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BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

OPERATIONS & PROCEDURES SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2015 – 7:00 P.M. 
 

JOAN WILLIAMSON ALDERMANIC CHAMBERS 
 

MINUTES 
 
Chairwoman Barbara L. DeGennaro called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  All rose 
and pledged allegiance to the flag.     
 
Roll Call 
Present:  Barbara L. DeGennaro, Stephen M. Iacuone, Joseph DiMartino 
 
Also Present:  Chief Gerald Narowski, Derby Police Department 
   Philip A. Hawks, Fire Marshal 
   Carlo Sarmiento, Building Official 
   Fire Chief Kurt Kemmesies, Derby Fire Department 
   Denise Cesaroni, Derby Tax Collector 
   Alderman Carmen DiCenso 
   Alderman Dave Anroman 
   Marc J. Garofalo, Town/City Clerk 
   Thomas Welch, Corporation Counsel  
 
ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 
There were no additions, deletions or corrections to the agenda. 
 
PUBLIC PORTION 
Ms. DeGennaro asked if anyone would like to address the committee.   
 
Philip A. Hawks, Fire Marshal, City of Derby  
The only question I have pertains to items 9 and 12.  Will we be able to speak on that or 
should we speak now. 
 
Ms. DeGennaro told Mr. Hawks that he can speak when the item is presented. 
 
Kurt Kemmesies, 25 John Street, Derby, CT 
My only thought was trying to get more information on the alarms.  There are several 
sections that refer to the alarm companies being fined and there is no explanation as 
to being fined for what?  It says we’re responsible for everything in this section. 
 
Ms. DeGennaro – You’re looking at the proposed Ordinance. 
 
Mr. Kemmesies – Yes. 
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Ms. DeGennaro – We’ve basically just started our discussion about it.  So you have 
concerns about that? 
 
Mr. Kemmesies – Yes – just how it’s working.  Everything else I have no problem with it 
and I’m an alarm installer. 
 
Laura Brezina, 22 New Haven Avenue, Derby, CT 
I’m here about the vendor permits.  We really need to get a resolution to this A.S.A.P.  
We can’t submit any applications and we can’t begin to get (inaudible) for Derby Day.  
Right now we have two events that are at a standstill completely.  If we don’t have a 
resolution one way or another we can’t do anything, which means Derby Day is going 
to be (inaudible) this year.  We need to either make a decision or let it slide (inaudible) 
the way it was with (inaudible) doing background checks and then whatever happens 
(inaudible.)  Because we’re already down to four months now where we have to get 
permits and stuff, okay.  Thank you. 
 
Ms. DeGennaro asked three times if anyone else wished to speak.  Hearing no one else 
wishing to speak the public portion was closed. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 9, 2014 MEETING – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE 
ACTION 
A MOTION was made by Ms. DeGennaro with a second by Mr. Iacuone to approve the 
Minutes of the December 9, 2014 meeting as presented.  Motion carried. 
 
REVIEW OF PEDDLING AND SOLICITING ORDINANCE AND VENDOR PERMIT PROCEDURES, 
CITY OF DERBY CODE CHAPTER §136 ET SEQ. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION AND 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
Atty. Welch said there aren’t many changes to what we had.  The main thing is where is 
the application made and who collects the fees.  Special Event licenses will be 
handled by the Police Department.  Atty. Welch noted that he has discussed this with 
Chief Narowski and he is fine with it.   
 
Ms. DeGennaro said the only change that she saw with the Special Event  license is we 
have 136-21a (that wasn’t changed) if you already had a vendor permit issued by the 
City you wouldn’t have to get a Special Event license because you already have that 
permit – will b.) Change?  Atty. Welch said no – he has changed the lettering. 
 
Ms. DeGennaro asked Marc Garofalo, the Town & City Clerk, if he had a chance to 
review the changes that were made.  He asked that the changes be reviewed.  The 
committee reviewed the changes that were made.  It breaks down to all Special Events 
(Derby Day, Memorial Day, Fireworks, and any other event that the Board of Aldermen 
deems as a Special Event) will be handled by the Police Department.  Everything else 
would go to the Town & City Clerk’s Office for proper distribution.  The Town & City Clerk 
would accept the application and the fee.  The background check would be 
performed by the Police Department and sent back to the Town & City Clerk.  The Town 
& City Clerk would then send it to the Community Relations Subcommittee who would 
then vote to decide whether to send to the full Board of Aldermen for their approval.  
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Once approved it would go back to the Town & City Clerk who would then issue the 
license.   
 
