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Derby Housing Authority 

Minutes April 1, 2015 
 

 

The meeting of the Derby Housing Authority was called to order at 6:35 PM by Joseph  

Romano, Chairman on Wednesday April 1, 2015. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Chairman Romano welcomed the newest commissioner to the Derby Housing Authority,  

Linda Fusco.  He noted that she will be taking the place of Marc Garofalo. 

 

Roll Call:  Chairman Joseph Romano, Vice Chairman Quentin Garatoni, Pauline Monaco, 

Stanley Muzyk and Linda Fusco. 

 

Approval of the Minutes of February 4, 2015: 

 

 Motion to approve the minutes as presented for February 4, 2015. 

 

Motion by Stan Muzyk.  Second by Quentin Garatoni.  Linda Fusco abstained.  All in Favor.  

Motion passes. 

 

Additions, Deletions, or Corrections: 

 

Hearing none the meeting continued. 

 

Public Portion: 

 

Billy Thomas – 21 Stygar Terrace.  Mr. Thomas relayed the recent decision of a current court 

case regarding a tenant at Stygar Terrace.  Chairman Romano stated the resident in question is 

not present here tonight to deny or prove to this commission that the accusations that this is fact. 

Mr. Thomas asked this commission to make contact with the other residents regarding this tenant 

and to obtain a copy of the court findings as evidence.  No action is taken at this time. 

 

Rosanne Velez – 26 Stygar Terrace.  Ms. Velez’s concerns center around the residents located 

behind her and their continual smoking that has contributed to her health issues. 

 

Director Steve Nakano stated that in the resident’s leases there is a clause regarding “No 

Smoking” being allowed in the apartments.  He continued to state that he has been researching 

other Senior Housing Authorities and their rules governing totally “No Smoking” within the 

perimeters of the housing complexes.   

 

Chairman Romano reiterated that the process in currently in the works to see this through and 

there is a lot of paperwork prior to the adoption of this policy. 
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Linda Swinski – 15 Guardiano Terrace.  Ms. Swinski stated that she received a letter regarding 

an increase in her monthly rent dated February 20, 2015 but, did not receive the notice until 

March 12, 2015.  According to her lease it states that a tenant must be given at least a thirty (30) 

day notice.  Chairman Romano stated that he will look into the problem and would get back to 

Ms. Swinski.  Ms. Swinski’s next concern was the resident’s parking wherever they please. 

 

Commissioner Pauline Monaco also a resident at Guardiano Terrace stated that many of the 

current residents do not have cars and other residents are taking it to their advantage to mean that 

they can park in these assigned spots. 

 

Frank Meany – 12 Guardiano Terrace.  Mr. Meany’s concern was the residents throwing out 

food for the animals.  His next concern was with this past winters snow removal process and the 

loosing of ample parking spaces during this process.  Also, there has been a problem with sinks 

in the complex backing up especially with the extreme cold weather this winter.  Chairman 

Romano stated that he would have maintenance look into the problem. 

 

No one else from the public wished to address the Commission. 

 

Director’s Report:   

 

The Director’s Report for March 2015 was presented by Steven Nakano, Executive Director. 

 

Director’s Report:    March 2015 

 

Stygar Terrace:    Unit #30 ready for occupancy April 1, 2015 

 

Cicia Manor:     No Vacancies 

 

Lakeview Apartments:   Unit #3   ready for occupancy May 1, 2015. 

      Unit #4   ready for occupancy May 1, 2015. 

      Unit #21 ready for occupancy May 1, 2015. 

 

Miscellaneous: 

 

Bill payment report placed on file. 

 

Paid vouchers and bills placed on file for review. 

 

Section 8 Program: 

 

Landlord checks for the month of April, 2015 were processed and mailed out. 

 

PIC reporting is currently at 100%. 

 

 Motion to approve the Director’s Report as presented. 
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Motion by Stan Muzyk.  Second by Pauline Monaco.  All in Favor.  Motion Passes. 

 

 

Update on Barron Block Project: 
 

Chairman Romano and Executive Director Nakano stated that they are consulting weekly and 

researching funding sources and a feasibility study is currently under way.  They are also 

actively researching possible grant monies available for such projects. 

 

It was stated that with the hold up last year due to timeframes within the City of Derby there was 

a lot of miscommunication so deadlines were not met and the time elapsed in which to apply for 

funding.  The Chairman and Director are currently researching and rewriting for the upcoming 

grant cycle. 

