CITY OF DERBY

BOARD OF EDUCATION

REGULAR MEETING

MINUTES JUNE 19 2008

Meeting called to order:  meeting called to order at 7:10 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance: all rose and pledged allegiance
Roll Call Present:James Stadt, Marguerite Bondi, Sheila Parizo, Ken Marcucio, Jodi Chevarella, Rebecca O’Hara and Kim Kreiger. Also Present: Superintendent Dr. Stephen Tracy. Absent: Brad Tobin and Shannon Valenti.
Additions, deletions, corrections to agenda –Motion to approve the agenda by Ken Marcucio, second by Kim Kreiger, all in favor, motion carries. 

Approval of minutes 

May 12, 2008 – Community Relations Subcommittee meeting

Motion to accept by James Stadt, second by Margo Bondi, all in favor, motion carries.
May 13, 2008 – Special Board of Ed meeting. Motion to approve by Jodi Chevarella, second by James Stadt, all in favor, motion carries.
May 15, 2008 – Regular Board of Ed meeting. Motion to accept by Ken Marcucio,
second by Margo Bondi, discussion on motion: Mr. Marcucio had some revisions: the title: Derby School District remain in SCC 2008-2009. Delete 2008-2009. Further down it says “the coaches have voted nay, it should say yay. Also, “because we were not accepted in the … should read as not accepted in the Shoreline or Berkshire leagues or in the Pequot league in football. Next: When you take out the….. five “LL” schools (which we will never play) (Shelton is a mutually agreed upon game, but we could drop this game at any time). the SCC is exactly the same size: as the NVL in football. 
all in favor, motion carries. 

May 20, 2008 – Special Board of Ed meeting. Motion to approve by Ken Marcucio, second by James Stadt, all in favor, motion carries. 

May 21, 2008 – Special Board of Ed meeting Motion to accept by Ken Marcucio, second by James Stadt, all in favor, motion carries.
Public Participation
No one from the public spoke. Public Portion Closed.
Communications 

Kim Kreiger read the following letters to the Board:

A. Bradley School selected for the 2009 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) 
B. State Department of Education, Derby is in full compliance regarding certification

C. University of Connecticut adjunct faculty  member Catalina Motiani for ECE program

D. ACES Tech Grant, 1st and 2nd prize for outstanding web sites created; Grades 4-6 Science/Technology Grant

E. Linda Coppola, Commend Mrs. DiCenso and sixth grade boys for beautification of grounds of Bradley School

F. Joseph Orazietti, Thank you for generous donation of non perishable food

G. Joseph Orazietti, Commend team captains for assistance on Field Day, Bradley School

H. George W. Bush, Thank you letter to Second Grade class at Bradley regarding the environment.

I. Marianne Feroce, Graphic Design Class worked with three Kindergarten classes at Irving

J. Varsity Basketball Coaches willingness to go above and beyond

K. Acknowledgement of Jennifer Eckhart’s guidance and caring of the students in Derby High School

L. Corrected NEASC letter
Ben Bartone, School Resource Officer Introduction, brief presentation Mr. Bartone was not present. This presentation has been postponed.
Chairwoman’s Report 
Mrs. Parizo informed the Board that Shannon Valenti has resigned. Mrs. Parizo attended the retirement party on June 2nd, a mentor reception, kindergarten graduation at Irving, senior class night, eighth grade moving up, and DHS graduation.
Action Items:
A. Financial Report Motion to accept the Finance Report by Kim Kreiger, second by James Stadt, all in favor, motion carries.
B. Approval of 2008-2009 budget Motion to approve the budget as recommended by Dr. Tracy at $16,526,000 by Kim Kreiger, second by James Stadt, all in favor, motion carries.
C. Approval of bank authorized signatures

Motion by Ken Marcucio, that the Derby Board of Education authorizes Dr. Stephen Tracy, Superintendent and Sheila Parizo, Chairwoman, Derby Board of Education as authorized signatures on the bank account # 7024043832, second by Margo Bondi, all in favor, motion carries.
D. Approval of Healthy Foods Certification

Motion byKim Kreiger to accept the Healthy Food Certification Statement for July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009, second by James Stadt, all in favor, motion carries.
E. Approval of English and Social Studies curriculum

