
FERGUSON TOWNSHIP

FACT SHEET #3

Sign Permits

residential area signs must not exceed 32 square feet in gross
surface area per sign face or 15 feet in height. Signs may be
erected up to 60 days prior to construction provided a
building permit has been issued. Signs must be removed
upon completion of a project or issuance of an occupancy
permit.

25. Temporary Agricultural Signs
Signs identifying the sale of agricultural products grown and
produced on the premises upon which the sign is located. Up
to 4 signs per premise are permitted. Signs must not exceed
5 square feet in gross surface area per sign face or 10 feet in
height. Signs may be erected 14 days prior to the beginning
of the sale of the product and must be removed within 7 days
after the sale. Duration of the sign must not exceed 90 days.

26. Temporary Auction or Garage/Yard Sale Signs
Signs advertising the sale of items and the sales location up
to 10 signs are permitted for each location of a sale. Signs
must not exceed 4 square feet in size or 2.5 feet in height.
Signs may not be located in the road right-of-way or be
attached to utility or municipality owned poles or structures.
Signs may be erected 7 days before the sale and must be
removed 3 days after the sale. Duration of the sign must not
exceed 10 days.

PROHIBITED SIGNS
The following signs are prohibited to be erected, constructed,

repaired, or relocated within the Township:
1. “A” Frame or Sandwich Boards/Curb Signs

These signs are prohibited except as temporary signs which
satisfy the sign ordinance requirements. A permit must be
obtained.

2. Banners and Pennants
These signs are prohibited except as temporary signs which
satisfy the sign ordinance requirements. A permit must be
obtained.

3. Moving and Flashing Signs
Signs which flash, revolve, swing, or attract attention through
moving or flashing parts including copy changes. Time and
temperature indicators are exempt if the movement is either
digital or analog.

4. Portable and Wheeled Signs
These signs are prohibited except as temporary signs which
satisfy the sign ordinance requirements. A permit must be
obtained.

5. Projecting Signs
Signs which are attached or otherwise affixed to a building
and project more than 15 inches beyond the wall surface of
such building to which the sign is attached or otherwise
affixed.

6. Signs on Parked Vehicles
Signs placed on or affixed to vehicles and/or trailers which are
parked on a public right-of-way, public property or private
property, so as to be visible from a public right-of-way where
the apparent purpose is to advertise a product or direct
people to a business or activity located on the same or nearby.

7. Signs on Trees
Signs which are attached or otherwise affixed to trees or
other living vegetation.

8. Signs Which Imitate Traffic Control Devices
Signs which imitate, interfere with, obstruct the view of, or
can be confused with any authorized traffic control sign,
signal, or other device.

9. Signs on Utility Poles
Signs which are attached to utility poles, street signs or other
structures within the public right-of-way.

10. Roof Signs
Signs which are erected or maintained against, or directly
above the roof of the building.

APPLICATION FOR SIGN PERMITS
To apply for a sign permit you must submit the following

items of information to the Sign Officer:
1. A completed Application for Sign Permit. Application

forms are available at the Township Office.
2. A sketch plan drawn to scale showing the location of the

sign on the premises or building.
3. A sketch of the sign dimensions, sign wording, and details of

the sign color, materials, and weight.
4. Information about the material of construction and how

the signs will be attached to the building or in the ground.
5. If required by the Sign Officer, a copy of stress sheets and

calculations approved by a registered structural engineer
showing that the sign is designed for dead load and wind
pressure in any direction to satisfy requirements of the Sign
Ordinance.

6. A sign permit fee. The fee is based on the square footage of
the sign face.
The Sign Officer will grant or deny all applications for sign

permits within 30 days of submission. A sign permit is valid for 90
days from the date of issuance. The permit may be extended for
an additional 90 days if the work has not been completed.

ANNUAL SIGN LICENSE
An annual license must be obtained for all permanent signs

in the Township. Sign owners will be invoiced for the cost of the
license in December. If the renewal fee is paid later than 60 days
from the date of invoice, a penalty fee equal to 50% of the cost
of the renewal fee will be assessed. Upon payment of the fee, an
annual permit will be issued by the Sign Officer. A 25% reduction
in the annual license renewal fee is allowed if the fee is paid in
advance for a 3 year period.

