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CITY OF DERBY 

BOARD OF APPORTIONMENT & TAXATION  

MINUTES 

JULY 17, 2017 

7:00 PM 

JOAN WILLIAMSON ALDERMANIC CHAMBERS 

    
Ray Bowers                                                      Shirley Miani  

Howard Bradshaw      Rose Pertoso 

James Butler                     Sam Pollastro, Jr. 

Christopher Carloni.      Phyllis Sochrin  

Carlo Malerba, Jr.      Judy Szewczyk, Chairperson  

 

 

Ms. Szewczyk opened the meeting at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call 

Present:  Mr. Butler, Mr. Carloni, Mr. Malerba, Ms. Miani, Ms. Pertoso, Ms. Sochrin 

and Ms, Szewczyk. 

Absent: Mr. Bowers, Mr. Bradshaw and Mr. Pollastro 

Additions, Deletions and Corrections to Agenda  

Mr. Coppola asked to have one item added to the agenda.  He said the Operations and 

Procedures Committee of the BOA asked him to bring to the tax board a request for a bid 

waiver for energy. This would include our natural gas and electrical contracts. We have a 

proposal from an energy consultant to go out 4 or 5 years, as the industry is recommending 

to lock in now, as the market should not be declining any further.  RJT Energy Consultants in 

Woodbridge who is working with Mark Izzo of the Board of Education and ourselves, 
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surveyed the market and we brought this to the Operations & Procedures Sub-Committee 

who suggested this go to the Board of Alderman at their next meeting.  I was not aware 

that this had to go to both boards. I’m not sure how you want to handle this. The bid waiver 

is for a modest amount of money, and right now we spend upwards of $500,000.00 for 

natural gas and electricity. However, the bid waiver is not for that, it is for us to use the 

same consulting firm, and they get a small percentage of the bid price. The work they 

have done so far is nothing more than expectations.  These folks have worked with the 

Board of Education for years and their fees are modest in comparison to other consultants. 

This will be brought to the Board of Alderman next Thursday, and I just wanted to get this on 

tonight’s agenda.  Ms. Szewczyk asked the board if they had any questions.  A motion was 

made by Mr. Butler and seconded by Ms. Pertoso to add this to the agenda as Item #15, 

and move the adjournment to item #16.   Motion Carried. 

 Public Portion  

No one from the public spoke. 

      

Motion to Approve Minutes of Meeting of June 19, 2017 

Ms. Sochrin said she found two typos in the minutes, on page #6, the word should have 

been “here” not her, and on page #3, the name “Denise” appears, and she said it should 

have included the last name, which should have read “Cesaroni”. Ms. Pertoso,  said on 

page #1, she was listed as “Mr” instead of “Ms”, and Mr. Coppola said the top of page #1 

says “agenda” instead of Minutes. A motion to accept the minutes as amended was made 

by Ms. Sochrin and seconded by Mr. Carloni.   Motion Carried.    

Treasurer’s Report 

Mr. McLiverty stated he had two items, first we are still waiting patiently for Hartford to 

pass a budget, we have had some rough numbers, but the Governor is not reacting to 

them. We do have an item on the agenda tonight that will help us navigate and what 

impact this will have on our budget.   

The second item is we will be going to the Bond Market in September; this will be for the 

next phase of the roads, and the next phase of the sewer project. Our bond rate is 2.3% 

and we are still in the valley in the market. I will be giving you an update once we sell the 

notes. 

Budget Procedure, Status and Advisory 

Ms. Szewczyk said that we are concerned that we will be spending more than we will be 

given, so it was suggested that we might want to do a freeze on any discretionary 

spending until the state budget is passed. Judy went through the budget and each 

Department Head will be given a copy of their budget showing what items have been 

selected as discretionary. The thought is that no one can spend any money from these 
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selected items unless it’s an emergency. If not an emergency, they will have to go to Mr. 

