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BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING 

 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2014 – 6:30 P.M. 

 

JOAN WILLIAMSON ALDERMANIC CHAMBERS 

 

MINUTES 

 

Chairman Arthur T. Gerckens called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  All rose and 

pledged allegiance to the flag.     

 

Roll Call 

 

Present:  Arthur T. Gerckens, Ronald M. Sill, Carmen T. DiCenso (Alternate) 

 

Absent:  Peter M. Olenoski 

 

Also Present: The Honorable Mayor Anita Dugatto 

  Alderman David Anroman 

  Keith A. McLiverty, City Treasurer 

  Carlo Sarmiento, Building Official 

  Thomas Welch, Corporation Counsel 

 

PUBLIC PORTION 

Mr. Gerckens asked if anyone would like to address the subcommittee. 

 

Pastor Dennis Marroquin, 101 Elizabeth Street, Derby, CT  06418 

Just in regards to the site here on Anson Street that we’re speaking in regards to turning 

that into a park again as it was prior.  We did speak to the owners of the properties on 

either side of that location and they were okay and approved the park being rebuilt – 

they had no problem with that.  I also have 100 signatures here from the community in 

support of that park.  And if there’s any questions that maybe we can speak of tonight I 

would be more than happy to address that.   

 

Mr. Gerckens asked if anyone else wished to address the subcommittee.  Hearing no 

wishing to speak Mr. Gerckens declared the Public Portion closed. 

   

APPROVAL OF COMMUNITY RELATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE MINUTES OF JUNE 10, 2014 

Without objection this item was TABLED until the next meeting. 

 

UI LETTER REGARDING ATTACHMENTS TO DISTRIBUTION POLE.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE 

ACTION AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

Mr. Gerckens read the following letter from the UI Company into the record: 
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February 26, 2014 

 

Anita Dugatto 

Mayor  

City of Derby 

1 Elizabeth Street 

Derby, CT  06418 

 

RE:  Attachments to Electric Distribution Poles 

 

Dear Mayor Dugatto: 

 

Over the past several months it has come to the attention of The United Illuminating 

Company (“UI”) that entities or people are utilizing UI’s electric distribution poles to 

hang signs, banners, and other foreign objects.  I am writing to inform you that UI policy, 

consistent with provisions of the National Electric Safety Code (“NESC”), does not allow 

the attachment of foreign objects to UI’s poles.  While UI does not have any specific 

information that would indicate that objects are being placed on our poles by officials 

of Derby, these recent events are significant enough that we find it necessary to restate 

our policy. 

 

The NESC specifically prohibits the attachment of foreign objects on our poles: 

 

Obstructions, signs, posters, notices and other attachments shall not be placed on poles 

without the concurrence of the owner.  Supporting structures should be kept free from 

other climbing hazards such as tacks, nails, vines and through bolts not properly 

trimmed.  NESC Rule 217A.4. 

 

Additionally, please be aware that Connecticut General Statutes Section 23-65 

provides; 

 

Any person, firm or corporation, which affixes to a telegraph, telephone, electric light or 

power pole…a playbill, picture, notice, advertisement or other similar things…shall be 

fined no more than fifty dollars for each offense.   

 

The obvious reason for these prohibitions is the importance of reliable electric service 

and to provide for the safety of the individuals who must ascend, descend and work on 

the poles. 

 

For these reasons we respectfully request that the City of Derby not place or permit 

anyone else to place any foreign objects on our electric distribution poles.  Additionally, 

we would appreciate your help in making the residents of Derby aware of this 

prohibition. 

 

If you have any questions concerning this letter, or would like to discuss this matter 

further, please call me at 203-499-2622. 
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Very truly yours, 

Larry Mai 

Senior Account Manager 

 

Mr. Gerckens said because of the discussion that we had last month about all of the 

signs going up around town he felt that it was important that this letter is read and that’s 

the policy of UI – nothing belongs on the poles.   

 

Mr. Sill said he drove around town the other day with Anthony DeFala and the City has 

items on UI poles – no parking, etc… and Mr. DeFala is in the process of having them 

removed.  Mr. Sarmiento said he spoke with Larry Mai and Mr. Mai said the Tree Warden 

has control of signs on telephone poles, rocks, buildings, etc…  Mr. Sarmiento said Mr. 

