
ENNIS CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

TUESDAY, APRIL 18, 2017
6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Juenemann called a regular meeting of the Ennis City Commission to order on Tuesday, April 18, 2017 at 6:01 P.M. in the City Commission Chambers of Ennis City Hall, 115 W. Brown Street, Ennis Texas 75119. 

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Pro Tem Walker offered the Invocation. 
Mayor Juenemann led the Pledge of Allegiance
ROLL CALL

A quorum was present to wit:
Angie Juenemann
Mayor





Matt Walker

Mayor Pro Tem, Ward 6



Rowdy Pruitt

Commission Member, Ward 1


Marco Hernandez
Commission Member, Ward 2



Scott Hejny

Commission Member, Ward 3

Lola Searcy

Commission Member, Ward 4


 
Bill Honza

Commission Member, Ward 5

STAFF REPORTS
City Manager Scott Dixon updated the Commission on the Hwy 287 Pre-Construction Meeting with Texas Department of Transportation being held Thursday, April 20th at 10 AM; purchase of an asphalt zipper for street improvements; City holiday schedule changes to include three additional holidays for Martin Luther King Day, Presidents Day, and Veterans Day; positive feedback on the Carnival; excellent turnout for the Bluebonnet Festival; Farm Fresh Dinner on May 12th; and Commission Retreat being held May 19th and May 20th.
PRESENTATIONS
Police Chief John Erisman gave a presentation on the dangers of distracted driving, to include texting while driving.    Statistics given included 518,777 vehicle accidents in 2015; 1 in 3 drivers admit to texting while driving; 40% of teens have operated a vehicle while texting; 100+ Texas cities have banned using handheld devices while driving; State banned handheld devices in school zones; and the need for driver and passenger education regarding distracted driving.

City Manager Dixon gave a Parks presentation updating the Commission on recent work done at City parks and plans for future work to be done. 
COMMISSIONER UPDATES 
Commissioner Searcy reminded the public of the Candidate Forum being held at the Chamber of Commerce on Thursday at 6:30 PM.
Mayor Juenemann thanked everyone for their support during the Bluebonnet Festival and Carnival.

CITIZENS PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
No one spoke.

CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approval of the April 4, 2017 City Commission Regular Meeting Minutes.
Mayor Juenemann read the Consent Agenda item.  Commissioner Honza made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Hejny, to approve the consent agenda.  A vote was cast, 7 in favor, 0 against.  Motion passed.

PUBLIC HEARING

2.
Conduct a Public Hearing and second reading of an Ordinance approving Project Branding Campaign, whose purpose is to fund a contract with Chandler Thinks; amend the EEDC FY17 budget to provide $40,000 to fund the project; and authorize the EDC President to execute any and all documents necessary to complete the action.

Mayor Juenemann read the item and opened the Public Hearing.  No one spoke and the Public Hearing was closed.

3.
Conduct a Public Hearing and first reading of an Ordinance approving Project Demolition II, an Economic Development Corporation project whose purpose is to provide funding to partially demolish 201 NW Main and completely demolish 108 W. Milam; amend the EEDC FY17 budget to provide $175,000 to fund the project and authorize the EDC President to execute any and all documents necessary to complete the action. 

Mayor Juenemann read the item and opened the Public Hearing.  No one spoke and the Public Hearing was closed.

INDIVIDUAL ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION


4.
Discuss and consider an Ordinance approving a Type B Economic Development project (Project Branding Campaign), and amending the Ennis EDC FY17 Budget to provide $40,000 to fund the project.

