Kent County Volunteer Firefighter’s Association
August 19, 2020
President O’Neal called the 1047th meeting to order at
7:00 p.m. at Station 43, Cheswold Fire Company. The
invocation was given by Chaplain Rich Walton.
President O’Neal led the members present with the
Pledge of Allegiance. Dinner served by the Auxiliary
members of Station 43.
The meeting was called back to order at 7:25 pm by
President O’Neal.
Vice President Manley presented the gratuities and
conveyed our thanks and appreciation to the Auxiliary
members of Station 43. Ken Clendaniel, President of
Cheswold Fire Company gave the address of
welcome; President O’Neal gave the response.

the AFG Grants, those who have applied for these
grants, they are still in process. DVFA Officers
present here tonight are President Jay Jones, 1st
Assistant Vice President Dan Carrier, 2nd Assistant
Vice President Ken Ryder, Secretary Elmer Steele,
Past DVFA President Rich Perillo, Directors’ Jim
Watson, Benny O’Neal and Jim Wozniki.
State Fire Chief’s Association – Jim Watson
reported that the next meeting will be on 12-17-2020
at Station 80. There will be a limited amount of
members in attendance. There will be some awards
at that meeting.
DVFA Ladies Auxiliary – No report

It was motioned, seconded and carried to deviate
from the proper order of business to hold the annual
Memorial Service for the deceased members of the
KCVFA.

DVFA Conference – Joe Zeroles thanked everyone
for their support for the 2020 conference. All monies
have been returned. Our next meeting will be in
January 2021.

The annual Memorial Service was held. The program
is attached.

State Fire Police Association – Les States stated
that the anniversary has been cancelled for
November.

It was motioned, seconded and carried to return to
the proper order of business.
Roll Calls: Officers: 10 present, 3 absent;
Companies: 14 present, 6 absent; Past Presidents: 9
KCVFA, 6 DVFA, and 6 Fire Company Presidents.
Introduction of Guests:
DVFA – President Jay Jones thanked the chair for the
recognition and it is good to get back to an in person
meeting. As we slowly get back to normal, it is good
for these meetings to take place.
President Jay Jones turned the floor over to 2nd Vice
President Ken Ryder for the DVFA report. Ken
reported that the 2019-2020 DVFA Officers will
remain in office until the 2021 DVFA Conference. The
Recruitment & Retention Task Force is up and
running. On the subject of radios, we just went thru
the tropical storm and we were very busy. On the
legislation, the DVFA is working on the Presumption
Bill. On the funding deficient, emails have been sent
out to each company asking for information on their
losses due to the pandemic. The DVFA is asking for
this information by early October 2020. Concerning

State Fire Prevention Commission – Ron Marvel
asked Bill Betts to give the report. Bill stated that they
met yesterday, 8-18-2020. There was a couple of
hearings at that meeting. The main item at the
meeting was the updated Ambulance Regulations
and they were passed. The other exceptions were
part of the driver’s requirements. It was stated that the
DSFS classes are maxed out for this fall. This is due
to the pandemic requirement. The class sizes are
reduced. It was stated that the meetings are virtual so
anyone can log into the meetings. The regulations will
go into effect on 1-1-2021.
Marvin Sharp asked if any of the Ambulance
Regulations will have to go back to the legislature to
be approved or changed. It was stated, no.
President O’Neal congratulated Rich Perillo on his
appointment to the State Fire Prevention
Commission.
Delaware State Fire School – No report
Legislature – No report
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Kent County Levy Court – President O’Neal stated
that Brooks Banta talked with him today and stated
that he was going to try to be here tonight.
State EMS – Earl Briel thanked the chair for the
recognition. Like all of the other organizations, we are
in a holding pattern.

State Recruitment and Retention – No report
Mutual Relief – Steve White reported that their next
meeting is next Wednesday, 8-26-2020, at Station 49
at 7:00 pm.
DEMA – No report

State Fire Marshal’s Office – No Report.
ICHIEFS – No report.
Kent County Fire Chief’s Association – Treasurer
Shirley Pennington reported that they met last week
with an in person meeting at Station 43. They are
looking at their bylaws concerning changing their
meeting schedule. Our next meeting will be on 9-92020 at Station 53. This will be a joint meeting with
the county association.

NVFC – No report
It was motioned and seconded to approve the KCVFA
meeting minutes for February 2020 & June 2020 &
July 2020, motion carried.

Kent County Fire Police Association – Leon Hyde
thanked the chair for the recognition. We have
nothing going on since the pandemic hit. Our next
meeting will be on 9-15-2020 at Station 45.

