CITY OF DERBY

BOARD OF EDUCATION

REGULAR MEETING

MINUTES MAY 15 2008

Meeting called to order:  meeting called to order at 7:10p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance: all rose and pledged allegiance
A new Board of Education member was sworn in – James Stadt.

Roll Call Present: Brad Tobin , James Stadt, Marguerite Bondi, Sheila Parizo, Ken Marcucio, Jodi Chevarella, Shannon Valenti, Rebecca O’Hara, Kim Kreiger. Also Present: Interim Superintendent Michael Abdalla and Student Representative Sarah Timpko.

Additions, deletions, corrections to agenda – Mrs. Parizo has a deletion – Ben Bartone was not able to attend and will come to another meeting. Mrs. Parizo added an Executive Session at the end of the meeting for the purposes of personnel issues. Motion to approve the agenda as amended by Ken Marcucio, second by Brad Tobin, all in favor, motion carries. 

Approval of minutes 

Mar 20, 2008 – Regular meeting

Motion to accept by Ken Marcucio, second by Brad Tobin, all in favor, motion carries.
April 7 2008 – Special meeting. Motion to approve by Ken Marcucio, second by Margo Bondi, all in favor, motion carries, Kim Kreiger abstained as she was not at the meeting.
April 8, 2008 – Special meeting. Correction by Sheila Parizo on page 14, 2/3 rd down it should not be accumulative, it should be cumulative Motion to approve as amended by

Ken Marcucio, second by Rebecca O’Hara, all in favor, motion carries. Brad Tobin abstained as he was not present at the meeting.
April 10, 2008 – Special meeting. Motion to approve by Ken Marcucio, second by Brad Tobin, all in favor, motion carries. Margo Bondi abstained as she was not present at the meeting.
March 24 2008 – Special Administrative Sub-committee – no need for approval
May 6 2008 – Administrative Sub-committee – no need for approval
Public Participation– 
Individuals

Joe Orazietti – Athletic Director DHS/DMS . He wanted to address an e-mail that was sent around. The e-mail stated ever since Derby joined the SCC we have never won a State Title in any sport. This is incorrect. Derby has won several state championships.
Pete Olenoski – 8 Commodore Hull Drive. Mr. Olenoski handed out a letter to the Board of Education members. This pertains to the issue of the SCC. 
Mrs. Rivers – spoke on behalf of Mr. Novia in regards to graduation arrangements. She also talked about the school lobby. The PTO has applied for a 3,000 grant to be used for a new trophy case. 
Mr. Lionetti - 79 Sunset Drive. He was always opposed to the Shoreline. He wants to go with the NVL. 
Mr. Anthony DeFala - 22 Paugassett Road. Mr. DeFala wanted to know if the new hires are new positions or replacements. He also supports the move to the NVL.
Mr. Coppola – Science Coordinator- DHS. Mr. Coppola said he would be available if there are any questions regarding the biology textbook on the agenda.

Gary Haydu – 10 Commodore Hull Drive. He would like to make sure the coaches have discussed this together.

Maureen Carroll – 7 Laurel Avenue. Mrs. Carroll said a lot of the coaches’ fear for their jobs. If they lose, the coach must be terrible. Also, she was surprised to hear Miss Bonina was let go. 
Mr. Ronald Slowik – 60 Chestnut Drive, President of Derby Pop Warner. He is an advocate for keeping a competitive division as a small town. He thinks the NVL is the right way to go. 
John Monahan – The NVL is not easier than the SCC. It is not an easy call to make. Take the time to consider everything. 
Michele Mastrianni – 105 Ida Avenue. The NVL could be a good move if the kids really want to play. She doesn’t like why all of a sudden we want to go to the NVL. Two years ago she asked why are we in the SCC, and the superintendent at the time said there was educational rewards from this. Sarah explained the benefits to Mrs. Mastrianni. 
Sarah Timpko – 7 Cullins Hill Road. It is frustrating to go against teams when they have twice the number of kids. As an athlete, it is hard to hear we can’t compete with other schools. 

Jennifer Carroll – 7 Laurel Avenue. She sees the younger kids that want to play when they get to the high school level. What needs to be looked at is what is best for young generations. 

