right into the heart of her. 
  
With the support of family, friends, a coach, and her track teammates, Jessica may actually be able to run again. But 
that’s not enough for her now. She doesn’t just want to cross finish lines herself—she wants to take Rosa with her. 
	
	


