
Posted: (Date) @ (Time) 

  

 
  

  
Georgetown 

Town Council Meeting Agenda 

Meeting Date: Wednesday, May 8, 2019 

Location: Town Hall, 39 The Circle, Georgetown, DE 

Time: 7:00 PM 

 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

2. INVOCATION 

 

3. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 

4. APPROVAL OF  APRIL 24, 2019 TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES  
 

 
A.  

 
 

5. PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS   
3 - 4 

 
A. PC Letters of Interest 

 
 

6. SIDEWALK REHABILITATION PRESENTATION   
5 - 
10 

 
A. 

 
Presentation 

Sidewalk Rehablitation (2019-05-07)  
 

7. 1ST READING OF ORDINANCES   
11 - 
13 

 
A. 

 
Ordinance #2019-02 Vacant Building Registration 

Ordinance 2019-02 Vacant Building Registration (FINAL)  
 

8. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS   
14 - 
18 

 
A. 

 
Town Manager - Gene Dvornick 

Town Manager Report - 2019-05-08 

Delaware General Assembly Legislative Report (150 GA - 1st Session) (2019-
05-08)  

 

9. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
The agenda items as listed may not be considered in sequence. This agenda is subject to change, at or before the 



meeting, to include the addition or deletion of items, including executive sessions. Persons requiring special 
accommodations to attend this meeting should contact the Town Office in writing 72 hours in advance of the 
meeting, stating their needs in order to have them addressed under the requirements of the American with 

Disabilities Act (ADA). 
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Jocel n Godwin

From: Gary Tonge <g|tonge@verizon.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2019 7:10 AM
To: BillWest
Cc: Jocelyn Godwin; Eugene Dvornick
Subject: Planning Commission Term

Bill,

My current term on the planning commission expires in a couple of months. Please let this email
serve to show my willingness to accept appointment for another term. I don't feel that I need to list
my qualifications or experience but I willdo so if they are required. Thanks.

Gary
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Linda J Dennis
4 Huckleberry Drive

Georgetown, DE 19947
April 23, 2019

TO Mayor and Town Council of Georgetown

RE Reappointment to the Planning Commission

I am requesting to be considered for reappointment to the Georgetown Planning
Commission.

The future of Georgetown has been of importance to me since I chose to make it my
home 13 years ago. I have served the Town in the following elected, appointed and
volunteer capacities:

' Councilperson Ward 4 2012-2014
' Member of charter Review Commission 2011-2012
' Chairperson of the Transitional Housing Task Force 2012
° Member Design Standards Workgroup 2014-2015
' Member Historic Committee Workgroup 2015
' Member of the Down Town Development DistrictWorkgroup 2015-2016
' Attended the 2015 National Main Street Conference in Atlanta Georgia
‘ Board ofAdjustment 2011-2012
' Attendance at variousUD workshops on planning, zoning and land use (Planning

101-Planning Your Communities Future, and Planning 102-Land Use Law
&Regu|ation)

Through my participation in these activities I have learned the challenges and
opportunities facing our Town and I willcontinue to advocate for the continued
improvement and advancement off our community.

Sincerely,
/ ,.

V_
'

Linda J. D n IS

Distribution List: Mayor BillWest, Councilpersons Lecates, Holston, Hartstein,
Johnson—Dennis, Town Manager Dvornick, andPlanning Staff J.Godwin and J. Craddock
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TOWN OF 
GEORGETOWN

SIDEWALK 
REHABILITATION

PROGRAM

MAY 8, 2019
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SAMPLE OF EXISTING CONDITIONS
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SIDEWALK REHABILITATION PROCESS

Properties needing 
sidewalk repairs or 
replacement were 

identified in the 
Walkability Study 

by 
Simone Collins

TOG Field Verify Properties, add 
properties as deemed necessary

Town obtain (3) Quotes for all 
sidewalk repairs that are identified 

in 1st phase

Notify Residents their sidewalk 
was identified needing repairs or 

replacement

Option 1: 
Utilize the TOG Quote

Option 2: 
Hire their own Contractor.  Must 

complete the work within the 
Towns timeframe. Must follow 
Town Construction Standards
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FINANCING

 Utilize the Town of Georgetown’s contractor

 May utilize the Town’s Sidewalk Repair Reimbursement 
Program

 Promissory Note: Repayment on Installment Basis
 Repayment 1 Year

 Repayment 2 Years, or

 Repayment 3 Years

 Low interest rate on repayment – 2%

 Lien Placed on Property until the Town is paid in full
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FINANCING EXAMPLE