Mr. Orazietti addressed some items on the document handed out earlier. The document stated when Mr. Orazietti went to the NVL he had demanded. It was an open dialogue with no demands. The door is open for the wrestling and has to be voted in. 
Mr. Olenoski responded by saying yes it could be voted in. He talked with all the Athletic Directors in the NVL and they referred to it as demands.

Public Portion Closed.
Recognition and Awards

Joe Benedetto and his 6th grade classes, Egyptian museum. Fran Gallo explained the program. Mrs. Parizo presented an Award of Excellence from the Derby Board of Education for Mr. Benedetto and his 6th grade classes. 
Communications 
A. State Department, Dropout Rate Data Review – the dropout rate for last year was 3.13%.
B. State Department, Attendance Reporting Guidelines – the State has given out a definition as to what constitutes attendance.
C. State Department, Racial Statistics – the school is racially ok, reasonable distribution
D. State Department, Grant – After School Program – money received every year. It varies from 125,000- 150,000.
E. ACES Tuition and Transportation rates for 2008-2009 – the cost is going up.
F. Meg Boice, NEASC visitation to West Haven High School – it gives Dr. Boice some experience as to what NEASC will be looking for.
G. Sharon Rinaldo, Graduate Teaching Candidates – Mrs. Parizo read parts of a letter   from Sharon Rinaldo to the Board regarding her students and one of their achievements.

H. Joseph Orazietti, CIAC Audit Committee – An update of the status of the audit was presented to the Board.
I. Chief Eugene Mascolo, Assistance from custodial staff – a letter of thanks to the Board for allowing David Nardone and others to assist the department with a floor maintenance problem.
Student Representative Report – Everyone who went on the Italy trip enjoyed it. Everyone is getting their permission slips for post prom. Graduation is June 17. A lot of ideas came up with the meeting with Mrs. Rivers and Mrs. Shea. The order in which the graduates were called was a problem for parents taking pictures. It will be girls wearing white, boys wearing red, and it will be alphabetically. Caps and gowns were ordered and at $4.00 cheaper. Class night is on the 12th,  field day on the 16th, graduation on the 17th and honors banquet after that. 
Mrs. Parizo informed the Board this is Sarah’s last meeting. She wished her much success in her college career.

John Saccu, Youth Services Bureau presentation Mr. Saccu explained the responsibilities of the Youth Services Bureau. It services two main areas of influence: education, size and law enforcement. Drug and alcohol abuse programs and career experiential and after school programs can be offered. There is a juvenile review board representing education, business community and law enforcement. There is an educational review board where they discuss issues and problems in the education system.
Teacher Report on China Trip The purpose of the trip was to establish sister school relationships with high schools and middle schools in China. They want to create an exchange program. And also teachers and administration to travel. 
Chairwoman’s Report The budget process is moving along slowly. The interview process for the new Superintendent is coming to a close. A special meeting will be held to welcome the new Superintendent. A press release will be announced. 
Action Items:
Fiancial Report Motion to accept the Finance Report by Ken Marcucio, second by Margo Bondi, all in favor, motion carries.
Hires and Resignations
Motion by Ken to accept the resignations of Sue Foss, Jennifer Batterton, and Ignatius Preneta, second by Margo Bondi, all in favor, motion carries.

Motion by Kim  to approve the employment of Nicole Bunnell, Susan Sherman, Joseph  Dryer as teachers, Leticia Perez as the Accts Payable Clerk and Mary Livoti as a part-time para-professional at Irving, second by Brad Tobin, all in favor, motion carries.

Motion by Rebecca O’Hara that the Board of Education acknowledges the assignment of Officer Bartone to the Derby Middle School/High School complex, second by Brad Tobin, all in favor, motion carries.
Motion by Ken Marcucio to approve the Administrative Sub Committee recommendation of James Stadt, Volunteer Middle School Softball, Sean Kiernan, Varsity Assistant Paid Boys Basketball Head Coach, Rick Ortiz, Varsity Assistant Paid Boys Basketball Coach, 

Tony Gonzalez, Middle School Boys Basketball Coach, Pending Certification, Dave Chevarella, Varsity Girls Basketball Head Coach, Joe DiMartino, Assistant Paid Varsity Girls Basketball Coach, Jennifer Walcott, Middle School Girls Basketball Head Coach, 