Deceased Members: It was reported that there are
two deceased members. They are James Cahall SR
from Station 44, Waneta Rentz from Station 55. A
moment of silence was held for our deceased
members.

Kent County Emergency Medical Services
Committee – No Report

Report of Officers: All submitted or will be submitted
in written or electronic form.

Kent County Ladies Auxiliary – No report

President O’Neal stated that he has not
done a whole lot since our last meeting.

Kent Center Emergency Dispatch Center – No
Report
Kent County EMS (Paramedics) – No Report
Kent County Fire Police –
New Castle County Volunteer Firemen’s
Association – President Jim Watson brought
greetings from his association and they are testing
weekly. They are working on a funding ideas for the
county. If you need anything, please let us know. His
report is attached. Jim said that it is good that the
county associations are talking to each other.
Sussex County Volunteer Firemen’s Association –
They stated thanks for the recognition. Our next
meeting will be at Station 83, Millsboro, on 8-25-2020.
Delmarva Firefighter’s Association – Elmer Steele
stated the next meeting will be in November 2020 and
will be a live meeting.

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Shirley Pennington
reported that she had met with Crawford Financial
and will have a report under the proper order of
business. The Treasurer’s report for July 2020 is
attached. A motion was made, seconded and carried
to accept the Treasurer’s Report.
Written or Email Correspondence: We received
some emails for nomination endorsements for our
association.
They have been turned over to the nominating
committee. Secretary Steele read the attached letter
from Clayton Fire Company addressed to the DVFA
concerning the 2020 DVFA Conference.
Report of Committees:
Nominations Committee – Bill Betts reported the
following nominations.
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Bill Betts stated that we have a letter from Station 47
for Mark Langford for the Office of President
Bill Betts stated that we have a letter from Station 44
for Gerald L Manley JR for the Office of 1st Vice
President.
Bill Betts stated that we have a letter from Station 53
for Quinton Boots for the Office of 2nd Vice President.
Bill Betts stated that we have a letter from Station 44
for Kenneth Steele for the Office of Secretary.
Bill Betts stated that we have a letter from Station 49
for Shirley Pennington for the Office of Treasurer.
Bill Betts stated that we have a letter from Station 53
for Benny O’Neal for the Office of Director.
Bill Betts stated that we have no letter from Station 56
for Les States for the Office of Director.
Bylaws – Steve White has the attached bylaw
changes for changing our meeting schedule. This will
be brought up under the proper order of business.
Financial – Treasurer Shirley Pennington reported on
the meeting with Crawford Financial. It was her
suggestion to invest $25,000 with them.
Payment of Bills: Shirley Pennington reported that
there are bills for August 2020 to be paid tonight.
They are attached to the minutes. It was motioned,
seconded and carried to pay the bills.

It was motioned, seconded to authorize the Treasurer
to invest $25,000 with Crawford Financial and report
back next month on the status. There was some
discussion and the motion carried with Marvin Sharp
voting no.
Good of the Association:
Steve White asked is we were still going to meet in 99-202 along with the chiefs. It was stated that this
meeting was set up due to the DVFA 2020
Conference and it was planned and will stay that way.
Jay Jones was asked to clear up some rumors that
were going around. Jay stated that under Article 2,
Section 3 of the DVFA Bylaws they state that
nomination, election and installation for the DVFA
Officers take place at the annual conference. We are
looking at the bylaws for some changes if necessary.
President O’Neal reported that he has active cancer.
He said that he had his last treatment a couple of
weeks ago. He also said that Mark Langford is
currently in the hospital and to keep him in your
prayers. He said that he has been a royal pain with
all of the emails to everyone. He said that he is trying
to keep everyone up to date with all of the information
that he is receiving.

Unfinished Business:
It was motioned, seconded to approve the following list
of nominees for the 2020-2021 Officers, motion
carried.
Mark Langford for the Office of President
Gerald L Manley JR for the Office of 1st Vice
President.
Quinton Boots for the Office of 2nd Vice President.
Kenneth Steele for the Office of Secretary.
Shirley Pennington for the Office of Treasurer.
Benny O’Neal for the Office of Director.
Les States for the Office of Director.
It was motioned, seconded and carried to close the
nominations for the 2020-2021 KCVFA Officers.

Marvin Sharp thanked the president with keeping
everyone up to date with information. A round of
applause was heard.

New Business:
It was motioned and seconded to approve the
attached bylaw changes as the first reading, motion
carried.
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KCVFA Bills

for the month of August 2020

Shirley Pennington (Reimb for Memorial Service)
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Cheswold Fire Company Auxiliary
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EVO Studios (Webpage)
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Hartly Fire Company (Special Ops)
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Cheswold Fire Company (Special Ops)
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Total of All Bills for the month of August 2020

200.00
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Meeting Schedule Change Proposal (version 2)

L.

