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1. Call to Order.  

 

Mayor Dugatto called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM. 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3. Roll Call.  

 

Present were Ms. DeGennaro, Mr. Iacuone, Mr. Gerckens, Mr. Sill, Mr. Anroman, Mr. DiCenso, and Mr. 

Olenoski. Mr. DeFala and Mr. Lenart were absent.  

 

4. Public Portion. 

No one from the public spoke.  

 

5. Executive Session: O’Sullivan Island pending litigation 

Mr. Sill motioned to enter into executive session and invite Mayor Dugatto, Attorney Earl Phillips, 

Attorney Jonathan Schaefer, Rick Dunne, Marc Garofalo, and Corporation Counsel Blake to discuss 

O’Sullivan Island pending litigation. Mr. Olenoski seconded and the motion carried without further 

discussion.  

 

6. Regular Session: O’Sullivan Island pending litigation – Discussion and possible action. 
Ms. DeGennaro motioned to come out of executive session at 8:40 PM. Mr. Sill seconded and the motion 
carried.  
 

During executive session Marc Garofalo left at 6:27 PM, Rick Dunne left at 7:10 PM, and Attorney Earl 

Phillips and Attorney Jonathan Schaefer left at 8:25 PM.  

 
Mr. Gerckens motioned to close access to O’Sullivan Island including but not limited to phase 3 of the 
walkway until further notice. Upon the Board of Aldermen becoming aware and with the abundance of 
caution in accordance with section 30 of our city charter I make a motion and further direct the street 
commissioner to take proper and adequate steps for said closure.  
 
Mr. Sill seconded and the motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Mayor Dugatto made the following statement: Tomorrow morning corporation counsel and I will be 
traveling to Hartford to meet with Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
Commissioner Daniel Esty , who just retired today, and meet with State Representative Linda Gentile to 
discuss a serious situation facing the City of Derby and O’Sullivan Island. After my election, I was 
informed by legal counsel retained by the previous administration that the City was under threat of 
litigation from the Federal Environmental Protection Agency for costs associated with their clean-up 
efforts on O’Sullivan Island. The original demand from the EPA is approximately $4 million. I sent a letter 
to Commissioner Esty, dated January 13th. It offers a great explanation of the situation as we understand 



it now. I’ll have that for you. The actions I will take to address the situation in the coming weeks will be 
based on the following fundamental principals: protecting public health and safety, maintaining 
transparency to the public and elected officials, safeguarding the city’s financial status, and ensuring the 
safety of O’Sullivan Island as a public space. My office will continue our efforts to uncover all the facts 
related to this situation by recruiting the assistance of our state and federal legislators, the Valley Council 
of Governments, and our legal team. Furthermore, I am directing our legal counsel to continue his 
conversations with outside counsel retained by the previous administration to handle this matter. Finally, 
we will coordinate these local efforts with DEEP, in order to achieve a final resolution that is in the best 
interest of our city and those who enjoy the use of O’Sullivan Island. Thank you very much.  
 
Mr. Gerckens made the following statement: I would like to state that I am extremely angered and 
disgusted with the previous administration. I asked for information on O’Sullivan Island at public 
meetings on June 27th, July 25th, October 24th, and November 21, 2013. For my efforts I have received one 
report that basically says that the EPA turned the site over to the City in 2009. To get a true picture of the 
stonewalling I received when I asked questions concerning O’Sullivan Island, don’t just read the minutes 
of the meeting; listen to the tapes. You will hear the insulting tone used in their responses to my 
questions. At the June meeting, I stated that determining whether or not the O’Sullivan Island project was 
completed and done correctly was not a republican or democratic issue. We would be monsters if we 
encouraged our citizens to go there without knowing the site had a clean bill of health. The former 
mayor’s response if there is a problem it’s on them – meaning the EPA. It has become apparent to me that 
the previous administration knew of a potential lawsuit against the City of Derby. Their answer was to 
ignore the letters that started arriving from the EPA since 2008. As it became apparent that the EPA was 
not going away, the former administration apparently engaged a legal team to address O’Sullivan Island. 
At no time were the Board of Aldermen consulted or advised on any of these matters. When the former 
mayor cut the ribbon opening O’Sullivan Island he said the greatest thing of being a mayor is to have a 
dream and with that very hard work seeing that dream become a reality. Yes, but at what cost? Was his 
dream to hoodwink the citizens of Derby? Keep the Aldermen in the dark and close his eyes real tight and 
hope that this would all go away. Is that the definition of leadership? Why did the City opt for the EPA 
standard which is a lower standard than the DEEP standard? Why has there been no sampling of soil 
since the City took over in 2009; especially when that area is prone to floods. Why did they claim they had 
secured a $325,000 grant when they knew the grant was dependent on the site being DEEP certified?  
Where are the annual reports that the former mayor said were conducted by the Army Corps of Engineers 
that state that there has been no soil erosion? The EPA used the removal action that addressed short term 
risk, not long term risk. What is the difference and how did the former administration decide that fixing 
the site short term was in the best interest of the City? I am glad to learn Mayor Dugatto has taken steps 
to proactively look at O’Sullivan Island and to make sure all of our citizens are safe. It is reassuring to see 
that the Board of Aldermen called a special meeting as soon as they heard that there may be an issue at 
O’Sullivan Island. Finally, Derby has the right leader and the right team behind her. The fact that I am 
speaking after an executive session meeting demonstrates for the first time in a long time that Derby has 
an open and transparent government. Thank you. 
 
7. Adjournment.  
 
Ms. DeGennaro motioned to adjourn at 8:50 PM. Mr. Sill Seconded and the motion carried with all in 
favor.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Terri Kuskowski 
 
 
These minutes are subject to the Board’s approval at their next scheduled meeting. 
 
 
 