Nicole Mastrianni, Volunteer Middle School Girls Basketball Coach, Walter Jadach, Varsity Wrestling Head Coach, Rich Froehle, Assistant Paid Varsity Wrestling Coach, 

Jeff Collins, Volunteer Wrestling Coach, Ryan Adams, Varsity Indoor Track Head Coach, Matt Bradshaw, Volunteer Varsity Indoor Track Coach, Toni DeGennaro, Varsity Cheerleading Head Coach, Melanie Anderson, Assistant Paid Varsity Cheerleading Coach, Debbie Parlow, Middle School Cheerleading Head Coach, Natasha Kaputa, Middle School Volunteer Cheerleading Coach, Kelly Manning, Middle School Volunteer Cheerleading Coach, Mark Williams, Volunteer Baseball Coach and Rich Nucifora, Weight Room Supervisor. Second by Brad Tobin, Mrs. Chevarella and Mr. Stadt are recusing themselves from the motion, all in favor, motion carries.
Motion to approve the following coaches Dave Mikos, Volunteer Middle School Boys Basketball Coach, Mike Marcucio, Volunteer Wrestling Coach, Ryan Poeta, Volunteer Wrestling Coach pending certification, Mark Williams, Volunteer Baseball Coach by Jodi Chevarella, second by Brad Tobin, all in favor, motion carries. 
Derby School District remain in SCC for at least another year with possible consideration in 2008-2009 if desired Motion by Ken Marcucio to stay in the Southern CT Conference as recommended by the Administrative Sub Committee and the Athletic Department, both Athletic Director and Head Coaches until some time in the future a move to another league is deemed  to be beneficial to our students and coaches, we will then consider the recommendations of the Coaches and the Athletic Director. Second by Brad Tobin. Discussion: Kim Kreiger made a motion to postpone this topic pending a more comprehensive evaluation and be able to complete the process as it was originally put forward and to be addressed at a future meeting. Second on the motion to postpone by Margo Bondi. Discussion: none. Those in favor of postponing this vote, Brad Tobin – nay, James Stadt – yea, Margo Bondi – yea, Mr. Marcucio – nay, Shannon Valenti –yea, Rebecca O’Hara – nay, Sheila Parizo – nay. Motion to postpone fails. It will be voted on this evening. Further discussion on Mr. Marcucio’s motion by Kim Kreiger. When the sub-committee entered into this process, the goal was to take a look at all the possible league options as a district. It was brought forward about the parity in which Derby competes. It was noted the SCC is a very large league, the number of “S” schools available for us to compete with would be perhaps one other. The coaches were in consensus they would appreciate more parity in competition. The Shoreline and the Berkshire seemed to have the majority of “S” size schools. Another alternative was the NVL as a third option but was then removed during a special meeting at the request of a board member to have the NVL removed or considered or hearing any information about it. They  were not able to completely and comprehensively and objectively take a look at all the options, including the NVL. After hearing from members of the community, she feels it is irresponsible to move forward without being able to put forward to this board a comprehensive objective evaluation, inclusive of all the stake holders. The decision criteria hasn’t even been defined yet. Kim feels the process right now is an incomplete one. Mr. Marcucio said the coaches have voted nay to willing to stay in the present league because we were not accepted in the two leagues in the football league they wanted to go to. When you take out the Friday night schools, the SCC is exactly the same size for football. Based on the fact that the athletic department has recommended we stay where we are, nine out of ten coaches recommended we stay where we are, one coach didn’t vote because she was new, that was the recommendation. Kim was not sure why Ken was at that meeting when they are supposed to remain as objective as possible. Ken said he is interested in the best welfare of the kids. Kim asked Mr. Orazietti about a recent e-mail. She wanted to know if he heard back from all of his coaches and their response to the NVL. Mr. Orazietti said no one has changed their position. Mr. Tobin feels academics is first priority and athletics although a part of everything comes second. Mr. Marcucio said it is the Board’s responsibility to listen to the Athletic Department and the Coaches. No further discussion. A repeat of the motion as read by Interim Superintendent: Motion by Ken Marcucio to stay in the Southern CT Conference as recommended by the Administrative Sub Committee and the Athletic Department if at some time in the future movement is deemed  to be beneficial to our students and Coaches, we will then consider their recommendation. Second by Brad Tobin, all in favor, one opposed – Kim Kreiger, three abstained: Margo Bondi and James Stadt and Shannon Valenti, five yes, motion carries.
Biology Textbook Approval Motion to approve the biology book by Brad Tobin, second by Margo Bondi, all in favor, motion carries.
Use of facility request, Bradley School, Obedient Life Christian Fellowship Church Motion by Ken Marcucio to approve the use of the gym and the cafeteria at Bradley School by the Obedient Life Christian Fellowship Church as requested, second by Rebecca O’Hara, all in favor, motion carries. Mr. Stadt voted no, vote is eight to one.
Field Trip Authorization, 7th grade to New York Hall of Science and Mets Game on June 12 2008
Field Trip Authorization, 9-12 DHS ESL Students to Manhattan Day Trip on June 6 2008