There was a question about out of town vendors and whether or not they can mail their 
information in with the application.  Ms. Brezina said if this can’t be done it would turn 
off a lot of vendors from participating.  Ms. DeGennaro stressed that there has to be 
rules.  Ms. Brezina said it can’t be a difficult process.  Ms. DeGennaro said it isn’t a 
difficult process and the application fee is nominal.  Chief Narowski said his department 
tries to give as much flexibility as possible for Special Events – even late applications.  
The vendor may pay double but we’ll still be able to process the application.   
 
Mr. Garofalo said he feels this is a big step towards making it a workable process for 
everybody.  Mr. Iacuone said the only problem he sees with mailing it in is the photo I.D.  
Chief Narowski said the only comment he has is he doesn’t believe the current 
penalties are commensurate with the current fees that we’re proposing.  He would 
recommend something (inaudible.)  He said we’ve had vendors who have sold $1,000 
in ice cream say give us the ticket we’re not leaving.  At that point it becomes a 
criminal trespass matter.  Atty. Welch said he would propose a $100.00 penalty and 
shall not be permitted to participate in the event.  Ms. DeGennaro said she would 
propose that we make that Section F.  Any group or group of persons who violate 
Section 136-21 shall be fined not more than $100.00 and the Police Department shall 
take whatever steps they deem necessary to remove the vendor. 
 
A MOTION was made by Ms. DeGennaro with a second by Mr. Iacuone to amend the 
following sections of City of Derby Code, Chapter §136 Peddling and Soliciting - §136-
1A,§136-3A, §136-4, §136-4A, §136-12-B (1)(a), §136-12(3), §136-13C and new sections 
§136-21C, D, & E and language of F with regard to the violation of that Special Event 
License section with the documentation to be presented to the full Board of Aldermen 
so they can review it.  Motion carried. 
 
REVIEW OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE TO CITY OF DERBY CODE ENTITLED “BOAT LAUNCH-
PERMIT” AND PROCEDURE THEREOF.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION AND 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL BOARD OF ALDERMEN. 
Ms. DeGennaro said everyone should have a copy of the document from Atty. Welch. 
Atty. Welch stated that last month there was a question about a regulation from the 
Army Corps of Engineers.  He said he has researched this and can’t find anything 
pertaining to anything from the Army Corps of Engineers.  He said the document before 
you this evening is a streamlined Ordinance. 
 
The subcommittee members reviewed the proposed Ordinance.  The fee was discussed 
– is it for the fishing season or would it be an annual fee.  Atty. Welch said the fee would 
be annually.  Chief Narowski said he could not find a definition for “vessel.”  Also C.G.S. 
15-143 exempts vessels under 19 feet – they don’t have to be registered.  Enforcement 
was discussed.  There is really no mechanism to issue tickets.  Alderman DiCenso stated 
that at Sunnyside School in Shelton there is a person in a guard booth that enforces the 
permits.  The committee members agreed that this is just in the beginning stages and 
we really have to come up with an enforceable Ordinance. 
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A MOTION was made by Ms. DeGennaro with a second by Mr. DiMartino to TABLE this 
item until next month’s meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
PRPOSED ORDINANNCE TO CITY OF DERBY CODE ENTITLED “ORDINANCE REGULATING 
BURGLAR, HOLDUP AND FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS AND USERS.”  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE 
ACTION AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL BOARD OF ALDERMEN. 
Ms. DeGennaro said this is another Ordinance where we’re just at the beginning 
discussion stage.  She said the initial language they got from the City of Milford 
Ordinance.  Atty. Welch has added additional language since last month. 
 
Phil Hawks, the City’s Fire Marshal, said on page 5 – section A.  there are a lot of fire 
alarm systems that are proprietary systems.  For instance Simplex – they’re not going to 
give us their information.  The fire code says they have to maintain it.   
 
Atty. Welch asked what is the issue that we’re trying to address.  What are we trying to 
regulate or cure?  Mr. Iacuone said he feels that the Fire Marshal is going to whack 
them if you alarm goes off and falls under a nuisance.  Chief Narowski said the biggest 
problem with that is the City of Derby itself.  He said he has a draft of a model 
Ordinance.  Ms. DeGennaro said the intent was for businesses and other places that 
alarms are going off due to mechanical problems.  She said she would rather see the 
Police patrolling or doing something else rather than responding to a defective alarm.  
Chief Narowski said his initial response is that he doesn’t think we have to go down this 
path.  Mr. Iacuone said the Police Department seems fine – we just need to touch base 
with the Fire Department.  He also said he doesn’t feel that we need to visit this.   
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Iacuone with a second by Mr. DiMartino to TABLE this item 
until the time comes when it needs to be revisited.  Motion carried. 
 
