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Park and Recreation Commission                          

 

     Minutes 

(meeting recorded) 

 

Monthly meeting:  Monday, August 8, 2016, 2016 in City Hall. 

 

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

By roll call, members present:  Andrew Cota, John Monahan, James Butler Sr. and Bruce Sill.  Beverly 

Moran, James Benanto and Ronald Sill were excused. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Dennis O’Connell was present.  The Athletic Director Rachael Artaiz was 

absent. 

 

ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA: 

Motion made by James Butler Sr. and second by John Monahan.  Move to accept the agenda, as 

presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Motion made by Bruce Sill and second by James Butler Sr.  Move to accept the minutes of June 13, 

2016, as written.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC PORTION: 

No one came forward to speak. 

 

CORRESPONDENCES: 

Nothing was presented. 

 

DIRECTOR REPORTS: 

Parks & Recreation Director’s Report:  Mr. O'Connell had the permit parking passes within the Ryan 

Field Complex printed and twelve (12) permits were given to the High School for athletic use to be 

distributed at their discretion and the Pop Warner was given twelve (12) passes for their use.  Mr. 

O'Connell is also updating the list of key holders for the gate. 

 

The Ryan Field Complex sprinkler systems on the football and softball fields are being repaired.  The 

project has escalated into a bigger project than expected with the cost consuming much of the 

maintenance funds from the Ryan Field Capital account.  With the current drought conditions and delays 

in the grant funding of possible turf installation, it is paramount to have the sprinkler systems in good 

working order. 

 

At Witek Park, the sprinkler system is functioning well.  The repairs to the field have taken well with the 

conditions about 90 percent back to prime condition.  The grass is being left higher so as to allow for the 

restoration to take hold.  There are signs of ATV activity in the park but fortunately there has been no 

damage to the fields.  The gates have remained open as per the Mayor’s request with the intention to 

bring it up at the Board of Alderman as to a possible schedule of opening and closings. 

 

The Board of Alderman continue their discussions on allowing non-motorized watercraft, canoes and 

kayaks, on the reservoirs.  A vote was taken but did not pass and the matter was referred back to 

committee.  There were concerns for the need for safety provisions in the ordinance and also, they were 

looking at residency requirements. 
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The fall softball league is scheduled.  Mr. O'Connell will be replacing the light bulbs that are burned out. 

 

Mr. O'Connell is still waiting for the fall athletic schedules.  He will be reaching out to the director. 

 

There was a small incident with Pop Warner.  They organized a clinic but did not advise Mr. O'Connell.  

As a result the sprinklers were turned on the field as scheduled resulting in them not having field usage.  

Mr. O'Connell is also awaiting their fall schedule. 

 

The Derby Veteran's Community Center will have its annual shut down August 29th to September 6th.  

They will be addressing pool deck maintenance and the gymnasium floor will be refinished. 

 

The summer program had approximately 100 participants but with the heat, the attendance varied on a 

day to day basis.  The program will be wrapping up this week. 

 

High School Athletic Director’s Report:  Ms. Artaiz was absent. 

 

NEW or OTHER BUSINESS: 

Boys of Summer program request for use of Bradley – Amendola Softball Field – John Netto has 

requested use of the field.  Boys of Summer is a youth travel baseball program that currently competes in 

the Eastshore Travel baseball league. They currently have kids from some surrounding towns including 

Derby, Shelton, and Oxford. They are looking at a fall baseball season and would like to play some 

games in Derby at the Bradley School field. There are many players in the Eastshore league from the 

Valley yet very few have fields to play on in the Valley.  They currently have teams that play on 50 -70 ft 

and 60 – 90 ft mound and pitching diamond dimensions.  Bradley field gives them the ability to set up 

both diamonds to accommodate both the younger and older kids.  They are looking at fielding 2-3 teams 

at the 13U, 11U and 10U levels. This would mean they would play approximately 18-25 games at 

Bradley School.  The schedules are double headers on the weekend and sometimes one night during the 

week.  The program is searching for an eventual home base location at some point that would provide 

them buildings and fields for a more permanent solution. 

 

Mr. O'Connell noted that the lighting system at Amendola Field is showing reduced illumination 

brightness as it ages.  The lighting is not favored for baseball use because of this lower output whereas 

the softball is a larger more visible object even under these diminished conditions.  There are softball 

games scheduled in the evening hours.  The replacement of the light bulbs will likely be a capital request 

at some point. 

 

Mr. Netto indicated that he understood that there are no bleachers and no bathrooms and evening play 

was a request but they could seek other locations if the field was not available in the evening.  The 

program is willing to provide financial support to the Parks and Recreation Department.  Mr. O'Connell 

noted that the field would be offered as is; it would not be groomed on the weekends.  He suggested that 

Mr. Netto could reach out privately to the Public Works Director but the Parks and Recreation 

Department could not provide overtime service from public works.  Mr. O'Connell stated that there was 

no scheduling conflict for their program using the field on the weekends whereas there is scheduled use 

during the week.  Mr. O'Connell noted that previous requests stipulated that the teams would be 

comprised of 50% Derby residents.  Mr. Netto indicated it would be unlikely that there would be that 

50% ratio in this case. 

 

Motion made by Bruce Sill and second by John Monahan.  Move to approve the use of Amendola Field 

by the Eastshore Travel baseball league with it stipulated that there would be no lights or bathrooms 

provided, that the field would be offered as is, that the schedule shall be coordinated with the Parks and 
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Recreation Director and that an acceptable insurance certificate is provided and placed on file.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

Motion by Bruce Sill and second by James Butler Sr.  Move to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

Respectfully prepared, 
 

Karen Kemmesies 
 

Karen Kemmesies, secretary 

 

These minutes are subject to the Commission’s approval at their next scheduled meeting. 