Field Trip Authorization, 11-12th DHS Business Education class to Museum of American Finance on May 14 2008
Motion to approve the field trip by the middle 7th grad to the NY Hall of Science, the High School Business Education trip to the NY Museum of American Finance and the High School ESL trip to NY City to see appropriate sights by Kim Kreiger, second by James Stadt, all in favor, motion carries.
Superintendent Report Mr. Abdalla said there is a discrepancy between the district calendar and the teacher’s labor agreement. The teacher’s labor agreement stipulates the high school teacher’s have students in high school go home at senior session days for the last four days of school and the elementary students are to go home on the last three days of school. The Board had approved everybody goes home on the last three days of school. There is an inherent conflict between the teacher’s labor agreement and the calendar as approved by the board. There is a second area of conflict in that the teacher’s contract stipulates high school and elementary. It does not specify middle school. The union and the school are trying to meet everybody’s needs that might be possible. His discussions with the union will continue. 
Post Prom Party – Mr. Abdalla had a request from the committee for the district to pick up the cost of the custodians. The district has paid for police and custodians in the past. He said he would do so. 

Defibrillators – notices were sent to faculty and Board members. Nine people responded.  

There was a memorial service was held a few days ago for student Sydney Bartone. It was conducted by Mrs. Coppola.

The Derby School held a “Pennies for Parents” program for the Leukemia Lymphoma Society and raised funds.

The State legislature mandated certain criteria for the ISS program. The legislature is under pressure because it was not well thought out. It will not go into effect until September 2009 and the program will be revised. 

The SRO Memorandum of Understanding has been signed. 
The Middle School had its first Honor Society induction. 

Administrative Reports 

Middle School:

The SRO is on board and it is great. 

April 20th Bradley and Irving 6th graders visited the school. 

April 29th was the National Junior Honor Society induction ceremony.

May 13th student council members read at Bradley School. 

Parent Orientation was held May 13th. The parents received information, music and a tour. 

May 14th was a lock down drill.

May 15th was a DMS spring concert.

May 19th will be the DMS PTO Honors Banquet. 

May 20th there will be a CSI Assembly.

The DMS PTO has been discussing nominations for PTO Officers.

Bradley School:
May 8th there was a VIP festival.
The full district had a workshop given by DCF.

Tomorrow the sixth graders are leaving for Boston.
This week is kindergarten screening. 

Next Wednesday is the Bradley School Concert. 

June 9th is field day.

June 12th is kindergarten graduation.

June 13th is honors recognition. 

Irving School:
The children put on a wax museum. It was based upon famous people in American History. 

Last night was International Night. There were children in their native costumes, followed by international foods.
Next Tuesday night there will be a concert held at the DMS.

Today Mr. Gallo heard they will be receiving a grant. Students will be sent over a course of one month to work on dance and drama. There is no cost to Derby.

Sarah Timpko has been asked to be a speaker at the Thomas Gillon Banquet on June 10th. 

Dr. Boice said they are planning the curriculum work. There is a timeline and they are on target.

Executive Session – Motion to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel issues and invite Mr. Abdalla, with no action when coming out by Ken Marcucio, second by Margo Bondi, all in favor, motion carries. 
Executive Session ended at 11:10 p.m.
Adjournment Motion to adjourn the meeting at  11:10 p.m. by Ken Marcucio  with a second by James Stadt, all in favor, motion passes. Meeting adjourned.
***These minutes are subject to the approval of the Board of Education at their next regularly scheduled meeting. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Denise Cesaroni

Recording Secretary
