ENNIS COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2016
7:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER

A regular meeting of the Ennis City Commission was called to order on Monday, February 1, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chamber of Ennis Municipal Building, 115 W. Brown Street, Ennis Texas 75119. 

Mayor Thomas asked Commissioner Lola Searcy to give the invocation.

1. INVOCATION

The Invocation was given by Commissioner Searcy.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Thomas.
3. ROLL CALL

Mayor Thomas asked the Interim City Secretary to call the roll to determine the presence of a quorum. Interim City Secretary Acy-King called the rolled with a quorum present to wit:

Russell Thomas
Mayor

Matt Walker

Mayor Pro Tem, Ward 6
Marco Hernandez
Commission Member, Ward 2

Ken Hackney

Commission Member, Ward 3
Lola Searcy

Commission Member, Ward 4
Brian Holley

Commission Member, Ward 5
The following Commission Members were absent:

Jeremie Salik

Commission Member, Ward 1

The following Staff members were present when the meeting was called to order:

City Manager


R. Scott Dixon
Interim City Manager

John Hatchel

Interim City Secretary

Shirley Acy-King

City Attorney


Richard Wilson

Chief of Police

John Erisman
ED Director


Marty Nelson

Finance Director

Joel Welch

1. Citizens Requests for Public Hearing
Mayor Russell made a statement that “presentations by citizens, with or without prior notification, shall be limited to three minutes, allowing discretion in the chair to reasonably extend those limits.”

There were no speakers requesting to speak before the City Commissioners during the Citizens Requests for Public Hearing.

CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor Thomas read the Consent Agenda Items to be considered into the record.
2C.
Approval of the City Commission Workshop Minutes of January 19, 2016.
3C.
Approval of the City Commission Regular Meeting Minutes of January 19, 2016.

Mayor Thomas called for discussion on the Consent Agenda. There being no discussion, Mayor Thomas called for a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Commissioner Holley made a motion to approve the minutes on the Consent Agenda. Commissioner Hackney seconded the motion. Mayor Thomas called for all members present to vote by raising their right hand. All members present (6) voted in favor of the motion by raising their right hand; Commissioner Salik was absent. Mayor Thomas declared the Consent Agenda was approved.
Mayor Thomas read the next item into the record.

PUBLIC HEARING

FIRST READING
4.       A Public Hearing to consider approving a Budget Amendment providing $30,000 to fund a Fireworks Display for the Freedom Festival.

Mayor Thomas called for a motion to open the Public Hearing. Commissioner Searcy made a motion to open the Public Hearing. Mayor Pro-tem Walker seconded the motion. Mayor Thomas called for all members present to vote by raising their right hand. All members present (6) voted in favor of the motion by raising their right hand; Commissioner Salik was absent. Mayor Thomas declared the Public Hearing opened for citizens commit.

Mayor Thomas asked if anyone in the audience would like to address the Commission regarding the approval of a Budget Amendment providing $30,000 to fund a Fireworks Display for the Freedom Festival.
There were no speakers requesting to speak before the City Commissioners during the Public Hearing of this item on the first reading.

Mayor Thomas called for a motion to close the Public Hearing. Mayor Pro-tem Walker made a motion to close the Public Hearing on the first reading. Commissioner Hackney seconded the motion. Mayor Thomas called for all members present to vote by raising their right hand. All members present (6) voted in favor of the motion by raising their right hand; Commissioner Salik was absent. Mayor Thomas declared the Public Hearing closed on the first reading.

Mayor Thomas read the next item into the record.

5.       A Public Hearing to approve Project Downtown TIRZ and an EEDC Budget Amendment providing $35,000 to fund the Project.

Mayor Thomas called for a motion to open the Public Hearing. Commissioner Searcy made a motion to open the Public Hearing. Mayor Pro-tem Walker seconded the motion. Mayor Thomas called for all members present to vote by raising their right hand. All members present (6) voted in favor of the motion by raising their right hand; Commissioner Salik was absent. Mayor Thomas declared the Public Hearing opened for citizens commit.

Mayor Thomas asked if anyone in the audience would like to address the Commission regarding the approval of Project Downtown TIRZ and an EEDC Budget Amendment for fund the project.

There were no speakers requesting to speak before the City Commissioners during the Public Hearing of this item on the first reading.

Mayor Thomas called for a motion to close the Public Hearing. Mayor Pro-tem Walker made a motion to close the Public Hearing on the first reading. Commissioner Hackney seconded the motion. Mayor Thomas called for all members present to vote by raising their right hand. All members present (6) voted in favor of the motion by raising their right hand; Commissioner Salik was absent. Mayor Thomas declared the Public Hearing closed on the first reading.

Mayor Thomas read the next item into the record.

SECOND READING
6.       Consider authorization and approval of Project Retail, a Type B Project, for the purpose of recruiting retailers and marketing the City of Ennis to enhance shopping, dining, and entertainment options with an EEDC Budget Amendment providing $25,000 to fund the Project.

Mayor Thomas asked if anyone in the audience would like to address the Commission regarding Project Retail, for the purpose of recruiting retailers and marketing the City of Ennis.
There were no speakers requesting to speak before the City Commissioners during the Public Hearing of this item on the second reading.

