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Park and Recreation Commission                          

 

     Minutes 

(meeting recorded) 

 

Monthly meeting:  Monday, September 12, 2016, 2016 in City Hall. 

 

Meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m. 

 

By roll call, members present:  Andrew Cota, Ronald Sill, James Butler Sr. and James Benanto.  Beverly 

Moran, John Monahan and Bruce Sill were excused. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Dennis O’Connell was present.  Jennifer Moffat was present representing 

the Athletic Director. 

 

ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA: 

Motion made by Ronald Sill and second by James Benanto.  Move to accept the agenda, as presented.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Motion made by James Butler Sr. and second by James Benanto.  Move to accept the minutes of August 

8, 2016, as written.  Motion carried with Ronald Sill abstaining. 

 

PUBLIC PORTION: 

No one came forward to speak. 

 

CORRESPONDENCES: 

Nothing was presented. 

 

DIRECTOR REPORTS: 

Parks & Recreation Director’s Report:  Mr. O'Connell reported that the permit parking passes are 

going smoothly.  Pop Warner has already played two home games. 

 

The Ryan Field Complex renovated sprinkler systems on the football are doing well.  Conditions are 

good, considering the recent weather conditions.  The overall cost was expensive; Mr. O'Connell is 

reviewing the budget and may have to postpone the softball field project. 

 

The Derby Veteran's Community Center had its annual shut down August 29th to September 6th.  The 

pool pumps were overhauled and the pool decks were epoxied.  Maintenance was also performed on the 

pool filters. 

 

At Witek Park, the field looks great.  The Board of Alderman are continuing to discuss the schedule for 

opening and closing the gates.  Off road bikes were observed in the area but there was no damage to the 

fields.  High School soccer is playing at Witek Park and the Middle School is playing at Bradley.  Ms. 

Moffat noted possible issues of off-road bikes at Bradley and Mr. O'Connell will investigate. 

 

Members raised the issue of the basketball courts at Coon Hollow Park as discussed at the Board of 

Alderman.  Apparently neighbors were concerned with the noise, the vehicle traffic and the pedestrian 

activity in their area.  There have been discussions within the city to control traffic on Nutmeg Avenue 

by changing the schools to a Chatfield Street address and abandoning a portion of Nutmeg Avenue 

resulting in a dead end street.  The discussions have not been finalized as of yet.  Members noted that the 
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rental of the picnic grove may be part of this issue.  The picnic grove rentals are arranged by the Mayor’s 

office and Mr. O'Connell had no further information regarding the rental process.  Members discussed 

the options.  The basketball program is very well received.  The Parks and Recreation Department 

encourages all interests in physical activity and few incidents have been presented to the Commission.  

Wanting to address resident concerns, members suggested shutting off the lights earlier and advising the 

program of the closing time.  Court etiquette could also be reinforced with the program coordinators. 

 

Motion made by James Benanto and second by Ronald Sill.  Move to instruct the recreation director to 

change the time schedule for the basketball courts at Coon Hollow Park so that during the school year the 

lights would be turned off at 8 p.m. and during the summer hours the lights would be shut off at 10 p.m.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Members noted that the Board of Alderman have been discussing a possible basketball court at Hawkins 

Street.  Apparently, neighbors approached the Board of Alderman with the request and they have 

forwarded it to sub-committee.  Not privy to the initial discussions members were concerned with the 

feasibility of the plan and raised the greater issue that there seems to be little to no communication 

between the Board of Alderman and the Parks and Recreation Commission.  Members felt it should be 

good practice if recreation concerns were directed to the Commission for comment. 

 

High School Athletic Director’s Report:  Jennifer Moffat serves as part-time clerk for the Athletic 

Director.  Members welcomed her.  She presented the fall schedule of games to the recreation director.  

She indicated that the final soccer game in October is once again scheduled at the Ryan Field Complex so 

that the game can be played under the lights.  The boys will be playing on October 21st and the girls on 

October 26th.  Fall Athletics have been going relatively well and she will remain in contact with Mr. 

O'Connell. 

 

NEW or OTHER BUSINESS: 

Nothing further was presented. 

 

Motion by Ronald Sill and second by James Butler Sr.  Move to adjourn the meeting at 8:01 p.m.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Respectfully prepared, 
 

Karen Kemmesies 
 

Karen Kemmesies, secretary 

 

These minutes are subject to the Commission’s approval at their next scheduled meeting. 


