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Park and Recreation Commission                       

 

     Minutes 

(meeting recorded) 

 

Monthly meeting:  Monday, September 14, 2015 in City Hall. 

 

Meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. 

 

By roll call, members present:  Andrew Cota, John Monahan, James Benanto, Ronald Sill, Frank Rubino 

and James Butler Sr.  Beverly Moran arrived at 7:12 pm. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Dennis O’Connell was present.  The Athletic Director was absent. 

 

ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA: 

Motion made by James Benanto and second by John Monahan.  Move to add to the agenda under New or 

Other Business – Discussion on proposed Lacrosse program and accept the agenda, as amended.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

A motion was made Ronald Sill and second by James Benanto.  Move to accept the minutes of August 

20, 2015, as written.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC PORTION: 

No one was present. 

 

CORRESPONDENCES: 

Nothing was presented. 

 

DIRECTOR REPORTS: 

Parks & Recreation Director’s Report:  Mr. O'Connell reported that Pop Warner is well underway and 

has only one more home game prior to finishing the season with remaining away games.  Youth 

Basketball program registration will take place in October. 

 

Working with Public Works, the Amendola sign at Bradley School is being replaced.  Clean up work in 

the area is also being done.  The maintenance on the fields has been exceptional. 

 

The dry weather has been taking its toll on the fields.  Originally the intent was to hold off fixing the 

irrigation system for the Ryan Field Complex softball field until the issue of the turf field replacement 

had been finalized but plans now are to fix the system as soon as possible.  This involves repairing valves 

and other plumbing issues with the system. 

 

The Witek Park irrigation system was down for a period of time.  Upon inspection it was found that 

electricity to the pump station had been interrupted.  This has since been fixed.  The timer schedule was 

updated to accommodate the harsh, dry summer. 

 

High School Athletic Director’s Report:  Superintendent Matthew Conway and Board of Education 

member Laura Harris were present.  Supt. Conway noted that the next bonding committee meeting is 

September 25th.  He is hopeful the request will be on the agenda. 

 

Andrew Cota, Chairman 

 

Beverly Moran 

James Benanto 

Ronald Sill 

John Monahan 

Frank Rubino 

James Butler Sr. 
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NEW or OTHER BUSINESS: 

Mark Searles was present this evening to discuss the proposed Lacrosse program.  He indicated that he 

has been conversing with Shelton and Trumbull as well as other towns and he is aware of players 

interested in starting a program.  He is suggesting a spring program for ages 9-12 with co-ed play.  He 

suggested that Bradley School could be utilized.  This would be similar to an instructional league and 

there would be no competitive games played.  The other towns have indicated that scrimmaging could be 

possible at some point.  They have also indicated that they would be generous in donating used 

equipment so as to start the program.  Mr. Searles noted that the game equipment and protective 

equipment can be quite expensive and the donations are greatly appreciated. 

 

Mr. O’Connell stated that he did research on the proposal and the equipment would be quite expensive to 

start the program.  Members suggested that Mr. Searles create a business plan for the program, similar to 

the other leagues.  He would have to develop a plan of what would be needed and the associated costs, a 

true and credible budget.  A registration structure would be needed and while currently he is doing the 

leg work on his own, he should consider developing a team of directors.  Further, it was suggested that he 

speak to the physical education teachers to see if there would be interest in including this type of play 

within the PE lesson plan.  As the fiscal budget has already been set for 2015-16, there would be limited 

funds available this year but could be considered next year.  It was noted that insurance must be 

considered and it is possible that the coverage costs may vary dependant on the level of play and level of 

travel within this program.  A strictly in-house instructional league would likely cost less.  Another minor 

consideration raised by the Commission would be to consider how this new program will impact the 

other spring programs.  Certainly, this is at the beginning stages of discussion and members were 

encouraged by Mr. Searles enthusiasm.  He will be maintaining contact with Mr. O’Connell and further 

information will be discussed, as presented to the Commission. 

 

Motion by Ronald Sill and second by Beverly Moran.  Move to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 p.m.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

Respectfully prepared, 
 

Karen Kemmesies 
 

Karen Kemmesies, secretary 

 

These minutes are subject to the Commission’s approval at their next scheduled meeting. 


