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CITY OF DERBY 

BLIGHT COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2014 – 6:00 P.M. 

 

JOAN WILLILAMSON ALDERMANIC CHAMBERS 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

Carmen DiCenso called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  All rose and pledged allegiance to the 

flag. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Present:  Carmen T. DiCenso, Felicia Monaco, David J. Anroman 

 

Also Present: Keith A. McLiverty, City Treasurer 

                        Carlo Sarmiento, Building Inspector 

                        Kevin M. Blake, Corporation Counsel 

  

NOMINATION FOR A CHAIRPERSON 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Anroman with a second by Ms. Monaco to nominate Carmen T. 

DiCenso for Chairperson.  Motion carried. 

 

There were no other nominations for Chairperson.  Nominations were closed and Carmen T. DiCenso 

was elected Chairperson.  

 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, CORRECTION TO THE AGENDA 

There were no additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda. 

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 14, 2014 MEETING 

Without objection the Minutes of the January 14, 2014 meeting were TABLED until the next meeting. 

 

PUBLIC PORTION 

 

Keith A. McLiverty, 15 Academy Hill Road, Derby, CT 

I rise for a couple of things – one is blight – I encourage you to pursue remedying our City of blight.  

Blight is poison and it continues to contaminate our neighborhoods rather rapidly.  Derby Avenue 

used to have shot out windows now they’re boarded up windows.  Cars are parking reverse ways on 

the curb.  We have cars on jacks now sitting on Derby Ave now with no windows – they’re all broken.  

So this is what happens and we talked about this over a year ago, that it starts to spread.  People 

have an expectation and if that expectation isn’t met so the bad people do things like leave cars 

jacked up and parked in the wrong direction on Derby Ave.  They start parking on the curbs – why – 

because the house that they’re parking in front of has shot-out windows.  So this is the poison that I’m 

talking about.  So I hope and I encourage you to remedy it the best that you can.  We also have 

about $2 million in blight fines outstanding City-wide.  As Mr. DiCenso and I have spoken a number of 

times – there’s a balance and I understand that – I’m just being extreme on one end of the issue in 

hopes that the resolution is somewhere in the middle.  Keep in mind that you as the Board of 

Aldermen have $200,000 of the Tax Board appropriated for demolition and density reduction.  You 
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have just over $34,000 I believe collected two years ago – and when I say two years ago it’s the year 

before Carlo – in blight fines and I believe Carlo brought in about $43,000 two weeks ago.  So if you 

add all of that up that’s in the blight pot and also for density reduction.  Where I kind of come from is 

if there’s blight fines and such they’re showing disregard to the expectation the quality of life 

established in the City and we pursue those properties.  You have money to buy and knock down 

those properties or foreclose on those properties.  There’s one at the bottom of Academy Hill where 

the taxes owed are more than the value of the home.  So if we pursue those and knock them down 

and we reduce density we all win.  We get rid of blight and we reduce density.  Now I’m also 

resolved to the fact that not everything is going to be a knock down.  You may have some that the 

City could flip – there’s two on Marshall Lane I think right across from each other.  If we take those 

over and we improve them and we flip them and we take the proceeds of that sale and put it in the 

fund that we have and we start to have a revolving fund.  But the key to me is the blight 

enforcement – you have to enforce the blight.  If we take away the teeth of that Blight Ordinance 

everyone is going to know that we’re not going to enforce it so they’re not going to pay them and 

they’re going to disregard them.  So maybe not having sharp teeth as we talked about, but have 

some teeth to show the people that you can’t get away with living out of town and leaving a 

property that is bringing down our property values and that is the end result.  You have a sale that’s 

low well when that goes on the comp sale – the sale in your neighborhood – you want to refinance 

or sell that’s what they use as one of the numbers.  But more importantly when cars start parking on 

the Town Green over there because they live in the house that’s next to the house that’s burnt out 

they don’t care.  I think there’s a balance here and I hope whatever your resolution is – I know 

tonight it’s one of the items – that might be a favorable resolution.  But not everyone falls into that 

bucket.  So the people that don’t – they don’t care about us – it’s time we don’t care about them.  

They’re getting fined – let’s enforce the fine – get the money, get the property and we can kind of 

save the neighborhoods because blight is poison.  So I just wanted to update you on the amount of 

money that you have and good luck on how you handle this tonight.  Thank you. 

 

Corporation Counsel Blake suggested to Mr. McLiverty to call the Police regarding the car violations.  

Mr. McLiverty said he has called six times and they have left one ticket.  He said he isn’t going to call 

every night although the cars are there every night.  He doesn’t feel that he should have to call every 

night when the car is there every night.   

 

Mr. DiCenso asked three times if anyone else wished to speak during the Public Portion.  Hearing no 

requests the Public Portion was closed. 

