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City of Derby 

Board of Apportionment & Taxation 

SPECIAL MEETING 

MAY 24, 2016 

7:00 PM 

JOAN WILLIAMSON ALDERMATIC CHAMBERS 

    
Ray Bowers                                                      Shirley Miani  

Howard Bradshaw      Rose Pertoso 

James Butler                     Sam Pollastro, Jr. 

Christopher Carloni.      Phyllis Sochrin  

Carlo Malerba, Jr.      Judy Szewczyk, Chairperson  

 

 

Ms. Szewczyk opened the meeting at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call 

Present:   Mr. Bowers, Mr. Bradshaw, Mr. Butler, Mr. Carloni, Mr. Malerba, Ms. Miani, Ms. 

Pertoso, Mr. Pollastro, Ms, Sochrin and Ms. Szewczyk. 

Mayor Dugatto asked for a moment of silence in memory of former Mayor Gino DiMauro, Jr. 

Public Portion 

Ms. Szewczyk asked is anyone wanted to speak in this part of the public portion, to limit 

their comments on anything but the budget, as that would be the second part of the 

public portion. 

Mayor Dugatto asked for a moment of silence in memory of former Mayor Gino DiMauro, Jr. 

 Mr.  Frederick Picroski 216 Derby Avenue, questioned the proposed tax decrease 

on the car taxes that the state had proposed, and how this would affect the 

budget. 
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Public Portion was closed. 

Public Hearing on the Preliminary Budget for Fiscal Year 2016-2017 

Ms. Szewczyk asked if everyone would limit their comments to 5 minutes, and the board 

was there to listen to the public, but not answer any questions or give any information at 

this time. 

 Mr. Theodore Anglace 37 Bank Street, commented on the school budget, and 

how he thought it was much too high and should be cut. 

 Ms. Christina Cummings 186 Minerva Street commented that she is unable to 

allow her small children to play outside because of how the neighborhood has 

gone down. She asked where her tax dollars are going.  Taxes are going up, but 

the services are going down. 

 Mr. Frank Sura 766 Hawthorne Avenue said the percent the budget is being 

increased is greater than the growth of the economy. 

 Mr. Carmen Dicenso 7 Jeanetti Drive thanked the board for all their hard work in 

putting the budget together. His comments were on the decrease to the Storm 

Ambulance Corp. He quoted what surrounding towns pay for their ambulance 

services and how we are lucky to have the service we have in Derby. He felt that 

everyone should tighten their budgets, that the three largest budgets in the city 

have not been cut and the Storm Ambulance Corp should not be cut 50% of what 

they requested. 

 Mr. Thomas Lionetti 79 Sunset Drive commented that his house has depreciated, 

but the taxes are going up, would like an explanation of what Derby has to offer 

that his taxes should be going up.  

 Mr. Theodore Anglace 37 Bank Street commented that the Police Department 

budget should also be reduced. He felt it was much too high. 

 Mayor Anita Dugatto 69 Elizabeth Street, resident, business owner and property 

owner. For the first time, my property tax is higher than my business tax, so I am in 

the same boat as everyone else. We are not getting any revenue on many of the 

large parcels of land in the city. We have hired a chief of staff on a part time 

basis, who is working hard to access what we have downtown. This year we have 

the perfect storm. The state has cut the bus services for the Board of Education. 

My budget, which I have presented to the board tonight, reduces every budget. 

We are trying to do a plan for the development of downtown. We have a firm that 

is giving us a plan, and this plan will show us what is under the ground to see what 

can be built on this land. We have received a grant to do this. We need one plan 

and we can follow through on this, instead of a different plan every year. 

Reevaluation brought down our values, for some people it went down, for others it 

did not. We will not go down to “0”, but a new day is coming and we will be 

getting our tax dollars on these large parcels of land. It is not immediate, but we 
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are working hard to get there. We’re in this together, I’m here every Thursday 

night, and you can come and talk to me. I want to thank the Board for all of their 

hard work and I want to thank everyone for coming tonight.  

 Mr. Thomas Lionetti 79 Sunset Drive- asked why the city is not looking further into 

regionalizing with Ansonia to help with the large education budget.  

 Mr. Frederick Picroski 216 Derby Avenue – commented to Mr. Lionetti that he has 

attended meetings on the regionalization, and the problems were in the salary 

structure which was uneven. Derby differed from Ansonia and no one wants to 

take a pay cut. He went on to ask about the General Fund in the State of 

Connecticut, and how do cities like Derby compare, what are they getting from 

the state. 

 Barbara DeGennaro 51 Paugassett Road spoke on behalf of the Storm 

Ambulance Corp. By state law, we must provide services, and all these people 

are volunteers. the city pays workmen’s compensation, insurance, etc. what 

about looking at all the agencies that the city funds. The public should see every 

line item for each department, and not just the bottom line. Let people know 

exactly where the money is being spent. Everyone should be cut, and this should 

be fairly across the board. 

 Mr. Sura 766 Hawthorne Avenue- Stop using “%cut” unless you have a bottom 

line. 

 Mr. Theodore Anglace 37 Bank Street- What about the WPCA fees, are the 

taxpayers also going to be hit with that large bill also. What about the sale of the 

old Franklin School, sold for a lot more than it was worth.  

 Ms. Christina Cummings 186 Minerva Street, cautioned the board not to decrease 

the Police or Fire Departments, they should look at other departments such as the 

Board of Education. 

 Mr. Picroski 216 Derby Avenue- All the fire department if volunteer, this is a huge 

savings for the taxpayer. They serve this city with their hearts. 

 Ms. Szewczyk commented that she was very happy to see so many people 

attend this public hearing. 

 Mr. Marc Garofalo-Town/City Clerk was upset that the board had cut 4 line items 

in his budget which are very important to the City of Derby. His office maintains 

and keeps all the records for the city of Derby. All the records are permanent 

records and the money that was cut, is important to maintain and keep these 

records. He also commented that no cuts should be made to the education in all 

the departments. This is the way we are kept up to date with all the changes and 

it is very important that the classes be attended.  
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Ms. Szewczyk asked if anyone else wished to comment. She invited everyone to attend 

the meeting tomorrow night at 7:00 PM for the Final Budget presentation. 

 

Adjournment 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Butler and seconded by Mr. Bradshaw. The meeting was 

adjourned at 7:45pm. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Louise Pitney 

Recording Secretary 

*** These minutes are subject to the approval by the Board of Apportionment & Taxation     

      at their next regular meeting.  


