
The Architectural Character of the “North End” of Dewey Beach 
Rehoboth by the Sea 

“Where Pine & Brine is ever Wooing” 
 

 
Dewey Beach, incorporated in 1981, has roots dating back much further. Although some 
parts of our town were inhabited in the mid 19th century, and the a life guard station was 
established on Dagsworthy in 1879, the mid 1960’s brought the first burst of sustained 
development in the north end in a neighborhood called Rehoboth by the Sea. 
 
(Please note there is a fine synopsis of the Town’s history in the “Town of Dewey Beach 
Comprehensive Plan available at the Town’s website). 
 
The Rehoboth by the Sea neighborhood is bounded by Lake Comegys and Silver Lakes 
to the north, the Atlantic to the east, Route 1 to the west, and the confluence of Routes 1 
and 1A form the southern point and boundary. 
 
The streets, from north to south are Chesapeake (bordering the lakes), Carolina, Jersey, 
Cullen (a state road with access to Route 1), Chicago, West, & Saint Louis. Costal 
Highway (Route 1A or King Charles Avenue) and Bayard, are the only north south 
avenues in the community. Moving from east from the shore, the blocks are known as 
the “beach block”, first block, and second block. On Carolina, Jersey, and Cullen the 
streets extend to include a second block. 
 
 
There are three major defining characteristics in the community:  

 Pine Tree Canopy coverage 
 Mid-Century “Beach Cottage” Architecture 
 Low FAR (floor area – or the square footage of the building to overall lot square 

footage ratio) 
 
The first characteristic is self evident – a quick look on Google maps in “satellite mode” 
reveals any many lots the house roofs are almost totally obscured. Driving north into the 
community after the Route 1 split, one can also feel the change dramatically: more trees, 
slower traffic, all residential, and lower roof lines. This effect is reversed heading south 
towards the center of Dewey, where one anticipates the busier sidewalks, lively 
businesses and increased street life. 
 
The great storm of 1962 undoubtedly damaged much of the landscape, but as the D.F.D 
Inc Builder & Developer began constructing the cottages, the pine trees began to grow – 
some planted and others volunteers. The tree canopy is less pronounced in the beach 
block, where conditions change as one moves closer to the dune, must you move 
westward on most streets in the neighborhood, most of the lots have pines soaring 
above the rooftops. 
 
Most of the lots in Rehoboth by the Sea are 50’ in width, and 100’ deep. Most are “land 
lease”, with the property owned by the Rehoboth by the Sea Realty Company and the 
“improvements” (the homes) individually owned. Over the years some lot have been sold 
to home owners, and many home owners have “extended” their land leases. A large 
number of lots, however, are under the original 60 year terms established at purchase in 
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the early to mid 1960’s. The majority of the homes were built as “3-season” vacations or 
weekend homes, with the intention of being “closed” for the winter months. 
 
The developer / builder original offered five home styles for sale on the lease land: 

 the Beach House 
 the Crow’s Nest 
 the Year Rounder 
 the Gull Wing 
 the Atrium 

 
The “Beach House” model has almost come to define with the words beach house in 
southern Delaware. The home consists of two rectangular “bars” of space with an 8’ 
wide screened center hall living space running from front to back. The homes delivered 
with 5’ or 6’ feet tall landscape walls in the front to demarcate private from public outdoor 
space. The design facilitates natural landscaping – the builders did not anticipate large 
suburban swaths of grass lawns.   
I will insert photos and a diagram here 

The “Beach House” is the predominate model of home in the neighborhood, and their 
glass clerestory gables lit from within at night on walks home from bonfire’s on the beach 
are a memorable image for many. This style of home can be found on the bay side of 
Route 1 in Dewey, and a few examples exist north of Dewey in the “county” as well. 
North of Rehoboth in the North Shores community a few examples of this style survive 
as well. 
 
More Beach House Photos 
 
The “Crow’s Nest” was also a popular choice among the original purchasers. These 
storey and a half homes area usually 28’ wide, and there lengths vary from 24 to as 
much as 40’ in depth.  Like the Beach House, a gable with glazing following the roof line 
is a prominent feature. The upper bedrooms feature small wood operable wood panels 
beneath the eaves to allow additional ventilation; the main levels feature story and a half 
dining areas. These homes, due to their compact footprint, often afford the largest front 
and rear outdoor spaces in the neighborhood. 
I will insert photos and a diagram here 

 
The “Year Rounder” can also be found on most every street in the neighborhood. This 
model is ranch home like – but the narrow dimension and gable face the street. The 
model was often the most expensive (although not the largest) because as the name 
suggests, the standard of construction supported occupancy year round including the 
winter months. These sturdy homes are not as consistent with the mid century beach 
cottage style as the other options offered originally. 
I will insert photos and a diagram here 

 
The “Gull Wing” model is less common, most are found on Chicago and West streets at 
the south end of the neighborhood. These homes consist of a rectangle – with the roof 
gables facing the sides. The sloped roofs “kick” upwards towards the ends. In side 
profile the roof line resembles a bird. 
I will insert photos and a diagram here 

 
In some ways the most innovative of the options was the “Atrium”. In this model, two 
parallel rectangles flank a large gabled screened living room. The foot print of these 
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homes is approximately 36’ in width and 54’ in depth – including the nearly 30’ square 
screened central outdoor living room. More examples of this model can be found in 
North Shores, where the larger freehold lots better accommodated this floor plan. In 
Rehoboth by the Sea this model is usually found on a corner, such as Chesapeake and 
Bayard or West and King Charles two locate two extant examples. 
I will insert photos and a diagram here 

 
All of the five original home models were relatively compact, usually containing around 
1500 square feet, including covered porches. 
 
From the neighborhood’s inception on the beach blocks, many more of lots were 
freehold as opposed to land lease. On some streets there are homes that pre-date the 
D.F.D developments. And of course, throughout the community many of the homes have 
been altered and expanded, sometimes with sensitivity and other time not. And there 
have been a number of new homes constructed over the years, again more can be 
found on the beach block and at the beach end of the 1st block, where, as one would 
expect, proper values have always trended higher. 
 
Older homes… 
 
The neighborhood also includes two multi-family developments, Seastrand, at the beach 
on Chesapeake, and Sea Gate between Cullen and Chicago, also on the beach. The 
only other multi-family home in the neighborhood is the duplex at Bayard and Jersey. 
 
…. Not sure if I should do more to describe things…  
…The photos and diagrams will help… 
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