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Park and Recreation Commission                          

 

     Minutes 

(meeting recorded) 

 

Monthly meeting:  Monday, June 13, 2016 in City Hall. 

 

Meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 

By roll call, members present:  Andrew Cota, John Monahan, James Benanto, James Butler Sr. and Bruce 

Sill.  Beverly Moran arrived at 7:30 pm.  Ronald Sill was excused. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Dennis O’Connell was present.  The Athletic Director Rachael Artaiz was 

absent. 

 

ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA: 

Motion made by James Butler Sr. and second by Bruce Sill.  Move to accept the agenda, as presented.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Motion made by James Butler Sr. and second by Bruce Sill.  Move to accept the minutes of May 9, 2016, 

as written.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC PORTION: 

Kathy Slowik from Pop Warner was present to speak on item 8A - Parking procedures at Ryan Field.  No 

one else came forward to speak. 

 

NEW or OTHER BUSINESS: 

Parking procedures at Ryan Field – Without objection, the Commission moved the agenda item. 

 

Mr. O'Connell explained that during the spring athletic events, issues of coaches parking within the gate 

at the Ryan Field Complex were raised.  Superintendent Conway resolved the matter by posting a 

prohibition to the parking practice.  With Pop Warner football beginning in August, the question has 

been raised whether their head coaches and concession stand staff will be allowed within the gate.  Mr. 

O'Connell indicated that parking within the gate has been common practice in the past.  There has been a 

need to manage the authorized permissions in the past and going forward parameters would help to 

clarify who is allowed to enter the complex. 

 

Kathy Slowik explained that generally board members and head coaches have been parking within the 

gates by the field house.  She suggested that issuing parking passes to persons allowed within the facility 

could resolve any confusion.  Members discussed the suggestion and indicated that signs would be 

needed to notice to the public that parking is by permit only.  The members felt that the Parks and 

Recreation Department could issue the permits for Parks and Recreation activities and permits would be 

provided to the Superintendent for him to distribute at his discretion for athletic events.  Ms. Slowik 

raised the question whether there would be allowances for special needs such as an elderly or disabled 

patron.  It was noted that the current space on the street is difficult for someone wanting to enjoy the 

facility.  Members felt that allowances for such needs would fall upon the organization using the facility 

and that they generally reach out to the patron to assist in whatever way is best for the situation. 

 

Motion made by James Benanto and second by Bruce Sill.  Move to institute permit parking within the 

Ryan Field Complex with it stipulated that the Parks and Recreation Director properly purchase and post 
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signage that parking within the facility is “BY PERMIT ONLY” and that twelve (12) permits will be 

created for parks and recreation use and that twelve (12) permits will be created for athletic use to be 

distributed at the discretion of the Parks & Recreation director or the Superintendent of Derby schools 

for use during their scheduled events.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

CORRESPONDENCES: 

Nothing was presented. 

 

DIRECTOR REPORTS: 

Parks & Recreation Director’s Report:  Mr. O'Connell is moving forward with repairs and 

maintenance on the sprinkler systems on the fields.  At Ryan, there is a need for a new pump and 

sprinkler heads are being repaired or replaced.  At Witek, heads are being adjusted.  The systems are all 

being tested. 

 

The Ryan Field softball field is developing pronounced settling and a depression in left field that is 

scheduled for repair in the fall by Public Works. 

 

Arrangements are underway for the Summer Program. 

 

Public Works has been clearing the banks around the basketball courts at the picnic grove.  The area will 

be lightly landscaped to maintain the bank.  The timer for the lights has been checked for the Wednesday 

night basketball league.  Play is already started at the courts and is always well attended.  A new stairway 

is being constructed between the upper and lower levels by the courts, replacing the existing pathway. 

 

Regarding the 2016-2017 budget, the requested raises are still under discussion.  It appears that plans are 

to consider raises consistent with the terms negotiated for union employees in the City, those contracts 

have yet to be finalized.  Overall, the budget is only slightly lower than requested. 

 

High School Athletic Director’s Report:  Ms. Artaiz was absent. 

 

NEW or OTHER BUSINESS: 

Discussion of Witek Park:   Email communications have been circulating regarding security at Witek 

Park.  Mr. O'Connell noted that the Mayor has requested that the gate remain open.  There is some 

question in the emails that security at the park is insufficient.  Reponses indicated that it would require 

extensive fencing and other costly measures to ever provide an effective measure of security.  With the 

gates open, the Police Department has patrolled the area; prior they would have to obtain the key 

(generally at the station) in order to unlock the facility.  The gates have proven to be ineffective in 

stopping ATV and biking activities that have resulted in damage to the fields.  It was noted that the 

person who caused the most recent vandalism has yet to make complete restitution as deemed by the 

court.  The case is due to be reviewed in August with possible discharge through accelerated 

rehabilitation but the court will take into account all requirements of the case.  Mr. O'Connell anticipated 

receiving the remaining balance due prior to the court proceedings. 

 

Regarding the request to allow non-motorized watercraft on the reservoirs, members indicated that there 

was no further information available to the Commission.  Watercraft has already been observed on the 

reservoirs.  Alderman Arthur Gerckens was in the building for another meeting and he was invited to 

speak on the matter.  He explained that the Operations and Procedures sub-committee will be discussing 

the issue.  He stated that it has been determined by Public Works Commissioner DeFala that parking 

could be created in the vicinity of the gate by Ridge Road.  The committee will be working on boating 

regulations regarding the use.  The City’s insurance carrier did not feel that there would be any increase 

in the premiums for any issues of safety or liability.  Mr. Gerckens felt that the process should go forward 

without great difficulties.  Signs would be posted detailing any defined restrictions or regulations.  He 
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felt that the residents should be provided the opportunity to enjoy the recreational opportunities afforded 

them by this city-owned parcel.  He did not feel that the Derby Inland Wetlands Agency needed to be 

contacted.  Chairman Cota suggested that the parking proposal should be explored further as the vehicles 

would likely be backing out onto Academy Hill and the location was in close proximity to the curve of 

the road by the dam.  He expressed safety concerns that the Traffic Commission may want to study. 

 

Mr. Benanto asked Mr. O'Connell to explore whether portable rest rooms were needed at Bradley during 

the softball season as he has been approached by residents in the vicinity. 

 

The City is undergoing Charter Revision at this time and Ms. Moran is serving on that Commission.  She 

noted that the town clerk suggested that maybe the way in which raises for recreation staff are decided 

should be discussed during their deliberations.  Members were in agreement that aligning it with union 

raises would be practical and far easier than having to consistently be reviewed by the Board of 

Alderman.  This is a matter to be considered. 

 

Motion by Bruce Sill and second by James Butler Sr.  Move to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 p.m.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

Motion made by James Butler Sr. and second by Bruce Sill.  Move to reopen the meeting at 8:07 pm.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion made by Beverly Moran and second by James Butler Sr.  Move that the July meeting of the Parks 

and Recreation Commission be cancelled unless issues arise that warrant the need for a meeting.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

Without objection the meeting adjourned at 8:08 pm. 

 

Respectfully prepared, 

 

Karen Kemmesies 
 

Karen Kemmesies, secretary 

 

These minutes are subject to the Commission’s approval at their next scheduled meeting. 


