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CITY OF DERBY 
 

BLIGHT COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2015 – 6:00 P.M. 
 

DERBY CITY HALL – JOAN WILLIAMSON ALDERMANIC CHAMBERS 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
Chairman Carmen DiCenso called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.  All rose and 
pledged allegiance to the flag. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Present:  Carmen DiCenso, David Anroman, Ronald Sill 
 
Absent:  Felicia Monaco 
 
Also Present:   The Honorable Mayor Anita Dugatto 
    Keith A. McLiverty, City Treasurer 

  Carlo Sarmiento, Building Official 
  Andy Cota, Blight Officer 

    Jim Watson, Blight Officer 
    Thomas Welch, Corporation Counsel 
    Francis Teodosio, Corporation Counsel (arrived at 6:11 p.m.) 
 
ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 
Mr. DiCenso said he would like to add to the agenda the following: 
 

 8a. - 67 Minerva Street – Discussion and Possible Action 
 
Mr. DiCenso said he would like to have a correction to the February 10, 2015 Minutes – 
on the last page it reads Blight Designation – Discussion/Possible Action – 180 Minerva 
Street – it should read “180 Olivia Street.” 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 10, 2015 MEETING 
A MOTION was made by Ms. DiCenso with a second by Mr. Anroman to approve the 
Minutes of the February 13, 2015 meeting with the one noted correct of 180 Minerva 
Street should read 180 Olivia Street.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC PORTION 
Mr. DiCenso asked three times if anyone else wished to speak during public portion.  
Hearing no requests the Public Portion was closed. 
 
226 HAWTHORNE AVENUE – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 
Andy Cota stated that this property has been on the Blight List since 2011. He said the 
bank foreclosed on this property.  He said they asked for a lien and in 2013 the City of 
Derby placed a lien on the property.  Mr. Cota said it is retroactive since the date that 
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they were placed on the Blight List, which was 2011.  He said within the last several 
months they have received requests to send the documents to different organizations, 
mainly attorneys.  Mr. Cota said he believes the issue of whether proper notification 
took place is going to come up.  He said under the previous administration they were 
advised that once the lien is placed then it is consider proper notification since it 
appears on the land records.  The bank now wants to know why they weren’t notified.  
The reason being is the lien appeared on the land records and that is noted as proper 
notification.  Mr. Cota said he seems to feel it is a little odd that they haven’t checked 
the land records for this property for over four years.  He noted that the people in the 
neighborhood have put up with this property condition for quite some time.   
 
Atty. Welch said there is no question that the lien is valid against the owner.  He said 
that the Bank of America has sent a rather lengthy letter to the City and they are about 
to take title to the property next Monday.  He said until this issued is resolved they will 
probably extent that for about a month.  Atty. Welch said he suggests that the City 
accept the $3,000 for the Blight Lien provided that the blight conditions are remedied 
within sixty (60) days from the Bank of America taking title.   
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. DiCenso with a second by Mr. Sill to recommend to the full 
Board of Aldermen acceptance of the sum of $3,000.00 from Bank of America as a full 
payment of the Blight Lien encumbering 226 Hawthorne Avenue provided the blight 
conditions are remedied within sixty (60) days of Bank of America taking title.  If Bank of 
America does not take title by May 31, 2015 this compromise shall be void and the lien 
shall remain in full force and effect.  Motion carried. 
 
UPDATE ON DWORKIN CHEVROLET PROPERTY BLIGHT LIEN – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE 
ACTION 
Atty. Fran Teodosio informed the committee members that he received a call on the 
way here from Atty. Ressler, who is representing the property owners and he has to 
attend to a family issue and asked that this item be tabled until next month’s meeting. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Sill with a second by Mr. Anroman to TABLE this item until 
next month’s meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Sarmiento noted that they have begun the clean up on the property – electricians 
have come in – no permits are required at this point.  Mr. DiCenso stated that we have 
also received a check for the back taxes.  Mr. Sill asked if they will be demolishing the 
building.  Mr. DiCenso said they will demo the old Breaker building.  Mr. DiCenso asked if 
anything is going to happen with Danz Magic.  Mr. Sarmiento said they will be staying in 
their building. 
 
NEW 8A.  67 MINERVA STREET – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 
Mr. DiCenso stated that part of the building is down and there is a lot of debris still left 
on the site. 
 
Mr. Sarmiento said there are no combustibles on the site.  They have been unable to 
contact the owner.  He said the fire watch still remains in effect.   
 
Mr. Anroman said that it is great that it’s coming down and noted that it has been a 
long eight years to get to this point. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Sill with a second by Mr. Anroman to adjourn the meeting 
at 6:16 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Patty Finn 
Recording Secretary 
 
THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE BLIGHT COMMITTEE AT THEIR NEXT 
MEETING 


