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ROAD BOND MEETING 

 

TUESDAY, MAY 10, 2016 – 6:45 P.M. (Time Approximate) 

 

JOAN WILLIAMSON ALDERMANIC CHAMBERS 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

Chair Ronald Sill called the meeting to order at 6:50 p.m.  All rose and pledged 

allegiance to the flag.     

 

Roll Call 

 

Present:  Ronald Sill, Barbara DeGennaro, Anthony Staffieri, Carmen DiCenso 

 

Also Present: Marc J. Garofalo, Town & City Clerk 

  Anthony DeFala, Street Commissioner 

  Alderman Thomas Donofrio 

  Thomas Welch, Corporation Counsel 

 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, CORRECTION TO THE AGENDA 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Sill with a second by Mr. Staffieri to adopt the agenda as 

posted.  Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC PORTION 

Mr. Sill asked three times if anyone wished to address the committee.  Hearing no one 

wishing to address the committee the public portion was closed. 

   

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 12, 2016 MEETING 

A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Mr. Sill to approve the Minutes 

of the April 12, 2016 meeting as presented.  Ms. DeGennaro abstained.  Motion carried. 

 

UPDATE ON 2015 ROAD BOND PROJECT – PHASE 3 

Mr. DeFala said Phase 3 of the Road Bond Project is about to begin.  The pre-

construction (mandatory) meeting is scheduled for tomorrow morning at 9:30 a.m. Ms. 

Finn said the project has been advertised for bid in the New Haven Register, on the 

State of Connecticut DAS site, and the City’s website.  She also informed the committee 

that any firms that had attended the pre-construction meetings for Phase 1 and Phase 

2 also received notice that the project was going to be placed out to bid.  Five 

contractors have already received specifications. 

 

Mr. Staffieri asked where the money is coming from.  Mr. DeFala said it is the referendum 

money for the road bond project.   Mr. Staffieri asked if these streets were included in 

the road bond.  Mr. DeFala said these are actually additions – he said we did really well 

on the first two phases and have additional monies left over.  He said he is going to be 

able to do what was on the referendum plus maybe ten more roads.  The list of the 

roads being done in this phase are in the packet. 
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Mr. DiCenso questioned the repairs to Derby/Milford Road – isn’t the State handling that 

road.  Mr. DeFala said when you go down Derby/Milford Road to the #3 house – the  

cape house on the left from that house down to the property line we will be doing.  The 

State will come in late 2017 and they will do the rest of the road.  Mr. DeFala said he 

would just be patching at the top of the road.  There were no further questions. 

 

DISCUSSION ON THE COBBLE STONE SECTION OF CAROLINE STREET – POSSIBLE ACTION 

Mr. Sill noted that this has been a topic of conversation for many years – it is just getting 

worse.  Mr. DeFala submitted a brief report with his recommendations for the road.  He 

said this is a serious issue.  He informed the committee members that it is almost 

impossible to maintain this street.  There are a ton of imperfections on that street and he 

said they compromise the cobblestones every time they make repairs to the street.  Mr. 

DeFala said just travelling on a rainy day is difficult on that street – you can’t even walk 

on those cobblestones when it’s wet.   

 

Ms. DeGennaro questioned the cost to fix the road and where would we get the 

money to make the necessary repairs.  Mr. DeFala said once he receives the numbers 

for Phase 3 he feels we would be able to get the funds from this current road bond 

phase without compromising the last road, which is Emmett Avenue.  Ms. DeGennaro 

said how can you use the money if this street was listed as one of the streets in the Road 

Bond referendum?  Mr. DeFala said there are more funds – we have spent the money 

very wisely with the first two phases – and we now have excess funds to do more roads.  

Ms. DeGennaro said she doesn’t recall the language in the referendum.  Atty. Welch 

said he would think the language of the bond probably said something like these roads 

and any other roads deemed appropriate.  Mr. Sill said he believes the roads that were 

called out had to be done to satisfy the requirements.  Mr. DeFala said they will be 

done – it will not be compromised. 

 

Atty. Welch questioned whether or not we know if it’s historical.  Mr. Sill said it’s not.  Ms. 

Finn said she recalls Mr. Dunne at one of the DOT Route 34 widening meetings 

mentioning the cobblestone road and stating that if a claim could be made then he 

could probably get it included in the project.  Mr. Sill said it has been discussed in the 

past but he does not recall any historical significance. 

 

Mr. DeFala said he does have some ideas on how to use the cobblestones from that 

street.  Ms. DeGennaro asked Mr. DeFala the anticipated completion date for this 

upcoming phase.  Mr. DeFala said Phase 3 should be completed mid-July.  He feels that 

Phase 4 should be completed by October.  Ms. DeGennaro said by that time we can 

review the bond language and then know exactly how much we should have 

remaining. 

 

Mr. DeFala described some of the ideas he has come up with for the cobblestones.  He 

said he could use them on the Derby Green.  The pavers are in bad shape and we can 

inlay them down Elizabeth Street.  The other idea is to stockpile them until Route 34 is 

done and use them on Main Street, Elizabeth Street for new aprons. 

 

Mr. DiCenso asked if any of the cobblestones have been pulled out yet.  Mr. DeFala 

said no.  Ms. DeGennaro said she would like to have a count when they’re taken out.  
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Mr. DeFala said he can do that.  Alderman Iacuone suggested bringing them down to 

Jacobs, putting them in a can, weighing them and then sealing the can. 

 

A MOTION was made by Ms. DeGennaro with a second by Mr. Staffieri to place this 

item on next month’s meeting agenda.  Motion carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Sill with a second by Ms. DeGennaro to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:04 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Patty Finn 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE ROAD BOND COMMITTEE AT THEIR 

NEXT MEETING. 

 

 


