
SOURCEWATER PROTECTION AD HOC ADVISORY BOARD 
APRIL 18, 2018 MEETING SUMMARY 

 
Attendees: Ray Stolinas, Jeff Ressler, Ron Connelly, Larry Harpster, Todd Giddings, Erik Scott, 
Barb Christ, David Hughes, and Gary Petersen 
 
Others Present: Bill Keough, Wes Glebe, and Laura Dininni 

 
The Sourcewater Protection Ad Hoc Advisory Board met on April 18, 2018 for its first meeting. 
 
Mr. Stolinas provided the advisory board with a brief presentation detailing the history of the 
proposed ordinance and how staff has gotten to this stage in the draft ordinance. In early 2016, 
the Board of Supervisors charged Planning & Zoning staff with creating a Sourcewater Protection 
Ordinance. Also in early 2016, staff provided a model Sourcewater Protection ordinance for the 
Planning Commission to review and get the discussion started. The Planning Commission 
indicated that the work involved in developing the ordinance was very great, so a Sourcewater 
Protection Ordinance Work Group was created. Many of the initial meetings were headed by 
Mr. Todd Giddings, a groundwater geologist, to help staff and the work group understand 
hydrologic science and the flow patterns in the Centre Region. Staff and the work group also 
looked at other Sourcewater Protection ordinances throughout Pennsylvania as a model for the 
proposed Sourcewater Protection Ordinance. Staff and the work group utilized the 2017 State 
College Borough Water Authority’s (SCBWA) Sourcewater Protection Report, which outlines and 
delineates Zones I and Zones II and gives recommendations on how a municipality can enforce 
land use regulations within the specified zones. 
 
Mr. Stolinas reviewed the purpose and intents of the proposed ordinance and stated that 
ultimately, protecting public ground water is one of the major goals in the draft ordinance. Some 
of the language in the ordinance was derived from the SCBWA’s Sourcewater Protection Report, 
which is essentially the “teeth” of the draft Sourcewater Protection Ordinance. Mr. Stolinas 
explained that one of priorities discussed in the proposed ordinance is the inventory of where 
hazardous materials and regulated substances are located so the Township can better manage 
emergencies if needed. Throughout the process, staff received several comments asking whether 
or not the proposed ordinance addresses climate change. Staff recognizes that the Zone II is static 
and will expand and contract from time to time based on the climate and on the demand for 
water. Mr. Stolinas added that the Department of Environmental Protection also outlines what 
Zones I, II, and III are and their characteristics. Mr. Stolinas stated that Zone I is where the 
Township would regulate land uses and Zone II is a Township-wide overlay. These methods were 
derived from the SCBWA Sourcewater Protection Report. Staff also considered well-head 
protection areas from Penn State University. 
 
Mr. Stolinas spoke to the applicability of the Sourcewater Protection Ordinance. The ordinance 
applies to regulated land uses and activities delineated within the Source Water Protection 
Overlay. Household use of fuels, fertilizer, pesticides and regulated substances are exempt. 



Agricultural operations are exempt, provided that the farmer implement BMPs through 
Conservation Plans, agricultural E&S controls, and Nutrient Management Plans. However, the 
farmer is still required to submit a Facility Profile Sheet to the Township. Homeowners with septic 
systems must comply with the Ferguson Township Sewage Management Program. 

 
Mr. Stolinas spoke to the reporting requirements within the ordinance. Any and all regulated land 
uses and activities shall submit a Facility Profile Sheet (FPS) within 90-days of the ordinance 
enactment. The Facility Profile Sheet (FPS) contains information regarding site activity, regulated 
substance amounts, the storage method (ASTs and USTs), and a listing of existing permits. Multi-
family housing developments (50+ units) must submit an FPS indicating types and amounts of 
pesticides and herbicides and regulated substances used and stored on-site. The FPS sheets will 
be supplied to 9-1-1, the Alpha Fire Company, and appropriate water suppliers. 
 
As a part of the draft Sourcewater Protection Ordinance, the Township shall offer public water 
suppliers an opportunity to review and comment on proposed land development plans of 
regulated land uses and activities. These public water suppliers might include the SCBWA, the 
Penn State University, the Borough of Bellefonte, and the Rock Springs Water Company.  
 
Mr. Stolinas explained that the ordinance applies to regulated land uses and activities delineated 
within the Sourcewater Protection Overlay with Zone I being the most restrictive. In most cases 
within the Zone II area, the applicant would provide a description of storage and handling 
methods, containment methods, description of disposal procedures (waste hauler contacts), and 
a site map with storage and handling areas. The ordinance also lists ten (10) geological features 
that must be mapped by a design professional on a proposed land development plan, if 
applicable. Buildings, structures, impervious surfaces, utilities, and swimming pools shall not be 
located within fifty (50’) feet of open sink holes or seasonal high ponds and streams. Salt or de-
icing storage areas, gasoline, or other chemical storage areas shall not be located within one 
hundred (100’) feet of any listed geologic features. Detention, retention, and infiltration facilities 
shall not be located within fifty (50’) feet of any listed geologic features. Blasting activity shall not 
be permitted within any delineated Zone I radius. Within the Zone II and Township-wide Source 
Water Protection Overlay, blasting activity shall not be permitted within (50’) from any listed 
geologic features. The ordinance requires regulated land uses and activities to follow the PA 
Department of Environmental Protection “Guidelines for the Development and Implementation 
of Environmental Emergency Response Plans” that encourages the consolidation of State and 
Federal pollution incident prevention and emergency response programs into a single plan.  
 