1 Year 2 Years 3 Years

Borrowing
Monthly
Payment

Total
Fee

Monthly
Payment

Total
Fee

Monthly
Payment

Total
Fee

$     500.00 $    42.12 $       5.43 n/a n/a n/a n/a

$     750.00 $    63.18 $       8.15 $    31.91 $    15.72 

$  1,000.00 $    84.24 $    10.87 $    42.54 $    20.97 

$  2,000.00 $  168.48 $    21.73 $    85.08 $    41.93 $    57.29 $    62.27 

$  4,000.00 $  336.96 $    43.47 $  170.16 $    83.87 $  114.57 $  124.53 
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TOWN OF 
GEORGETOWN

SIDEWALK 
REHABILITATION

PROGRAM

MAY 8, 2019
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ORDINANCE 2019-02 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF GEORGETOWN, 
CHAPTER 116 THEREOF, ENTITLED HOUSING STANDARDS 

THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GEORGETOWN IN COUNCIL MET AND 
HEREBY ORDAINS: 

Section 1. Chapter 116, § 116-23 Vacant structures and land is modified as follows: 

§ 116-23. Vacant structures and land.  

All vacant structures and premises thereon or vacant land shall be maintained in a clean, safe, 
secure and sanitary condition as provided by this chapter so as to not cause blight or adversely 
affect the public health or safety of the community. 

§ 116-23.1. Vacancy criteria. 

A building or dwelling or any other structure shall be deemed vacant if no person actually 
or currently conducts a lawfully licensed business, or lawfully resides in any part of the 
building as the legal or equitable owner or tenant on a permanent, nontransient basis. Rental 
buildings or dwellings which are actively seeking a tenant shall not be subject to this chapter 
for a period of 180 days from the time the building(s) become vacant, as described in this 
section. 

§ 116-23.2. Applicability. 

The requirements of this section shall be applicable to each owner of any building or 
property containing one or more buildings that shall have been vacant for more than 120 
consecutive days.  

§ 116-23.3. Registration of vacant buildings required. 

A Vacant Building Registration Statement  shall be required for all buildings which meet the 
vacancy criteria, whether vacant and secure, vacant and open or vacant and boarded, and 
shall be required whenever any building has remained vacant for 120 consecutive days or 
more. Once a building has met the vacancy criteria, a Registration Statement shall be filed, 
on a form supplied by the Town, and the appropriate registration fee shall be paid no later 
than 30 days thereafter. One Registration Statement may be filed to include all vacant 
buildings belonging to a single owner; however separate registration fee(s), as required by 
§ 116-23.4 of this chapter, must be paid for each vacant property. 

Page 11 of 18



 

§ 116-23.4. Registration fee required. 

The vacant building registration fee shall be set at $500 for the first calendar year in which 
the building is deemed vacant. The registration fee shall be set at $750 per year for years two 
(2) through five (5) that a building remains vacant. All buildings or dwellings that remain 
vacant for more than five (5) years shall pay an annual registration fee of $1,000 for each 
calendar year thereafter. Vacant building registration fees shall be nonrefundable. Should 
any owner of a vacant building fail to pay the amount due, said amount(s) shall constitute a 
debt due and owing to the Town, and the Town may commence a civil action, or any other 
available legal remedy, to collect such unpaid debt. 

§ 116-23.5. Permit. 

Upon proper registration and payment of the prescribed fee, a vacant building permit, signed 
by the Town Manager or his/her designee, shall be issued to each vacant building. The permit 
shall be mailed to the owner of record. Each permit  shall be effective for the calendar year 
(January through December) in which it is issued. 

§ 116-23.6. Violations and penalties. 

In no instance shall the registration of a vacant building and the payment of a registration 
fee be construed to excuse the owner, agent or responsible party from responsibility for 
compliance with any other law, ordinance, building code, housing code or property 
maintenance requirement. 
 
Any person who violates or permits the violation of any provision of this chapter, upon 
conviction thereof, shall pay such fines as set out in Chapter 1, General Provisions, 
Article III, Penalties. 
 

Section 2.  This Ordinance shall become effective following its adoption by a majority vote of 
all members elected to the Town Council. 

BE IT ENACTED by the Town Council of the Town of Georgetown, Delaware on the     
_____day of ____________________ A.D., 2019. 

  

 William E. West, Mayor 

  

 Robert L. Holston, Jr., Secretary 
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Synopsis 

This ordinance outlines the registration of and fees for vacant structures. 

 

1st Reading: May 8, 2019  

2nd Reading: May 22, 2019  

Adoption:  May 22, 2019  
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TOWN MANAGER REPORT 
 May 8, 2019 

Reviewed by Town Solicitor 
 

2019 Swearing In 
 
Swearing In of the Councilpersons for Ward 1 and Ward 2 will take place at the May 22, 
2019 Town Council Meeting with the Honorable Peter Jones officiating. 
 