Coppola and explain the expenditure.  Mr. Coppola will give the board a report each 

month. If you look at the list you will see that the salaries are non-discretionary items 

because they are by contract. Mr. McLiverty added that if the state does adopt a 

budget, and the ECS is lower, and the budget gets adopted, and we lose on the hospitals 

and the LOCIP monies, we will have to check and navigate our budget to reflect these 

changes. He added that in all his 20 years, there has never a delay in the adoption of a 

budget this long.  Ms. Sochrin asked if we should vote on not using any of the 

discretionary funds unless the state budget is passed, and the revenue works in with what 

we have.  She added that she was looking at the public works, and if they have a truck 

which breaks down, what happens. The answer given was there will be exceptions where 

something will have to be done.  The special working balance was not touched. All 

employment and positions to be filled will be frozen unless the board approves. The 

money will have to be moved first. Mr. Carloni asked about doing the budget next year 

and Mr. McLiverty said there is a proposal in Hartford where the Tax Boards will be given 

the ability to vote on what educational and administrative salaries in areas where they 

can cut. This will give the BoAT the ability to make these decisions.  Next year’s budget 

will be different if this law should be passed. Ms Szeczyk proposed the following motion, 

We will freeze discretionary spending for all departments as per the attached document 

until such time that the Hartford Budget is passed and the amount of money given us in 

Revenue meets or exceeds our budget, with the provision that if any of this discretionary 

spending must be rescinded for an emergency they will direct that to the Finance 

Director.  The motion was made by Mr. Malerba and seconded by Mr. Carloni.  Motion 

Carried. 

Mr. Malerba made a second motion that the City holds off on any new hiring while the 

discretionary accounts are frozen.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Carloni.  Motion 

Carried. 

2017-2018 Budget 

Fund Balance to Library Grants $2,670.15 

 Increase Account (001-6000-690-6918) Fund Balance $2,670.15 

 Increase Account (001-5500-360-0360) Grants $2,670.15 

 

Mr. Coppola said this money has been dropped down from the fund balance. A motion to 

accept was made by Ms. Sochrin and seconded by Mr. Butler. 
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Fund Balance to Youth Services Programs $8,826.54 

 Increase Account (001-6000-690-6918) Fund Balance $8,826.54 

 Increase Account (001-9200-270-0272) Youth Service Programs $8,826.54 

 

Mr. Coppola said this money has been dropped down from the fund balance. A motion to 

accept was made by Mr. Butler and seconded by Mr. Malerba. 

 

 

2016-2017 Budget 

 

Transfer to Special Working Balance $14,853.19 

 From Account (001-4300-270-0271) Monitoring Wells $9,053.19 

 From Account (001-4300-390-0392) Landfill Cap Management $5,800.00 

 To Special Working Balance (001-8400-390-0391) $14,853.19 

 

To pay for MS4, storm water discharge, two invoices. Mr. Coppola explained that he had 

attached a letter from Mr. Melcher and the bills from Mr. D’Amico.  Mr. Malerba asked if this 

was the carry off from last month’s meeting when the board asked for a representative to 

come to the meeting to explain the bills and the timing of them.  Mr. Coppola said he was 

the spokesperson. After discussion, the board put any further discussion on hold until Mr. 

Coppola tried to reach the Mayor by phone.  This also included the next item on the 

agenda.   