Mr. Harpster clarified that every farmer in the Township supports clean water. He explained that 
farmers are already heavily regulated by many state and federal entities and there is some 
language in the proposed ordinance that the agricultural community doesn’t agree with. 
Mr. Stolinas referred to the comments that the agriculture community submitted to the Board 
of Supervisors in December 2017. One of the comments suggested that the ordinance be a 
behavioral-oriented ordinance instead of a data-collection ordinance. Another point made was 
that the ordinance should encourage best management practices through education.  



The agricultural members of the Advisory Board expressed their concern for the Facilities Profile 
Sheet: 
 

• The Facilities profile sheet would be subject to the PA Right-to-Know law and could cause 
grief to the agriculture community if a resident were to submit a right-to-know request to 
find out what type of chemicals are being used on the property. 

• Farmers and most businesses already have to have Safety Data Sheets (SDS) in one location 
on the property for all of the chemicals used on the property.  

• The chemicals used in agriculture are already reported to the Department of Agriculture. 

• The requirement of this reporting to the Township may not be permissible.  

• The chemicals used in agriculture operations go through vigorous testing before it is allowed 
to be used, therefore, these chemicals do not pose a risk to ground water contamination if 
used in the correct amount.  

• Filling out the Facilities Profile Sheet would cost time that the agriculture community does 
not have.  
 
After a lengthy discussion regarding the facility profile sheet, Mr. Stolinas asked the Advisory 
Board to provide input on other issues they felt should be addressed before the ordinance 
reaches the Board of Supervisors. Mr. Petersen referred to item 11 of the ordinance where it 
states “Stormwater shall not be directed into closed depressions”. He explained that leaving 
this type of language would discourage development in the Township, and the previous page 
has language that indicates a qualified design professional would have to review the plan and 
closed depressions would be a part of that review. Mr. Petersen believes that restricting 
stormwater from being directed into closed depressions is too restrictive. Mr. Stolinas stated 
that in reviewing the draft ordinance, the Township Engineer had a similar comment: “Item 
number 11 contradicts the Stormwater Ordinance, which permits discharges to sinkholes and 
closed depressions under certain conditions and stipulations.” Mr. Petersen stated that staff 
should make sure that the draft Sourcewater Protection Ordinance complies and agrees with 
the already adopted Stormwater Ordinance. 
 
Mr. Petersen and Mr. Giddings agreed that the surface drainage pattern language in the 
ordinance should be taken out because it is not relevant to Sourcewater Protection. 
 
Mr. Giddings felt that the draft Sourcewater Protection Ordinance is overly restrictive 
regarding blasting. He explained that he reviewed how detailed the permitting of blasting is 
under DEP’s Bureau of Mining and there are many protections in place through the blasting 
permitting process. He stated that the Board of Supervisors voted to prohibit blasting in this 
ordinance, and he feels that the Advisory Board might not be able to address that particular 
issue. He stated that if blasting is prohibited 50 feet from specific features listed in the draft 
ordinance, it would be nearly impossible to develop anything—residential or commercial. He 



feels the committee should recommend that the restrictive language regarding blasting be 
removed. 
 
There was a brief discussion regarding the Penn State University Agriculture Research Farms 
located in the Agriculture Research (AR) District that were not exempted from the draft 
ordinance. Ag properties have been exempted from most of the draft ordinance, and there is 
concern that if the ag research properties are not exempted as well, it will cause a lot of issues 
for the owners of those properties. Mr. Harpster stated that the ag research properties also 
fall under the Pennsylvania Acre Law. The draft ordinance does not allow for the use of ag 
research in Zone I, and there are many regulations for an ag research use in Zone II. Mr. Bill 
Keough stated that if the ag research properties are covered under the Pennsylvania Acre 
Law, then they should also be exempted from the draft Sourcewater Ordinance. 
 
Mr. Connelly referred to Section 7, letter I of the ordinance—“at the discretion of the Water 
Authority, any application of pesticides has to be approved” and stated that the language is 
not acceptable. Mr. Connelly stated that he and any other farmer would have to get approval 
from the water authority every time a pesticide would need to be applied. Mr. Harpster 
wondered who at the water authority would be qualified to approved the pesticides or not. 
Mr. Stolinas explained that that section was put in by the Board of Supervisors before the 
Public Hearing. In response to a question from Mr. Giddings, Mr. Stolinas clarified that that 
language does not only apply to Zone I of the draft ordinance. Mr. Stolinas explained that he 
received a comment from a representative of the Pennsylvania Farm Bureau that the 
language is not consistent with state law. 
 
There was a brief discussion regarding the draft ordinance’s intent and purpose. Mr. Giddings 
stated that the previous committee’s hope was that this ordinance would bring education 
and awareness to residents and businesses alike to help protect the ground water. He stated 
that it is not the ordinance’s intent for staff to be out “catching” people doing the wrong 
things. Mr. Keough stated that if education and awareness is the intent, then the ordinance 
should most certainly detail that with an educational program, a timeline, and goals. 
 
The Advisory Board decided that the next meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 2, 2018 
at 2:00 PM to make recommendations on the various ordinance issues discussed today.  


