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CITY OF DERBY 

BOARD OF APPORTIONMENT & TAXATION  

MINUTES 

OCTOER 16, 2017 

7:00 PM 

JOAN WILLIAMSON ALDERMANIC CHAMBERS 

    
Ray Bowers                                                      Shirley Miani  

Howard Bradshaw      Rose Pertoso 

James Butler                     Sam Pollastro, Jr. 

Christopher Carloni.      Phyllis Sochrin  

Carlo Malerba, Jr.      Judy Szewczyk, Chairperson  

 

 

Ms. Szewczyk opened the meeting at 7:04 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call 

Present: Mr. Bowers, Mr. Bradshaw, Mr. Butler, Mr. Carloni, Ms. Miani, Ms. Pertoso, Mr. 

Pollastro, Ms. Sochrin and Ms. Szewczyk. 

 

Absent: Mr. Malerba 

 

 

Additions, Deletions and Corrections to Agenda  

There were no changes to the agenda. 

Public Portion 

No one from the public spoke. 
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Motion to Approve Minutes of Meeting of September 18, 2017 

There were not enough members present to approve the minutes. A motion was made by 

Mr. Butler and seconded by Mr. Pollastro to file the minutes in the Town Clerk’s office. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Mr. McLiverty made a presentation to the board regarding the Fund Balance, and the 

fact that the state still has not approved a budget, and where we fall financially during 

this time.  He said that 56 towns have already had their bond ratings downgraded. He 

presented the board copies of S&P Global Ratings Direct. It shows that we as a city have 

been placed on a Credit Watch with negative implications. As of September 29, 2017, 

Derby has gone from a AA/Stable to AA/Watch Negative. He asked to have into the 

record the following: “The CreditWatch  placement reflects Connecticut’s ongoing 

budget impasse and brinkmanship which could reduce significant amounts of municipal 

aid payments to local governments beginning Oct. 1,” said S & P Global Ratings credit 

analyst Victor Medeiros.  “It also reflects our view that the credit quality of these 

municipalities could deteriorate further due to weaker reserves and liquidity concerns.” 

Mr. McLiverty went on to quote from the S&P Global Ratings Connecticut Outlook to 

Negative from Stable on Increasing Constraints to Structural Balance. “ The outlook 

change reflects what we believe to be increasing constraints on Connecticut achieving 

long-term structural balance, highlighted by the state’s delay in enacting a fiscal 2018-

2019 biennium budget for the period that began July 1, 2017, said Mr. David Hitchcock. 

“These Budget constraints include revenue weakness because of slow economic growth 

and recent population decline and reduced revenue-raising flexibility after substantial 

tax incrases were insttuted in the last two biennium budgets.” 

Mr. McLiverty went on to explain the fund balance and where we as a city will be and as 

of now we sill have a positive fund balance this year.  Ms. Szewczyk said it would be nice 

if the board could get a report month to month on a green bar sheet, so we can have a 

running tally of money coming and going out. She also asked if there was a statue that 

says we can have a “emergency meeting” to change the budget if deemed necessary.  

Mr. McLiverty will get her a copy of the state statue. The question was asked about our 

“cash flow” and he said that we should be ok until March,  we have assets to take us to 

January. The Motor Vehicle taxes should also be coming in, the state must notify us by 

November 1st  of the rate being set..  After March, if there still is no budget, we will have a 

problem.  

Ms. Szewczyk asked the board if they had any questions on what Mr. McLiverty had 

presented, but no had questions.  She thanked Mr. McLiverty for the detailed report. 

Budget Procedure, Status and Advisory 

Mr. Coppola had nothing to report. 
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Appropriation from Fund Balance $41,800.00 

 From Account (001-8400-390-0390) Working Balance $41,800.00 

 To Account (001-8600-240-0248) Storm Water Management $41,800.00 

 

A motion to put the money into the budget was made by Ms. Pertoso and seconded by 

Mr. Bowers.  Ms. Sochrin said in reading the minutes from the BOA, it looked like Attorney 

Teodosio was saying there was a “disconnect” between the BOA and BOAT, and we 

should try to streamline. She felt the BOA was dismissing us, by approving money before 

they even check with BOAT to be sure there was money available.  Mr. Bowers felt she 

misunderstood Attorney Teodosio”s statement,  Ms. Szewczyk said she felt we are not on 

the same page. Ms. Sochrin asked why this wasn’t put out to bid, and when there is a bid 

waiver, do both boards have to approved. Mr. McLiverty said that this was put through as 

Professional Services so it did not have to go out to bid.  Mr. Pollastro asked why didn’t 

this go to the sub-committee first?  Ms. Pertoso rescinded her motion, and Mr. Bowers 

rescinded his second.  A new motion was made by Mr. Butler and seconded by Ms. 

Pertoso, to move the $41,800.00 from the working balance to the Storm Water 

Management line item.  The vote was taken and the motion failed.  Roll call was taken as 

follows: Mr. Bowers, Yes; Mr. Bradshaw, NO; Mr. Butler, Yes; Mr. Carloni, Yes;  Ms. Miani, 

Yes;; Mr. Pertoso, Yes; Mr. Pollastro, No; Ms. Sochrin, abstained.  The motion failed.  After 

further discussion, Ms. Sochrin changed her vote to yes, and Ms. Szewczyk voted Yes.  

Motion Passed.  

Transfer, Fire Marshall $700.00 

 From Account (001-3400-390-0390) Supplies/Equipment $700.00 

 To Account (001-3400-280-0284) Vehicle Maintenance $700.00 

 

Fire Marshall’s vehicle needs four new tires at the state bid price. A motion was made by 

Ms. Sochrin and seconded by Ms. Pertoso.   Motion Carried. 

 

Transfer Working Balance $16,654.99 

 From Account (001-8400-390-0390) Working Balance $16,654.99 

 To Account (001-8200-390-0390) City Owned Properties $16,654.99 

 

To pay for storm water sewer break, Nutmeg, Hawthorne and McEvoy Avenues.  Mr. Carloni 

questioned if this should have taken from the BOE budget, but Mr. McLiverty said this was 

city property owners.  Motion Carried. 
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Transfer from Working Balance $7,400.00 

 From Account (001-8400-390-0390) Working Balance $7,400.00 

 To Account (001-3200-330-0334) F.D. Equipment Maintenance $7,400.00 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Butler and seconded by Ms. Sochrin.  Mr. Kelleher spoke to the 

board, and said after listening to Mr. McLiverty’s presentation, and as a tax payer he 

thought twice about his request, and said he remembered he had $10,000.00 in the Capital 

Budget, and he wandered if he could use that for these repairs.   Mr. McLiverty said he 

could and it would not to be a transfer.  It would be documented what the money was 

being used for.  The motion was dismissed and Mr. Coppola would take care of the 

transaction.   

 

 

Adjournment 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Butler and seconded by Mr. Pertoso.  The meeting 

was adjourned at 8:26 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Louise Pitney 

Recording Secretary 

*** These minutes are subject to the approval by the Board of Apportionment & Taxation     

      at their next regular meeting.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   