2.

New Meeting Schedule

a. January
b. March (Military Appreciation)
c. June (Past Presidents & Memorial
d. October(lnstallation)

Service) Nomination of Officers

New Meeting Schedule

a. January
b. March (Military Appreciation)
c. June (Past Presidents, Memorial Service, Nomination of Officers)
d. September (Nomination of Officers) Election of Officers
e. November (lnstallation of Officers)
{,2.

4.
5.
6.
7.

Meeting Schedule 6 meetings
t , lanuary
b. March {Militdry Rec Night)
c. May (Past Presidents Night and Memorial Sewice)
d. tuly (Naminotions of Officers)
e. September (Nominations & Election at Officers)
t, November $nstallation)
Meal Options (something to considerl Meetings mav be a bit longer
a. Dinner at 1900 meeting after
b. Hors d'oeuvres prior to the start of the meeting, meeting to follow at 1900
Meeting rotation would follow the schedule we have now the installation would be scheduled at
the home company of the president.
The officers would use social media, web site, email, and other means to keep the companies
notified between meetings.
The change in meeting schedule would require sorne Const and by-laws changes
a. Article lV Nomination and Election of Officers section 1 would be required to be
New

changed

b. Section 3 would be needed to be changed

c.
8.
9.

Section 5 would be needed to be changed

Article V section 2 may need to be changed
Article Vl Section 2 may need to be changed

a. Section 3 may need to be changed
b. Section 5 E. 1 may need to be changed

c.

Section 7 may need to be changed
L0. By-Laws Article ll section 1 would need to be changed
11. Standing Motions A changed

Constitution

Article lV Nomination of Officers
Sectionl: The nomination for the office of President, First and Second Vice President, Secretary,
Treasurer, and Directors shall take place at the July and September meetings. The election of officers
shalltake place at the September meeting. (Changes the nomination meetings from July and August to
july and September meetings)
Section 5: The officers of the Association, except appointed officers shall be elected at the monthly
meeting held in September of each year. All officers will be installed and take office at the November
monthly meeting. (Changes the installation of officers from October to November)

Article V Duties of Officers
Section 2: The President shall make an annual report at the November monthly meeting of the
association and an annual report to the Delaware Volunteer Firefighter's Association when in
Conference, and perform such duties as may be required of the office. (Changes the reporting month
from October to November)
Section 6: The Treasurer shall receive, and safely keep all monies belonging to the Association in such
financial institutions as the Association may approve. He shall pay out money only on the authorization
of the Association. He shall furnish a statement of the balances of all accounts and a statement of
receipts and disbursements at each regular monthly meeting and, an annual report at the November
meeting, subject to audit. {Changes the annual report fronr October to November)

Article Vl Duties of the Standins Committees
Section 2: The Auditing Committee shall audit the books of the Treasurer. They shall make an annual
report of their findings at the November Meeting, (Changes the reporting month from October to
November'l
Section 3: The Memorial Committee shall make the necessary arrangements for an annual memorial
service, to be held in the month of May. (Changes the memorial service from April to May)
Section 5:Subsection D. Allfire advisory board members shallstart their term of office in November of
each year. (Changes the start time of committee members from October to November)

Bv-Laws

Article ll Meetine,s
Section 1: Regular stated meetings of the association shall be held on the third Wednesday of the
months of January, March, May, July, September, and November beginning at 1900 hours, at such place
set by the schedule and announced at the previous meeting. (Changes the rneeting schedufe from every
month with the exception of December to every other month beginning in January)

Standins Motions

A.

The Kent County Volunteer Firefighter's Association meets every other month, it therefore shall
be granted that the treasurer be authorized to pay any bills that come due on the months the
association does not meet. (Changes the motion allowing the treasurer to pay the bills between

the November rand January meeting to any month the association does not meet.)

New castle county volunteer Firefighter Association
Paul J. Sweeney Public Safety Building
3601 N. DuPont Highway
New Castle Delaware I9TZA
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Kent County Volunteer Firefighter’s Association
August 19, 2020
Shirley Pennington stated that Station 49 is thinking
outside of the box. They are doing a countdown to
2021. There were calendars on the tables and
starting in September, they are items being raffled.
The next meeting will be for Station 44, but will be at
Station 53 Leipsic Fire Company – September 9,
2020 at 7:00 p.m. This will be a joint meeting with the
KCVCA and a dinner meeting.
50-50 – none
Chaplain Rich Walton gave the benediction.
It was motioned, seconded and carried to adjourn at
8:39 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kenneth R Steele, Secretary
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