REVISED 8/97

FOR MORE INFORMATION
This fact sheet does not replace the adopted Sign Ordi-
nance but merely addresses common questions asked. If
the information contained in this fact sheet contradicts or
is inconsistent with the ordinance, the ordinance shall
prevail. For more information, contact the Ferguson Town-
ship Zoning Office located at 3147 Research Drive, State
College, PA 16801, Phone Number (814) 238-4651.

OTHER FACT SHEETS
Ferguson Township is developing other fact sheets on
topics of interest to the general public. If you are interested,
call the Township Zoning Office.



This fact sheet is designed to answer frequently asked questions
about sign permits, such as: When are sign permits required?
What information is required to obtain a sign permit? What signs
are prohibited?

SIGN PERMIT REQUIREMENTS
You must secure a sign permit before erecting, relocating,

altering, or repairing a sign within the Township.

SIGN PERMIT EXEMPTIONS
The following signs are exempt from the requirement to

obtain a sign permit provided they comply with the specified
regulations:
1. Awning, Canopy, and Marquee Signs

Signs, not exceeding an aggregate gross surface area of 4
square feet, indicating only the name of the activity con-
ducted on the premises on which the sign is to be located
and/or a brief generic description of the business being
conducted. Advertising material of any kind is strictly prohib-
ited on signs affixed to awnings, canopies, and marquees.

2. Civic and Religious
Civic and religious organization signs indicating only the
organization insignia, name, meeting place, and time. Such
signs shall not exceed 2 square feet for each exposed surface
and 4 square feet aggregate gross surface area.

3. Directional or Instructional Signs
Signs, not exceeding 4 square feet in aggregate gross surface
area, which provide direction or instruction to guide persons
to facilities intended to serve the public, providing that such
signs contain no advertising of any kind. Such signs include
those identifying restrooms, public telephones, public walk-
ways, affiliation with motor clubs, acceptance of designated
credit cards, and other similar signs providing direction or
instruction to persons using a facility, but not including those
signs accessory to parking areas. Advertising material of any
kind is strictly prohibited on directional and instructional
signs.

4. Educational Agricultural Event
Signs erected for the limited time period of 2 weeks during
a year in the RA District and on the grounds commonly used
for the Agricultural Progress Days.

5. Non-Commercial Signs
Flags, emblems, and insignia of political, professional, reli-
gious, educational, or fraternal organizations providing that
such flags, emblems, and insignia are displayed for non-
commercial purpose.

6. Governmental Signs
Governmental signs for control of traffic and other regulatory
purposes, street signs, warning signs, railroad crossing signs,
and signs of public service companies indicating danger and
aids to services or safety which are erected by, or at the order
of a public officer or employee in the performance of the
officer’s or employee’s duties.

7. Holiday Decorations
Signs or other materials temporarily displayed on traditionally
accepted civic, patriotic, or religious holidays related to
observance of the civic, patriotic, or religious holiday.

8. Interior Signs
Signs which are fully located within the interior of any

building or stadium, or within an enclosed lobby or court of
any building, and signs located within the inner or outer lobby
court or entrance of any theater that are not visible from the
public right-of-way.

9. Memorial Signs
Memorial plaques or tablets, grave markers, statutory, or
other remembrances of persons or events that are non-
commercial in nature.

10. Name and Address Plates
Signs, not exceeding 2 square feet in gross surface area for
each exposed face nor exceeding an aggregate gross surface
area of 4 square feet, indicating the name of the occupant,
the address of the premises, and identification of any legal
business or operation which may exist at the premises.

11. No Trespassing, No Hunting, No Fishing, No Dumping,
No Parking, No Towing, and Other Similar Signs
No trespassing, no hunting, no fishing, no dumping, no
parking, towing and other similar signs (as set forth in Title 75
of the Pennsylvania Vehicle Code and its regulations and as
set forth in Title 18 of the Pennsylvania Crimes Code and its
regulations) not exceeding 2 square feet in gross surface area
for each exposed face nor exceeding an aggregate gross
surface area of 4 square feet.