Mayor Juenemann read the item.  Commissioner Searcy made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Hernandez, to approve the Ordinance as read.  A vote was cast, 7 in favor, 0 against.  Motion passed.
5.
Discuss and consider a Professional Services Agreement for the Union Pacific Safety Zone Project between the City of Ennis and Lockwood, Andrews, and Newnam, Inc. in the amount of $885,910.59

Mayor Juenemann read the item.  City Manager Dixon informed the Commission that the expense for the agreement would span two to three budget cycles; a commitment from TX DoT; project is a safety enhancement; engineer recommended by Union Pacific; and engineer will partner with the Downtown Master Plan developers MESA.  Mayor Pro Tem Walker made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Pruitt, to approve the agreement with Lockwood, Andrews, and Newnam, Inc. in the amount of $885,910.59.  A vote was cast, 7 in favor, 0 against.  Motion passed.
6.
Discuss and consider a Resolution awarding the purchase of an asphalt zipper through the Houston Galveston Area Council Cooperative Purchasing Program in the mount of $200,390.

Mayor Juenemann read the item.  City Manager Dixon informed the Commission that the funds for purchase would come from the Street Sales Tax fund.  Commissioner Hejny made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Honza, to approve a Resolution awarding the purchase of an asphalt zipper through the HGAC purchasing program in the amount of $200,390.  A vote was cast, 7 in favor, 0 against.  Motion passed.
7.
Discuss and consider appropriating funds in the amount of $175,000 for improvements to IOOF at Fairview Park as requested by Commissioner Hernandez.

Mayor Juenemann read the item.  Commissioner Hernandez addressed the Commission regarding his request stating that the City had made a commitment to the IOOF to make the park improvements in return for a 10-year lease.  After further discussion, Commissioner Hernandez made a motion to approve $150,00 for improvements to IOOF at Fairview Park.  Mayor Pro Tem Walker made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Honza to amend the main motion to approve $100,000 for improvements; a vote was cast, 5 in favor, 2 against (Hernandez, Searcy).  Commissioner Hernandez made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Searcy, to amend the amended main motion to approve $125,000 for improvements; a vote was cast, 6 in favor, 1 against (Walker).  Commissioner Hernandez made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Searcy, to approve the amended motion of $125,000 for improvements to IOOF at Fairview Park.  A vote was cast, 7 in favor, 0 against.  Motion passed.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION

14.
Ennis City Commission shall convene into closed Executive Session pursuant to:
a.
Texas Government Code, Section 551.071; consultation with the City Attorney on a matter in which the duty of the attorney to the governmental body under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas clearly conflicts with the Texas Open Meetings Act regarding:
· Separation Agreement with Human Resources Director

b.
Texas Government Code, Section 551.072; deliberations regarding Real Property:

· Land Acquisition for Fire Department

· Wastewater Treatment Plant

c.
Texas Government Code, Section 551.074; to deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of a public officer or employee:

· Human Resources Director

Mayor Juenemann recessed the Commission into Executive Session at 7:31 P.M.

Mayor Juenemann reconvened the Commission into Open Session at 8:35 P.M.
Possible action as a result of the Executive Session.

No action taken

8.
Discuss and consider taking action for the conversion of property bid-off at tax sale to the City of Ennis for public use, tracts described as accounts 182269 and 182270 in the land records of the Ellis County Appraisal District.


Mayor Juenemann read the item.  Commissioner Hernandez made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Honza, to approve action for the conversion of property for public use – tracts described as accounts 182269 and 182270 in the land records of the ECAD.  A vote was cast, 7 in favor, 0 against.  Motion passed.

9.
Discuss and consider taking action to purchase the ownership interest of the Ennis Independent School District and Ellis County in property previously bid off at tax sale, tracts described as accounts 182269 and 182270 in the land records of the Ellis County Appraisal District.


Mayor Juenemann read the item.  Commissioner Honza made motion, seconded by Commissioner Hejny, to approve the purchase of ownership interest of the Ennis ISD and Ellis County in property tracts described as accounts 182269 and 182270 in the land records of ECAD.  A vote was cast, 7 in favor, 0 against.  Motion passed.
ADJOURNMENT

With no other business before the Commission, Mayor Juenemann declared the meeting adjourned at 8:37 P.M. 
ATTEST:







APPROVED:

CITY SECRETARY






MAYOR 