DISCUSSION OF INSTALLMENT PAYMENT SYSTEM FOR CITY OF DERBY REAL ESTATE 
PROPERTY TAX BILLS.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE 
FULL BOARD OF ALDERMEN. 
Ms. DeGennaro said Atty. Welch has provided us with the Statute – two or four 
installments.  Ms. Cesaroni is present this evening to get the discussion started.   
 
Ms. Cesaroni said this was researched in 2008 with the former Tax Collector.  Many 
weeks were spent looking into this change but it was decided that it wouldn’t be a 
good fit for the City.  Some of the concerns are: 
 
Cash Flow – The City would encounter a cash flow problem if money was collected four 
times a year.  There is also the issue of the City losing interest. 
 
Staffing & Collections – The Tax Office presently consists of two full-time employees who 
collect taxes in July and January.  This is not their sole duties.  The department receives 
a huge amount of returned mail.  Every effort is made to locate correct addresses and 
resend bills and statements.  When all efforts are exhausted the accounts are then 
coded for referral to the collection agency.  Delinquent accounts are referred to a 
State Marshal.  The office continually updates accounts with changes provided to us by 
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the Registrar of Voters, additions or deletions of accounts by bank notice, and property 
transfers from the Town & City Clerk’s Office. 
 
New Collection Efforts – Previously delinquent car taxes were referred for outside 
collection in phases and while being delinquent for two or more years.  The office 
changed that to being referred for outside collection after eleven months, just prior to 
the next bill coming out.  This has resulted in increased revenue for the city.   
 
Alderman Sill said he is not trying to facilitate the load of the Tax Office.  He is just trying 
to alleviate the burden of our constituents.  He would like to hopefully work out some 
arrangement. 
 
The committee agreed that this is a good starting point.  We will have Keith McLiverty 
come in to give a better view of the cash flow and how the change would affect the 
City’s cash flow. 
 
A MOTION was made by Ms. DeGennaro with a second by Mr. DiMartino to TABLE this 
item until next month.  Motion carried. 
 
REVIEW OF ENGINEER INVOICES AND CITY OF DERBY CODE CHAPTER §32-85 THROUGH 
§32-90.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL BOARD OF 
ALDERMEN. 
Ms. DeGennaro informed the committee members that Atty. Welch has provided the 
hourly rate schedule with regard to invoicing for PRIME and Milone & McBroom.  She 
feels that the Board of Aldermen should approve an hourly wage for a City Engineer – 
something is not right here as to how these bills are being submitted and who is okaying 
them after the fact.  Mr. Iacuone said we need to hold the department head to sign off 
on City Engineering invoices.  Ms. DeGennaro said we have a billing schedule for PRIME 
Engineering that we have never approved.  Storm’s Floor, Paugassett’s apron, Route 34 
– we’ve seen these bills after they’ve been paid.  The engineering firm never came to 
the Board of Aldermen to approve hourly rates.  Ms. DeGennaro asked Atty. Welch 
what Milone & McBroom has charged us.  Atty. Welch said he would get the 
information from the Mayor. 
 
A MOTION was made by Ms. DeGennaro with a second by Mr. DiMartino to TABLE this 
item until next month when we have received the information from the Mayor.  Motion 
carried. 
 
CITYWIDE FUEL DISBURSEMENT SYSTEM ALLOCATIONS AND USAGE AND POLICY AND 
PROCEDURE THEREOF.  DISCUSS/POSSIBLE ACTION AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE FULL 
BOARD OF ALDERMEN. 
Ms. DeGennaro said she drafted a policy based on the old policy from 2001.  There was 
a written policy that dealt with City vehicles and usage. 
 
Anthony DeFala, the Street Commissioner, said the system is fully up and running for the 
past seven weeks.  At the beginning there were minor issues that have been ironed out.  
He said as far as allotments nothing has changed.  There have been no complaints.  He 
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noted that Commissioner Kelleher is satisfied.  Mr. DeFala informed the committee 
members that gallons per transaction can always be changed.  All apparatus and 
vehicles are in the system.  All vehicles have their own FOB.  The FOB stays with the 
vehicle and the user has a PIN.  A user can take any vehicle with a FOB and fill it using 
their PIN.  Mr. DeFala said he would welcome any documentation that the Board of 
Aldermen would prepare.   
 
A MOTION was made by Ms. DeGennaro with a second by Mr. DiMartino to TABLE this 
item until next month’s meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
A MOTION was made by Mr. DiMartino with a second by Mr. Iacuone to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:50 p.m.   Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Patty Finn 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OPERATION & 
PROCEDURES SUBCOMMITTEE AT THEIR NEXT MEETING. 