Mai also indicated that there is a $50.00 fine; however it would be too time consuming 

for UI to do this.  Mr. DiCenso said the other problem he has with signage is not only on 

the poles but the metal/plastic signs that stick in the ground.  Mr. Sarmiento said those 

signs are also illegal.  Mr. DiCenso said there are a lot of those signs with out-of-town 

phone numbers popping up all over the City.  Mr. Gerckens said it would not affect the 

signs that are approved by the Board of Aldermen.  Mr. Sarmiento said the main spot 

where there is a big issue is in front of the old Tailgators.  St. Jude’s just installed a sign 

there with the Board’s permission; however you instructed them not to put it up on the 

Memorial and that’s where they installed it.   

 

REQUEST FROM CHRISTIAN CENTER THE REAL TABERNACLE CENTER FOR THE CITY OF DERBY 

TO DONATE OLD CITY COMPUTERS TO THE CHURCH.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

Mr. Sill noted that this was discussed at the full Board of Aldermen meeting where it was 

then sent to this committee.  He said part of the motion was the hard drive of all the 

computers have to be properly cleaned to make sure there is no City business on the 

hard drive.   

 

Mr. Gerckens said he thought the Mayor said that Henry Domurad was working on 

some sort of policy; however we haven’t seen the policy.  Without that policy I don’t 

know how we can move forward at this time.  Mr. Gerckens said he believes everyone 

is in favor of donating the asset but we need to make sure that those hard drives are 

wiped clean.  Mr. Sill said we can make sure the policy of the hard drives being 

cleaned is part of the motion.   

 

Mayor Dugatto informed the committee that the list of computers and printers that are 

being decommissioned is going to be presented to the full Board of Aldermen.  She told 

the committee that Henry Domurad and the City’s IT person is working on the proper 

wording for the policy.  Mr. Gerckens asked if the policy will be reviewed by 

Corporation Counsel before it is presented to the full Board of Aldermen.  Mayor 

Dugatto said that is correct.   

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Gerckens with a second by Mr. Sill to approve the 

donation of the old City Computers to The Real Tabernacle Center upon Henry 

Domurad presenting the Policy and Corporation Counsel approving it and also 

documentation that the hard drives were wiped clean. 
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DISCUSSION ON MOTION 

Pastor Marroquin said the Church has requested some computers that will aid with 

some programs and a half-way house – we are not looking for a lot – perhaps 15.  He 

said they don’t want to have to wait until all 200 computers have been cleaned. 

 

The committee members assured him that he would not have to wait.  They just need to 

have the proper legal policy in place. 

 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

AUTHORIZE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH MILONE & MACBROOM FOR 

PREPARATION OF STATE OF CONNECTICUT URBAN GRANT APPLICATION AND TO PROVIDE 

SUPPORTIVE PLANNING SERVICES FOR THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMMISSION 

 

LICENSE AGREEMENT BETWEEN CITY OF DERBY AND THE REAL TABERNACLE CHRISTIAN 

CENTER TO GAIN ACCESS AND UTILIZE THE CITY’S PROPERTY. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Sill with a second by Mr. DiCenso to go into Executive 

Session at 6:43 p.m. inviting Mayor Dugatto and Corporation Counsel Thomas Welch for 

the two items listed above.  Motion carried. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Sill with a second by Mr. DiCenso to come out of Executive 

Session and back into Regular Session at 6:50 p.m.   Motion carried. 

 

REGULAR SESSION ACTION ITEMS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

AUTHORIZE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH MILONE & MACBROOM FOR 

PREPARATION OF STATE OF CONNECTICUT URBAN GRANT APPLICATION AND TO PROVIDE 

SUPPORTIVE PLANNING SERVICES FOR THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMMISSION.  

DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION. 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Sill with a second by Mr. DiCenso to recommend to the full 

Board of Aldermen to authorize the Mayor to enter into a contract with Milone & 

McBroom for preparation of State of Connecticut Urban Grant Application to provide 

supportive planning services for the Planning & Zoning Commission.  Motion carried. 

 

LICENSE AGREEMENT BETWEEN CITY OF DERBY AND THE REAL TABERNACLE CHRISTIAN 

CENTER TO GAIN ACCESS AND UTILIZE THE CITY’S PROPERTY.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE 

ACTION. 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Mr. Sill to recommend to the full 

Board of Aldermen that they approve the License Agreement between the City of 

Derby and the Real Tabernacle Christian Center to gain access and utilize the City’s 

property according to the prepared License Agreement by Corporation Counsel.  

Motion carried. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Sill with a second by Mr. DiCenso to adjourn the meeting 

at 6:51 p.m.   Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Patty Finn 

Recording Secretary 

 

THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN COMMUNITY 

RELATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE AT THEIR NEXT MEETING. 