Motion byKim Kreiger that the Derby Board of Education approve the new English and Social Studies curriculum as presented by the Administrative Sub Committee, second by James Stadt , all in favor, motion carries.
F. Approval of additional half day for high school students in the 08-09 calendar year

Motion by Jodi Chevarella that the Derby Board of Education revise the 2008-2009 school calendar to include and additional half day for Derby High School students for a total of four half days at the end of the year, second by Rebecca O’Hara, all in favor, motion carries.
G. Approve revision of Attendance Policy

Motion by Ken Marcucio to accept the Attendance Policy as recommended by the Community Relations Sub Committee, second by Margo Bondi, all in favor, motion carries.
H. Approve revision of Removal/Suspension/Expulsion Policy

Motion by Margo Bondi to accept the Removal,Suspension and Expulsion Policy as recommended by the Community Relations Sub Committee, second byKim Kreiger , all in favor, motion carries
I. Hires, resignations, Retiree

 1. Kathleen Belmont, Special Education teacher, Middle School, hire

 2. Joseph Benedetto, Irving School, Grade 6, resignation

 3. Stephen Chichester, Middle School, Grade 7, Math, resignation

 4. Daniel Foley, Grade 6, Bradley School, retiree

 5. Judy Leve, Social Worker, District-wide, retiree

 6. Diane Lionetti, Grade 6, Irving School, retiree

 7. James Matthews, Physical Education Teacher, DMS, retiree

 8. Signe Olivieri, Accounting Teacher, DHS, retiree

 9. Eleanor Pivirotto, Special Education Teacher, DMS, retiree

 10.Joanne Wilson, Grade 8 English Teacher, SMS, retiree

H
Motion to accept the resignations of Joseph Benedetto and Stephen Chichester by Ken Marcucio, second by Kim Kreiger, all in favor, motion carries.

Motion to accept the hiring of Kathleen Belmont by Kim Kreiger, second by Rebecca O’Hara, all in favor, motion carries.
Motion byKim Kreiger to approve the retirement of Mr. Foley, Mrs. Leve, Mrs. Lionetti, Mr. Matthews, Mrs. Olivieri, Mrs. Pivirotto and Mrs. Wilson with thanks for the many years of outstanding service to the students of the Derby Public Schools, second by James Stadt , all in favor, motion carries.

Superintendent Report 
Dr. Tracy addressed the board with his thoughts of what he will be focusing his attention on in his first 100 days. Among the items mentioned was establishing a positive working relationship with the Board of Education by way of a board retreat. Establishing FY 09 operating budget, address key leadership vacancies, initiate connections with students, parents and faculty, assess state of academic achievement throughout the district, insure progress of MS building project, clarify and enhance district financial management, establish district leadership team, initiate conversations with board and staff regarding student engagement, motivation and self discipline, establish positive working relationship with the Mayor and other officials and recommend a strategic plan for Derby Public Schools.
Dr. Tracy will meet with the Mayor on Monday to discuss the health insurance issue. His concerns are to make sure the insurance meets the obligation to the employees, save money and have it be a fair competitive process.

Administrative Reports 

Bradley School: Mrs. Coppola addressed the board with the events for the month: the kindergarten graduation was held for 42 students, there are 59 registered for September, 55 students attended the honors recognition. 
Irving School: Mr. Gallo said Irving had its kindergarten graduation and moved up 60 children. They had the Thomas Gillian banquet, the New Haven Symphony on June 13th and nature/wildlife field trips. There will be a mentor breakfast and a scavenger hunt held at the end of the school year.
Middle School: Sally Bonina listed the events for the month, among them: PTO honors banquet at Connie’s, CSI assembly, 1st DMD Spanish spelling bee, the last PTO meeting, National Junior Honor Society, Grade 8 field day and a moving up ceremony.

New Business no new business
Previous Business no old business
Executive Session – Motion to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel issues and invite Dr. Tracy, with no action when coming out at 8:41 p.m. by Kim Kreiger, second by James Stadt, all in favor, motion carries. 

***These minutes are subject to the approval of the Board of Education at their next regularly scheduled meeting. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Denise Cesaroni

Recording Secretary
