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1. Call to Order.  

Ms. Parizo called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. Parizo led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3. Roll Call  

Joseph DiMartino, Arthur Gerckens, James Stadt, Robert Hughes, Adam Pacheco and Sheila Parizo were present. 

Beverly Moran was absent.  

 

4. Public Portion 

Mr. Lionetti – He feels that an elected official should not need to go through the Board of Aldermen for approval.  

 

5. Discuss other items for consideration by Commission  

The minutes will be approved at the next meeting.  

 

They stated that the following three issues would be discussed: bidding process, waivers, and publication issues.  

 

The Commission began with publication issues: Sections 23, 24, 30, 32, 38, 64, 66, 67, 68, 77 and 82. Mr. Garofalo 

spoke about having publications on the city’s website.  Mr. Hughes feels it should be published for people who do not 

have computer access.  With reference to all the sections referring to publications, they would like corporation counsel 

to add language to add virtual publications.  

 

They also discussed developing a list of vendors who would like to be contacted when there is a publication/bid 

issued.   

 

The Commission discussed adding wording for rejecting the lowest bidder and that the Aldermen would have the final 

say. Mr. Gerckens would like to work on having the finance committee. He doesn’t feel it should go to the Aldermen.  

Mr. Pacheco said the wording was that the lowest bidder could be rejected if a reasonable bid was received from a 

Derby company.  Ms. Parizo doesn’t think “reasonable” is a good term because it’s subjective. The Aldermen aren’t 

experts in all subjects so how do they determine what’s reasonable.  Mr. Pacheco said it should only have to go to the 

Board of Aldermen if they were deviating from the lowest bidder and approvable would be based on a majority vote. 

Ms. Parizo will forward this information to Attorney Welch for proper wording.  Mr. Garofalo wants to see the changes 

made in the Charter not in an ordinance. The Commission would like Attorney Welch to attend the next meeting to 

discuss this further.  

 

The commission discussed waivers.  Mr. DiMartino doesn’t think that waivers are necessary. The citizens know who 

the employees are and vote for them anyway.  He feels that it should be changed to majority vote, not unanimous vote. 

Mr. Hughes doesn’t think the waiver is needed at all.  Mr. Gerckens issue is with the conflict of interest.  

 

Ms. DeGennaro asked for the commission to reopen public portion because she would like to speak.  

 



 

 

Mr. DiMartino motioned to open public portion, Mr. Hughes seconded and the motion carried.  

 

Ms. DeGennaro asked for the following section to be read into the minutes:  

 

Sec. 14. Dual office-holding, etc. [Approved at referendum 11-4-2003, effective 12-3-2005] 
No officer of said city shall be at the same time a member of the Board of Aldermen. Neither 

the Mayor, Street Commissioner, Po lice Commissioners, Fire Commissioner nor any other 
officer of said city, either elected or appointed, including members of the Board of Aldermen, 

members of the Board of Apportionment, members of the Finance Committee and members of 
the Board of Education, shall directly or indirectly furnish any materials to said city, or be 

directly or indirectly employed to do any work for said city except his official duty. The 
provisions of this section may be waived by a unanimous vote of the Board of Aldermen. 

 

She said it’s not only elected officials; it pertains to appointed positions as well. Ms. DeGennaro did not get a waiver in 

1997 when she was asked by Mr. Garofalo to be the fire commissioner. She was a coach for Derby HS pom pom squad. 

She did eventually get the waiver. Chapter 18 is the ordinance that deals with the Code of Ethics. That is the section 

that should be reviewed if someone has a question regarding conflicts of interest. She doesn’t think the section 14 is 

needed. Everyone has a constitutional right to run for office.  It is the Commission’s decision to forward their request 

to the Board of Aldermen and the Board of Aldermen has the right to change it.  

 

Mr.  Lionetti stated that maybe elected official should be exempt from this section.  

 

Mr. Stephen Iacuone –He was in agreement that it should be changed to majority vote, but after watching the 

commission argue he feels that no vote should be needed. If you declare that you work for the city then people know 

that when they vote. Mr. Iacuone said there hasn’t been an Ethics Committee since the Garofalo administration. He 

feels that having the Board of Aldermen vote leads to political unrest and bad blood.  

 

Ms. Parizo questioned that Ms. DeGennaro stated there is an Ethics Committee, but Mr. Iacuone just said there hasn’t 

been an active committee in years.  

 

The Committee discussed removing the section or majority vote.  Mr. DiMartino said elected officials should not need a 

waiver, but appointment positions should need a waiver.  

 

The Commission decided to recommend the deletion of section 14.   

 

6. Direct Corporation Counsel to prepare initial draft language of items for proposed revision to Charter  

Ms. Parizo said she will forward Attorney Welch the proceedings and ask him to attend the next meeting.  

 

7. Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn at 8:13 PM by Mr. Hughes, seconded by Mr. Stadt and the motion carried.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Terri Kuskowski 

 

 

These minutes are subject to the Board’s approval at their next scheduled meeting.  