 

ORDINANCE TO DEMO/REPAIR HAZARDOUS & DANGEROUS BUILDINGS – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

Mr. DiCenso informed the committee that over the past couple of weeks he’s been working with 

Carlo Sarmiento, Andy Cota  and Joe Moore and they have had a couple of meetings with 

Corporation Counsel and Mayor Dugatto.  He said the goal is to alleviate the blight; however we 

want it to be done in a way that doesn’t turn investors away.  If we have investors come to town and 

they want to take care of all the blight, pay the back taxes and then they find out about the blight 

lien and there is no way they can do the project because it is not cost effective for them.  If these 

investors at this point turn and walk away because of that lien then we still have the same problem.  

Mr. DiCenso said he feels that the way we have been doing blight hurts the City.  We need to do 

blight where we’re going to help the investor, not the homeowner.  If a homeowner needs relief and 

he takes care of everything we’ll help them with a relief but we’re not going to wipe it away.  They 

have blighted the neighborhood for years with disregard for anyone else’s property and it’s not fair to 

anyone to have them suddenly rectify the situation after all this time without any consequences.   
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Corporation Counsel Blake said he has sent the information to Mayor Dugatto and Barbara 

DeGennaro, the President of the Board of Aldermen.  He said it is a copy of an ordinance that was 

used in another municipality, which also goes hand-in-hand with the creation of a Board of Building 

Appeals.  This ordinance basically says if the Building Inspector says that a certain building is 

dangerous he/she would notify the owner of the property and the owner can either not do anything 

or can say that they want a hearing.  After hearing he can then go to the Board of Building Appeals.  

If there is still no resolution they can appeal to the State and then to Superior Court.   

 

Mr. Blake said they had a lot of luck with this process.  They never had anyone go to court.  They were 

able to tear down nine houses using this process.  They then would send the bill to the homeowner.  If 

at that time there is still no payment then the property is taken through foreclosure.  This allows a 

municipality to quickly get rid of the blighted property – the hazardous buildings.  Mr. DiCenso said 

when we knock down a building it is still the owner’s property and the owner would reimburse the 

City for tearing down the structure.  If there is no payment then the site is foreclosed on by the City.       

 

A MOTION was made by Mr.  Anroman with a second by Ms. Monaco to bring the Ordinance to 

Demo/Repair Hazardous and Dangerous Buildings to the full Board of Aldermen for discussion and 

possible action.  Motion carried.  

 

CREATION OF A COMMITTEE FOR BUILDING CODES/BOARD OF APPEALS – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE 

ACTION 

Mr. DiCenso said just as Corporation Counsel just explained the people affected by the Ordinance to 

Demo/Repair hazardous and dangerous buildings can appeal any action to this committee once it is 

formed. 

 

A MOTION was made by Ms. Monaco with a second by Mr. Anroman to bring the information to 

create a committee for Building Codes/Board of Appeals to the full Board of Aldermen for discussion 

and possible action.  

 

DISCUSSION ON MOTION 

Ms. Monaco asked who would make up this board.  Mr. Blake said the board would be selected by 

the Mayor/Board of Aldermen.  He said there are usually five people on the board who have 

construction backgrounds. 

 

MOTION CARRIED.  

 

REVIEW OF EMPTY LOTS OWNED BY THE CITY OF DERBY – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

Mr. Blake passed out a copy of a proposal for sale, which was used in another City.  He stated that 

the City never wants to own properties, unless it is good for the public use.  Sometimes there are 

empty lots that are smaller than a building lot, owned by the City that can be used by abutting 

property owners.  The City could then, once it is decided to market the parcel, give notice to 

surrounding property owners that the City wishes to sell the parcel.  If the price is going to be over a 

certain amount you can hold a Public Information Meeting.  If the parcel is a building lot then it is 

more complicated – it can be bid out to anybody.  Mr. DiCenso said he would like to see deed 

restrictions in place if it’s a building lot.  Mr. Blake said anything would have to go before Planning & 

Zoning.  Mr. DiCenso said there have already been requests for several of the lots that the City owns. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Anroman with a second by Ms. Monaco to bring the Review of Empty 

Lots Owned by the City of Derby to the full Board of Aldermen for discussion and possible action.  

Motion carried. 
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199 CAROLINE STREET – EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Mr. Anroman to go into Executive Session at 

6:20 p.m. inviting Corporation Counsel Kevin M. Blake, the City’s Building Inspector, Carlo Sarmiento, 

and James Walsh, Esq.  Motion carried. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Anroman with a second by Ms. Monaco to come out of Executive 

Session at 6:38 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

199 CAROLINE STREET – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Mr. Anroman that based on the 

recommendation of Corporation Counsel to bring 199 Caroline Street to the full Board of Aldermen 

for discussion and possible action.  Motion carried. 

 

2 COPPOLA TERRACE – EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Mr. Anroman to go into Executive Session at 

6:39 p.m. inviting Corporation Counsel Kevin M. Blake.  Motion carried. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Anroman with a second by Ms. Monaco to come out of Executive 

Session at 6:45 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

2 COPPOLA TERRACE – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Mr. Anroman that based on the 

recommendation of Corporation Counsel to bring 2 Coppola Terrace to the full Board of Aldermen 

for discussion and possible action.  Motion carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Anroman with a second by Mr. DiCenso to adjourn the meeting at 6:47 

p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Patty Finn 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE BLIGHT COMMITTEE AT THEIR NEXT MEETING. 


