
Renovo, Pennsylvania 
     Renovo is a borough in Clinton County, Pennsylvania, located on the West 
Branch Susquehanna River, and along Pennsylvania's Bucktail State Park Natural 
Area, centered on Pennsylvania Route 120, which winds through the surrounding 
mountains following the river. The economy of Renovo and the surrounding area 
had been primarily based on lumbering, until the first-growth forest was almost 
entirely stripped away, and the industry collapsed. 

   Renovo was built for and by the Philadelphia & Erie Railroad as the midpoint 
between Philadelphia and Erie. The P&E RR, along with many other relatively 
smaller lines eventually became incorporated into the Pennsylvania Railroad, at 
the time, the largest corporation in the world, with an annual GPO larger than the 
Federal Government and is the only corporation in history to have paid out 
dividends due to its profitability for 100 years. 

   History shows that, before the town was completely built out, Renovo was 
known and advertised as a "resort town in the mountains.". As long as the 
Railroad prospered, the town was a bustling and humming hive of human activity. 
However, decline in demand for both passenger and freight transportation via the 
Railroad, and the closing of the Pennsylvania Railroad's Shop facilities in the 
1960s tolled the death knell for Renovo as an enterprising town with a future. Its 
present population is less than 1500 where it was once around 5,000. The change 
in human activity over the years hasn’t dimmed or substantially altered the 
natural beauty of this Allegheny Mountain area of the Larger Appalachian 
Highlands. 

   Yes, you could say that Renovo is dying economically, but the natural splendor 
of the area, its remoteness, and the allure of its twisty mountain roads make it the 
perfect destination for a RetroTour to the past. Prepare yourself for a vintage 
motorcycle trip back through time! 

   As with most motorcycle trips, getting there is half the fun. The first day’s ride 
takes us about 125 miles. We can visit an ancient coal mine then spend the night 
close to Bill’s Old Bike Barn. We’ll visit for an hour or two Saturday morning then 
‘head for the hills’, carving past covered bridges and across vast State Game 
Lands. The Endless Mountains do seem to stretch forever, and towards the end 
of the day, we descend a torturous mountain road, then detour slightly to check 
out the mountain scenery and the mighty river 1,000 feet below Hyner’s View. 
Finally, we drop down to the river bed and follow it into Renovo, where we stay at 
Yesterday’s, formerly the YMCA, built in 1925. The place is a jewel, with a 
nostalgic bar and a restaurant just off the lobby, plus 2 manual pin set bowling 
alleys in the basement, the last in the state. 

   The ride home Sunday is electrifying, as we pass through Bloody Skillet, a vast 
and remote regrowth forest with fabulous roads that belong exclusively to us. 
Our pace will be sporty, but safe, and we will cover close to 500 miles over the 
weekend. At home a delicious home cooked meal is waiting for us and we can 
kick back, tell lies about how fast we ride and enjoy a local brew.  
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