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BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE SPECIAL MEETING 

 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2016 – 6:30 P.M. 

 

JOAN WILLIAMSON ALDERMANIC CHAMBERS 

 

MINUTES 

 

Chair Ron Sill called the special meeting to order at 6:33 p.m.  All rose and pledged 

allegiance to the flag.     

 

Roll Call 

Present:  Ronald Sill, Anthony Staffieri, Carmen DiCenso (alternate), Barbara L. 

DeGennaro (arrived at 6:50 p.m.) 

 

Also Present:  The Honorable Mayor Anita Dugatto 

   Dr. Matthew Conway, Superintendent of Schools 

   Alderman Arthur Gerckens 

   Alderman Thomas Donofrio 

   Alderman Joseph DiMartino 

   Alderman Peter Olenoski, Jr. 

   Andrew Cota, Blight Officer 

   Kenneth Marcucio, Board of Education 

     Marc J. Garofalo, Town & City Clerk 

   Thomas Welch, Corporation Counsel 

 

PUBLIC PORTION 

Mr. Sill asked if anyone wished to address the committee.  

 

Anita Dugatto, 69 Elizabeth Street, Derby, CT 

I see that the person who requested that this be on the agenda is not here and it’s a 

sad thing.     

 

Mr. Sill – Is he coming? 

 

Mayor Dugatto – I don’t think he’s coming.  Because off of the table – he’s already said 

that it’s not going to go and everybody is saying no.  So he didn’t even bring it to the 

table, which is the public forum and that’s what I explained to him.  Come to the public 

– don’t listen to one or two people off on the street.  I’m very sad that we had an 

interested volunteer who put his effort in to make it a bird sanctuary, which is what it’s 

supposed to be and he backed out because he was talked out of it before it even 

started and it’s very sad that happened.  I just have to say that. 

 

Mr. Sill asked if there was anyone else from the public wishing to speak.  Hearing no 

further requests the public portion was closed. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF COMMUNITY RELATIONS MEETING DATED OCTOBER 11, 2016 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Mr. Staffieri to approve the 

Minutes of the October 11, 2016 meeting as presented.  Motion carried. 

 

DISCUSSION REGARDING POTENTIAL BIRD SANCTUARY AT ONOPIAK PROPERTY ON 

SODOM LANE.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL BOARD OF 

ALDERMEN 

Mr. Sill said discussing this item is difficult since the person who initiated the request is not 

in attendance.  Mr. DiCenso said he has had contact with the gentleman (Rob Steele.)  

He said the person has made purchases of birdseed and other items.  Mr. DiCenso said 

he told him that the plans going forward is to keep it as a nature center and that the 

property is owned by the Board of Aldermen and nothing can be put on that property 

until the Board of Aldermen approves it.  His idea is to provide birdseed in bird feeders 

for birds that don’t migrate south in the winter and the birdseed is still in the building.  

Mr. DiCenso told Mayor Dugatto that she can get in touch with Anthony DeFala to 

remove the birdseed from the building and return it back to the gentleman.  Mayor 

Dugatto said he does not want the birdseed back.  Atty. Welch stated the Deed for the 

property comes with restrictions.  The premises are to be used for open space or passive 

recreational purposes, which is in quotes.  He said the State of CT defines passive 

recreation as recreational trail usage, non-motorized, recreational activities which do 

not require formalized delineated playing field or area, picnicking and environmental 

education.  Atty. Welch said the reason he brings it up is because it is in quotes and this 

is something that the state uses, which he feels is pretty generic.  Mr. Sill said he never 

saw bird sanctuary in the deed – just passive recreation. 

 

Joseph Moore – 224 David Humphrey’s Road, Derby, CT 

Mr. Moore said that he is one of the conservators of the Onopiak property when Mr. 

Onopiak wanted to leave the property to the City.  He said he has a copy of Mr. 

Onopiak’s Last Will & Testament and also a copy of the Quit Claim Deed.  Atty. Welch 

stated he has a copy of the Deed; however he does not have a copy of the Last Will & 

Testament (Mr. Moore provided a copy to Atty. Welch.)   

 

Mr. Moore provided some background on the property.  He said that he and David 

Kopjanski, who were longtime friends of Mr. Onopiak, were asked to go over the plan 

by Mr. Onopiak before he left the property.  Mr. Moore said at first Mr. Onopiak wanted 

to leave the property to the Town of Seymour and both he and Mr. Kopjanski suggested 

that Mr. Onopiak leave it to the City of Derby.  At this time Mr. Onopiak had James 

Sheehy, Esq., of Ansonia draw up his Last Will & Testament leaving the property to Derby 

with the understanding that it be used for open space or passive recreational purposes.  

This was done quite a few years ago and since then nothing has been done to the 

property.  Mr. Moore suggested having the City look into forming a Land Trust as long as 

we stay in line with Mr. Onopiak’s stated wishes.  He said the gentleman who wants to 

have a bird sanctuary on the property seems like a nice person and the City should 

really look into forming a Land Trust.   

