
 

Minutes (Draft) of the 
Dewey Beach Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting and Public Hearing 

At the Lifesaving Station 
#1 Dagsworthy Avenue 

Dewey Beach, DE. 19971 
Friday May 3, 2019 

 
At 6pm, Chairman Mike Harmer convened the meeting by leading the Commissioners 
and the public in the “Pledge to the Flag”. The chairman then called to identify the 
Planning Commissioners that were present. Mike Harmer, Rick Judge, Jimmy O’Connor 
and Mark Nordquist identified themselves to be present and formed a quorum for the 
continuation of the meeting.  It was announced that Don Gritti had recently resigned in 
good standing as he has reportedly sold his house and Mr. Harmer thanked Don for all 
of his years of service to the Town.   
 
Commissioner Judge moved that the Commissioners adopt the agenda for the meeting 
as published. Commissioner O’Connor seconded the motion, and without comment the 
Commissioners voted to approve the motion. 
 
Chair Harmer then asked the Commissioners to examine the draft minutes of the March 
23 and the January 19, 2019 meeting minutes. Commissioner Judge moved that the 
commissioners approve the minutes as presented. Commissioner Nordquist seconded 
the motion. Following a discussion in which no changes to the draft minutes were 
suggested, the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the minutes as presented 
by Commissioner Seitz in previous email, the Secretary for the Planning Commission. 
 
Chair Harmer then commenced a discussion among Planning and Zoning Commission 
about a public hearing on an ordinance to approve a Conditional Use permit for property 
located at 2200 Coastal Highway, Dewey Beach, Delaware, formally known as map 
334-20.14, parcel 222.00, related to a miniature golf establishment.   
 
Town Attorney Fred Townsend read procedures for Code Section 185.74 Zoning code 
Procedures for approval for a Conditional use to assure we followed the procedure 
which we concluded it appears that we are.    
 
The Staff of Dewey Beach from Town Hall Mr. Jim Dedes, Assistant Town Manager, 
presented facts about the project such as DelDOT had limited concerns which related to 
a potential curb cut that would need to be in accordance with DelDOT standards if 
modified.  Mr. Dedes mentioned most setbacks are compliant but the proposed building 
may need some adjustment, design must be FEMA compliant and sealed by a licensed 
PE or Architect, and parking spaces, if needed, will be based on actual patron space if 
this is applied to a Mini-Golf Course.  
 
Following the discussion, the chairman opened the meeting for public comments. 
 



Mr. Glen Mandalas, Attorney for the Applicant stated they own 5 other miniature golf 
courses and reviewed the Codes and their design.   He stated they will comply with the 
Code and setbacks required including any FEMA flood issues.    He stated the lighting 
will be directed downwards.   The Owner Applicant Mr. Nicolis Geracino’s stated it will 
be a dinosaur theme which works for families and folks of all ages with hours of 
operation as 9am-12pm.  The back will have some type of divider fence and they have 
talked to a neighbor who was in attendance who had no opposition to this proposal.   
 
Mr. Russell Catts stated there is a building already onsite so the setback there is not 
applicable so the determination is that the setbacks are 100% within code as proposed.  
Mr. Catts spoke in favor of the project. Nobody spoke in opposition to this project. 
 
The public hearing portion was closed by Chair Harmer after no more discussion was 
asked for by the public.  
 
Chair Harmer discussed the operating times and suggested that due to the environment 
in Dewey Beach with the drinking etc…the Applicants may want to consider closing 
earlier and suggested an 11pm stop but decided to not make that a requirement.  This 
was discussed with the Commissioners.   Commissioner’s Jimmy O’Connor, Mark 
Nordquist, and Rick Judge spoke in favor of the project. 
 
Commissioner Judge made a motion to recommend to the Town Commissioners that 
they approve the draft ordinance which Mr. Townsend provided, with the design as is 
and Commissioner O’Connor seconded the motion which passed unanimously with a 
recommendation for a friendly note to recommend to the Town Commissioners consider 
the noise from outside speakers, lighting, and the closing times.   
 
On the item (#2 on Agenda) to discuss was a new Chair it was determined that a interim 
Vice Chair would be proposed.    Commissioner O’Connor made a motion to 
recommend Rick Judge as Vice Chair to preside when the Chair is not available which 
was seconded by Commissioner Nordquist and passed unanimously.   
 
Commissioner O’Conner made a motion to adjourn and seconded by Commissioner 
Judge which passed unanimously.  The meeting ended at approximately 7pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mike Harmer, Planning Commissioner 
Chair, Planning Commission  
 (72) hours in advance 