 

Commissioner Garontini asked if residents currently at Cicia Manor would be affected if the plan 

goes through to demolish one section of the units for additional parking to comply with the 

regulations.  Chairman Romano stated that yes some residents would be affected however, those 

residents would have first choice at an apartment when the Barron Block is ready for occupancy 

or at one of the other sites under the Derby Housing Authority.  It was also noted that once the 

Barron Block is ready for occupancy there will be a total of 12 units with no more than two 

elderly residents per apartment.  It was reiterated once again that the Barron Block site is for 

elderly residents only. 

 

There is no action required at this time and the commissioners will be kept updated as the 

process proceeds. 

 

Election of Board of Commissioners roles for 2015: 
 

After discussion amongst DHA Board of Commissioners it was suggested to table this item until 

the May 2015 meeting. 

 

 Motion to table the Election of Board of Commissioners for 2015. 

 

Motion by Stan Muzyk.  Second by Linda Fusco.  No further discussion.  All in Favor.  Motion 

Passes. 

 

The following Resolution was read into the record by Joseph Romano, Chairman: 

 

RESOLUTION 2015-4 (a) 
 

WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Housing Authority of the City of Derby operates a 

Connecticut State Elderly Housing program as prescribed by policies mandated by the 

Department of Economic & Community Development (DECD) and the Connecticut Housing 

Finance Authority (CHFA). 
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WHEREAS, the following tenancy LEASE as drawn up by the Derby Housing Authority is in 

compliance with regular tenancy lease requirements as mandated by the State of Connecticut, 

DECD and CHFA. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the 

Housing Authority of the City of Derby in conjunction with applicable policies and regulations, 

authorize the Housing Authority of the City of Derby to approve the use of the new tenancy lease 

to be exercised in use with the elderly recertification’s for the year ending 2015 and forward. 

 

Certified as a true copy of a resolution duly adopted by the Board of Commissioners of the 

Housing Authority of the City of Derby at a meeting on April 1, 2015 which has not been 

rescinded or modified in any way. 

 

April 1, 2015       Joseph R. Romano, Chairman 
        (DATE)                            (AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE)  

 

       

 Motion to approve Resolution 2015-4 (a) as presented. 

 

Motion by Stan Muzyk.  Second by Linda Fusco.  No questions on the motion.  All in Favor.  

Motion Passes. 

 

The following Resolution was read into the record by Joseph Romano, Chairman: 

 

 

RESOLUTION 2015-4 (c) 
 

WHEREAS, it is desirable that the Housing Authority of the City of Derby operates a Section  

8/Housing Choice Voucher (HVC) rental assistance program in accordance with applicable 

policies and guidelines as prescribed by the U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development 

(HUD). 

 

WHEREAS, the following addition of the Project based Voucher Rental Assistance (PBV) 

program as prescribed by the U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD), which 

is to be utilized in any/all future redevelopment of the Housing Authority of the City of Derby. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the 

Housing Authority of the City of Derby in conjunction with applicable HUD policies and 

regulations, authorize the Housing Authority of the City of Derby to approve the Project Based 

Voucher Rental Assistance (PBV) program in addition to already existing rental assistance 

programs of the Housing Authority of the City of Derby as directed by the U.S. Department of 

Housing & Urban Development (HUD). 
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Certified as a true copy of a resolution duly adopted by the Board of Commissioners of the 

Housing Authority of the City of Derby at a meeting on April 1, 2015 which has not been 

rescinded or modified in any way. 

 

April 1, 2015       Joseph R. Romano, Chairman 
        (DATE)                            (AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE)  

 

 

 Motion to approve Resolution 2015-4 (c) as presented. 

 

Motion by Stan Muzyk.  Second by Pauline Monaco.  Question on the motion?  Commissioner 

Garotoni asked if this Section 8/Housing Choice Voucher program was for families?  Director 

Nakano stated that this program was for vouchers for the elderly.  All in Favor.  Motion Passes. 

 
**Full text of both Resolution 2015-4 (a) and Resolution 2015-4 (c) are on file with the filing of the minutes of the Derby 

Housing Authority of April 1, 2015 located at the Derby Housing Authority Offices located at 101 West Fourth Street,  

Derby, CT. 

 

Executive Session: 

 

 Motion to go into Executive Session to discuss Personnel Issues at 7:15 PM. 

 

Motion by Quentin Garatoni.  Second by Stan Muzyk.  All in Favor.  Motion passes. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Laura A. Wabno 
Recording Secretary 
 

*These minutes are subject to the approval of the Derby Housing Authority Commission at their next scheduled meeting. 