 

 

Transfer from Special Working Balance $14,853.19 

 From Account (001-8400-390-0391) Special Working Balance $14,853.19 

 To Account (001-8600-240-0248) Storm Water Discharge PE $14,853.19 

 

To pay for MS4, storm water discharge, two invoices 

 

Transfer from Special Working Balance $8,516.33 

 From Account (001-8400-690-6918) Fund Balance $8,516.33 

 To Account (001-5500-110-0114) Library Custodians $5,302.33 

 To Account (001-5500-110-0110) Library Director $1,415.40 

 To Account (001-5500-110-0112) Adult Circ. Librarian $793.44 

 To Account (001-5500-110-0115) Children’s Librarian $1,005.12 

 

Mr. Coppola explained that these transfers because of the labor settlement where the 

custodian was granted the pay to be paid at the full time rate. A motion to accept was 

made by Ms. Sochrin and seconded by Mr. Butler.  Motion Carried. 
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Library Transfers  

 From Account (001-5500-110-0114) Part Time Assistants $4,413.67 

 From Account 001-5500-110-0116) Extra Coverage Hours $6,194.98 

 From Account (001-5500-350-0350) Repairs and Maintenance $1,458.31 

 To Account (001-5500-110-0113) Custodian $12,066.96 

 

Mr. Coppola said this too should be treated as a transfer due to the settlement. The 

custodian has already been paid, the account was in the negative, but now this will level 

the account.  A motion was made by Ms. Sochrin and seconded by Mr. Butler. Motion 

Carried.  

The board took a recess at 7:54pm and came back into session at 7:56pm. 

Increase outside Police Work $116,609.97 

 Increase Account (001-6000-690-6952) Police Outside Work $116,609.97 

 Increase Account (001-2300-270-0271) Police Pension $72,601.66 

 Increase Account (001-3100-110-0012) Outside Work Wages $43,263.11 

 Increase Account (001-3100-110-0115) Sick Time Buyout $745.20 

 

A motion to accept was made by Mr. Butler and seconded by Ms. Sochrin. The question 

was asked why the pension went up so much. It was explained that when the overtime 

goes up, so does the pension as this is figured in the pensions.  The outside work wages has 

nothing do to with the regular overtime in the police budget. Ms. Pertoso asked if the 

money is being collected, and Mr. Coppola said he receives checks everyday and it is 

deposited into a separate account. The Police Department should be giving us a list of the 

vendors, and ideally we should be paid up front.  Motion Carried. 

 

Bid Waiver 

 

Ms. Szewczyk explained that the Bid Waiver from the BOA and BoAT are separate. Mr. 

Coppola said the BOA will be meeting next week, and hopefully will approve it. Then he 

would go back to the Mark Izzo of the BOE and tell him this is what was approved. By doing 

this, we will not be losing a lot ot time.  Mr. McLiverty said when they to the bidders, they 

compare the prices of the UI and kilowatt hours, then they go the market and if they all 

have the same margin, it’s inclusive, then they go the broker.  Mr. Coppola said he felt the 

BoAT could wait until next month.  The board decided to table this and add it to the 

agenda of next month. 
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Items #10 and #11 

 

Ms Szewczyk asked Mr. Coppola if he had heard back from the Mayor, and he had not.  She 

said at this point, we are not being fined. Mr. Coppola said he would like to probe deeper, that 

he needs to see who Mr. Domurad has been talking to, because he received all his information 

from him. Mr. Carloni said we’ve already been fined, and these people need to provide us with 

more information. They should be sending someone to explain the bills. Mr. Coppola said he 

had advised Mr. D’Amico, and he spoke to the Mayor and she said all the information is on the 

website. She did offer to be here tonight.  Mr. Butler said we’ve already been fined, and Mr. 

Carloni said it looks like there are a lot of charges for engineering. Why are there two different 

firms?  Ms. Szewczyk said if this is ongoing it should be added to the budget and Mr. Coppola 

said it was listed under line item 4100-380-0390-0000, and the dollar amount is $27,000.00. It 

was then suggested that this be tabled to the meeting.  A motion to table this was made by Mr. 

Malerba and seconded by M. Carloni.    Motion Carried. 

 

Adjournment 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Butler and seconded by Ms. Pertoso.  Motion 

Carried.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:16PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Louise Pitney 

Recording Secretary 

*** These minutes are subject to the approval by the Board of Apportionment & Taxation     

      at their next regular meeting.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   


