Training Partnerships
The town will engage students enrolled in the Nathan Hale – Ray High School, Vocational Agriculture
(VOAG) program to learn agricultural business and trade skills. The center’s resources will be available
to the VOAG curriculum to enhance its programs and encourage students to seek agricultural careers.
The town will also coordinate with the UCONN Agricultural Extension Service and make available the
center’s resource to enhances and augment the Extension Services programs and training. The Town
will also work with the CT Department of Agriculture to coordinate training programs and identify
veteran farmers for mentoring younger farmers.
Project Benefits and Impacts
As with the original application for funding, the job creation estimate is based on the cultivated plots,
and their ability to support entrepreneurs. The revised program doesn’t affect the Town’s overall goals
and objectives of the project. The Center will: 1) support the growth of local employment by nurturing
new farmers through their use of the Center’s food production resources; 2) provide “start-up” or
expansion space for farmers; 3) support the growth of local agricultural businesses; 4) provide a local
food system; 5) bring fresh produce to the local Food Bank; 6) create recreational activities; and 7)
establish a “hub” for community events. The Center will make available cultivation plots for farmers
ranging in sizes from 10,000 square feet to 2,500 square feet. The acreage can support a number of
farmers and farm businesses. Additionally, the greenhouse and high tunnel will support other farmers
with extended growing seasons for crops cultivated in these spaces.
With OPM’s approval of the revision to the STEAP grant, the town will be able to begin construction of
the above improvements during the 2015 construction season.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me at 860-873-5021 if you have any questions or concerns.
Sincerely,

Mark B. Walter
First Selectman
Town of East Haddam
Cc:

David LeVasseur, OPM
Catherine Smith, Commissioner, DECD