12. Parking Lot Directional and Instructional Signs
A. Directional Signs: Signs designating parking area en-

trances and exits limited to 1 sign for each entrance and/
or exit and not exceeding 4 square feet in gross surface
area for each exposed face. Parking lot directional signs
shall not project higher than 5 feet in height, as measured
from the established grade of the parking area to which
such signs are accessory. Advertising on these signs is
limited to the name and logo of the business being
directed to.

B. Instructional Signs: Signs designating the conditions of
use or identity of parking areas and not exceeding 8
square feet in gross surface area for each exposed face
nor exceeding an aggregate gross surface area of 16
square feet. Parking lot instructional signs shall not
project higher than 10 feet for wall signs and 7 feet for
ground signs, as measured from the established grade of
the parking area(s) to which such signs are accessory.

13. Patron Advertising Signs
Signs erected on the perimeter of an organizational spon-
sored youth athletic field for the sole purpose of sponsoring
or contributing to the organized youth athletic sport. Signs
erected for this purpose shall be one sided with a maximum
of 32 square feet of gross aggregate surface area. Sponsors
advertising on score boards may not exceed twenty-five
percent (25%) of the surface area of the score board.

14. Plaques
Plaques, nameplates, or memorial signs, directly attached or
affixed to the exterior walls of a building, not exceeding 4
square feet in aggregate gross surface area.

15. Public Notices
Official notices posted by public officers or employees in the
performance of the officer’s or employee’s duties.

16. Seed Signs
Signs erected to indicate the type of seed planted in the RA
District, such signs are not to exceed 2 square feet for each

exposed surface area nor 4 square feet in gross surface area.
17. Public Signs

Signs required by governmental bodies or specifically autho-
rized for a public purpose by any law, statute or ordinance.
Such public signs may be of any type, number, area, height,
location, or illumination as required by law, statute, or
ordinance.

18. Signs on Vehicles
Signs placed on or affixed to vehicles and/or trailers where
the sign is incidental to the primary use of the vehicle or
trailer. However, this is not in any way intended to permit
signs placed on or affixed to vehicles and/or trailers, which
are parked on a public right-of-way, public property, or
private property so as to be visible from a public right-of-way
where the apparent purpose is to advertise a product or direct
people to a business or activity located on the same or nearby
property.

19. Symbols or Insignia
Religious symbols, commemorative plaques of recognized
historical agencies, or identification emblems of religious
orders or historical agencies not exceeding 2 square feet in
gross surface area for each exposed face nor exceeding 4
square feet in aggregate gross surface area.

20. Vending Machine Signs
Permanent, non-flashing signs on vending machines, gaso-
line pumps, ice or milk containers, or other similar machines
indicating only the contents of such devices, the pricing of the
contents contained within, directional or instructional infor-
mation as to use, and other similar information not exceeding
4 square feet in gross surface area for each exposed face not
exceeding an aggregate gross surface area of 8 square feet
on each machine.

21. Warning Signs
Signs warning the public of the existence of danger, but
containing no advertising material; to be removed within 3
days upon the subsidence of danger. Such warning signs may
be of any type, number, area, height, location, or illumina-
tion, as deemed necessary to warn the public of the existence
of danger.

22. Farm Identification Signs
Signs which do not exceed twenty (20) square feet of gross
surface area per sign face or forty (40) square feet total,
identifying the name and address of the farm only and does
not provide advertising of any kind.

23. Temporary Real Estate Sign
Signs advertising the sale, lease, or rent of the premises upon
which the sign is located. Only one sign is permitted per lot.
In a residential area signs must not exceed 6 square feet in
gross surface area per sign face and a height of 15 feet. In a
non-residential area signs must not exceed 32 square feet in
gross surface area per sign face or 15 feet in height. Signs
must be removed within 7 days of the sale or lease of the
premises upon which the sign is located.

24. Temporary Construction Signs
Signs identifying the parties involved in the construction to
occur or occurring on the premises on which the sign is
placed. Only one sign for each project is permitted. In a
residential area signs must not exceed 16 square feet in gross
surface area per sign face or 15 feet in height. In a non-