Mayor Thomas called for a motion to close the Public Hearing approve Project Retail for the purpose of recruiting retailers and marketing the City of Ennis. Mayor Pro-tem Walker made a motion to close the Public Hearing on the second reading and approve the item. Commissioner Holley seconded the motion. Mayor Thomas called for all members present to vote by raising their right hand. All members present (6) voted in favor of the motion by raising their right hand; Commissioner Salik was absent.  Mayor Thomas declared the Public Hearing closed on the second reading and the item approved.
ITEMS FOR INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION

Mayor Thomas read the item into the record.
7. 
Consider an Ordinance authorizing a General (Regular) Municipal Election to be held on May 7, 2016.
Mayor Thomas called for a discussion on the item. There being no discussion, Mayor Thomas called for a motion. Mayor Pro-tem Walker moved to approve the Ordinance authorizing the May 7, 2016 General Election. Commissioner Hernandez seconded the motion. Mayor Thomas called for all members present to vote by raising their right hand. All members present (6) voted in favor of the motion by raising their right hand; Commissioner Salik was absent. Mayor Thomas declared the item was approved.

Mayor Thomas read the next item into the record.
8. 
Consider a Resolution approving a Historic Preservation Grant Close-Out and payment for 117 N. Dallas in an amount of $15,290.00.
Mayor Thomas called for a discussion on the item. There being no discussion, Mayor Thomas called for a motion. Commissioner Hackney moved to approve the Historic Preservation Grant Close-Out and payment. Commissioner Holley seconded the motion. Mayor Thomas called for all members present to vote by raising their right hand. All members present (6) voted in favor of the motion by raising their right hand; Commissioner Salik was absent. Mayor Thomas declared the item was approved.

Mayor Thomas read the next item.
9.
Consider approval of the request from the Ennis Regional Medical Centre board of Directors to amend Section 19.8 of the Development Agreement pertaining to obstetric services and adopting a Revised 19.8 Schedule.

Mayor Thomas called for a discussion on the item. Mayor Pro-tem Walker stated that the Commission should give the City Manager a chance to speak with the Board of Directors of the Ennis Regional Medical Center. After all discussions had ceased, Mayor Thomas called for a motion. Commissioner Holley made a motion to Table the item until the City Manager had an opportunity to speak with the Board of Directors. Motion to Table seconded by Commissioner Searcy. Mayor Thomas called for all members present to vote by raising their right hand. All members present (6) voted in favor of tabling the item by raising their right hand; Commissioner Salik was absent. Mayor Thomas declared the item was Tabled.
Mayor Thomas read the Executive Session items into the record.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

10.
Pursuant to the Texas Government Code, Ann. (Texas Open Meetings Act) 551.074 Personnel Matters (City Manager).

11.
Pursuant to the Texas Government Code, Ann. (Texas Open Meetings Act 551.087, 
Mayor Thomas announced at 7:08 p.m., the Ennis City Commission would convene into Executive Session pursuant to Section 551.074 of the Texas Government Code concerning Personnel Matters regarding the City Manager; and pursuant to Sections 551.087 and 551.072 of the Texas Government Code concerning Economic Development and Real Estate.
The Commission members left the Commissioner’s Chambers. The Commissioners reentered the Chambers at 7:34 p.m.

Mayor Thomas announced at 7:34 p.m., the Ennis City Commission had reconvened into open session. Mayor Thomas further announced that there was an action that the Commissioners need to take in open session from their Executive Session discussion.
Mayor Thomas read the next item into the record.

12.
Action as result of above listed Executive Sessions.
Mayor Thomas called for the motion. Commissioner Hackney moved that the City Commission fund the buyout contract of City Manager Randall Scott Dixon with the City of Flatonia in the amount of $3,048.79. Commissioner Searcy seconded the motion. Mayor Thomas called for all members present to vote by raising their right hand. All members present (6) voted in favor of funding the buyout for City Manager Dixon by raising their right hand; Commissioner Salik was absent. Mayor Thomas declared the motion to fund the buyout for the City Manager was approved

Mayor Thomas read the next item into the record.

.

COMMISSIONER’S REQUESTS

13. 
Requests from City Commission and Round Table.
Mayor Thomas called on the following Commissioners to speak:
Commissioner Hernandez thanked the citizens for coming out to support the meeting.

Commissioner Hackney thanked Interim City Manager Hatchel and Interim City Secretary Acy-King for their service to the City of Ennis; and he welcomed City Manager R. Scott Dixon to the City of Ennis.
Mayor Pro-tem Walker thanked Interim City Manager Hatchel and Interim City Secretary Acy-King for their service to the City of Ennis; and welcomed R. Scott Dixon, the newly appointed City Manager to the City of Ennis.

Commissioner Searcy thanked Interim City Manager Hatchel and Interim City Secretary Acy-King for their service to the City of Ennis; and welcomed City Manager R. Scott Dixon to the City of Ennis. 

Commissioner Holley welcomed City Manager R. Scott Dixon to the City of Ennis. He also thanked Interim City Manager Hatchel and Interim City Manager Acy-King for all of their professional services they brought to the City of Ennis.
Mayor Thomas thanked Mr. Hatchel for his cap and wished him well.

Mayor Thomas stated that there was no other business before the Ennis City Commission.

14.
ADJOURNMENT

With no other business before the Commission, Mayor Thomas declared the meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 
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