 

Mr. Sill said perhaps we can have corporation counsel look into it.  Mr. Moore said at 

one time there was an Onopiak Trust Committee and as far as he knows the committee 
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is still intact; however he said some of the committee members have moved away.  He 

would suggest that another committee be selected.  He again stated that Mr. Steele 

put a lot of work into creating a plan with improvements to the front of the building, 

cleaning up the area, installing park benches and cleaning up the pond.   

 

Joseph Jalowiec, 8 Northrup Road, Woodbridge, CT 

Mr. Jalowiec informed the committee that he knew Mr. Onopiak for fifty-five years.  He 

said that he always wanted to purchase the property from Mr. Onopiak but Mr. 

Onopiak wanted it to remain as open space.  Mr. Jalowiec said he would be in favor of 

the Land Trust noting that the building is a total wreck.  He said any improvement to the 

premises would be good for the City of Derby.   

 

Richard Dziekan, 17 Krakow Street, Derby, CT 

Mr. Dziekan said he works for the City of Ansonia.  He said the City just received a 

$20,000 grant to see what can be done at the Ansonia Nature Center – property and 

building.  Once they receive that report they will then be able to go out for another 

grant to make the needed improvements.  Mr. Dziekan feels that should be an avenue 

to explore before giving the key to someone.  The proper procedures should have been 

followed and it should have come before this board and then to the full Board of 

Aldermen.  He said you should have someone researching for the money – Ansonia 

does it and they’re getting the money.  The property has been there a long time and it 

can be a nice jewel for Derby.  Mr. Dziekan said he would love to be on any committee 

for the property.   

 

Mr. Jalowiec noted that he has a License Agreement with the City of Derby for the 

Onopiak Property.   

 

David L. Kopjanski, 54 Franklin Avenue, Derby, CT 

Mr. Kopjanski said he is a co-conservator for the property.  He said he knew Mr. Onopiak 

all his life and knew Mr. Onopiak’s intentions better than anybody and he wanted it to 

be open space.  Unfortunately at the time Derby didn’t have a mechanism for 

managing open space property.  Mr. Kopjanski said Mr. Onopiak wanted to donate the 

property to the Seymour Land Trust and he talked him out of it.  He stated that the 

Seymour Land Trust manages twenty-four properties for Seymour and adjoining towns.   

He noted the City has had the property for the past ten years.  Mr. Kopjanski said if the 

City of Derby cannot find it within themselves to manage the property either through 

the Parks & Recreation Commission or some other entity he would suggest approaching 

the Seymour Land Trust as embarrassing as that would be.  We cannot let the property 

just sit.  He noted that Anthony DeFala does a wonderful job with the Public Works 

Department and taking care of the property but we have to get some kind of entity – 

maybe a creation of our own Land Trust.  Mr. Kopjanski said he is not sure if the Parks 

and Recreation Department could do anything. He said he has sleepless nights 

knowing that Mr. Onopiak’s wishes aren’t being taken care of since he entrusted me 

with a lot of this. 

 

Mr. Sill said he would suggest having Atty. Welch look into the formation of a Land Trust 

and inform the full Board of Aldermen.   
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Mayor Dugatto asked Corporation Counsel if there is a law against volunteers doing 

work on public space.  Atty.  Welch said if the board developed an Ad Hoc committee 

and gave them certain rules and responsibilities but again that would come back 

before the Board of Aldermen.  He said a Land Trust is a distinct and separate entity so 

the Board of Aldermen would have to agree to deed the property to the Land Trust 

and then the property would be in the name of the Derby Land Trust.  Mayor Dugatto 

said then the land would come off the City rolls and would be a private entity.  Atty. 

Welch said the Land Trust are separate distinct entities.  Mayor Dugatto asked 

Corporation Counsel what would happen if volunteers want to go on City property to 

work and clean it up.  Atty. Welch said the Board of Aldermen would still have to 

approve.   

 

Mayor Dugatto said the committee that was in place – she spoke to Harvey Blechman 

and he could not get anyone to meet – the committee never met.   

 

Mr. Kopjanski said for the record the committee did meet.  The committee met in my 

office.  The committee was in place 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011.  He said they were not able 

to secure grant money to move forward on the property.  Mr. Kopjanski said as Mr. 

Moore noted some of the committee members have moved away.  He said Harvey 

Finkel was a member and he moved to Florida.  Mark Nichols, was a member, Joe 

Moore was a member.   

 

Mr. Jalowiec wanted it noted that there are four acres, not three.  Mr. Sill noted that the 

Quit Claim Deed states three acres – more or less.  He said we will have this item 

brought up for the full Board of Aldermen meeting.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Sill with a second by Mr. DiCenso to adjourn the special 

meeting at 6:53 p.m.   Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Patty Finn 

Recording Secretary 

 

THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN COMMUNITY 

RELATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE AT THEIR NEXT MEETING. 

 

 