Keep DE Litter Free 
 
At the request of the Office of the Governor the Town has joined the Delaware Anti-
Litter Alliance. This requires us to encourage residents to not litter, pursue litter 
prevention policies, and organizing at least one litter clean-up each year. 
 
Project Updates 
 
A few updates on current projects: 
 

 39 The Circle 
o Drywall finishing is underway, followed by painting and then electrical – 

completion is anticipated end of June 2019 
 Technical Assistance – Bike Trail Easement 

o Introductory letters to property owners have been mailed and contact 
information for owners has been provided to Simone Collins 

 West Market Street Pedestrian Signal  
o Work is in process – the mast arm is still 2 to 4 weeks out 

 
 Miscellaneous 

  
 Legislative Update 
 Reminders:  

 Delaware Local Government Day: Tuesday, May 14, 11:00 AM, 
(Legislative Hall) 

 Memorial Day Service: Sunday, May 26, 1:30 PM, The Circle 

 Town Offices Closed: Monday, May 27, in observance of Memorial Day 
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Town of Georgetown
First Session, 150th Delaware General Assembly  

Legislative Report 
      

Prepared By: 
Eugene S. Dvornick, Jr., Town Manager 

May 8, 2019
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Bill Description Position Status 
HB 17 Tax Intercept Priority – Municipal and 

School Taxes Support Out of Committee 
(03/06/19)  

HB 32 Decreasing the Realty Transfer Tax 
Neutral Tabled in Committee 

(03/06/19)  

HB 36 Liens on Real Estate Assessment Taxes  
Support Stricken 

(03/05/19)  

HB 38 w/ 
HA 1 

In Person Early Voting 
Neutral PASSED 

(03/19/19) 
PASSED 
(04/11/19) 

HB 39 w/ 
HA 1 

Election Day Registration 
Neutral Out of Committee 

(03/13/19)  

HB 41 Primary Elections – 4th Tuesday in April 
Neutral PASSED 

(01/24/19) 

Elections/Government 
& Community Affairs 

(01/25/19) 
HB 47 Minimum Wage 

Neutral 

Economic 
Development/Banking/ 

Insurance and Commerce 
(01/24/19) 
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HB 50 Budget (Governor’s Recommended) 
Under Review Appropriations 

(01/24/19)  

HB 51 One-Time Supplemental Appropriation 
to OMB Neutral Appropriations 

(01/24/19)  

HB 54 DELJIS Fund (Ongoing Funding) 
Support Out of Committee 

(03/06/19)  

HB 60 Community College Infrastructure Fund 
Under Review Administration 

(02/28/19)  

HB 65 Solar Panels and Restrictive Covenants 
Neutral 

Housing & Community  
Affairs 

(03/05/19) 
 

HB 66 Biennial Capital Transportation Plan 
Support PASSED 

(03/12/19) 
PASSED 
(03/27/19) 

HB 85 Resignation of Elected Officials Seeking 
Office Under Review Administration 

(03/13/19)  

HB 111 School Bus Safety Cameras 
Support Out of Committee 

(04/10/19)  

HB 129 Local School Taxes  
Oppose Education 

(05/02/19)  

HB 130 Single-use Plastic Bags 
Support Natural Resources 

(04/18/19)  
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SB 7 w/ SA 
1 

Use of Population Consortium for 
Projection Support PASSED 

(04/18/19) 
PASSED 
(03/05/19) 

SB 9 Bond and Capital Improvements  
(Mini-Bond) Support  Capital Improvement 

(01/15/19) 

SS 1 for  
SB 9 

Bond and Capital Improvements  
(Mini-Bond) Support Signed by Governor 

(01/28/19) 

SB 11 Compensatory Payment for Certain 
Properties Exempt Owned by the State 
(PILOT) 

Under Review  Out of Committee 
(03/06/19) 

SB 20 Bond and Capital Improvements 
(Governor’s Recommended) 
 

Under Review  Capital Improvement 
(01/24/19) 

SB 28 Parking in Handicapped Space  
(Increase in Fines) Under Review PASSED 

(05/07/19) 
PASSED 
(03/27/19) 

SB 29 Parking in Handicapped Space  
(Increase in Imprisonment) Under Review  Transportation 

(03/06/19) 

SB 48 Apprentice Training for Large Contracts 
Under Review  Labor 

(03/20/19) 

SS 1 for SB 
48 

Apprentice Training for Large Contracts 
Under Review Out of Committee 

(04/10/19) 
PASSED 
(03/26/19) 

SB 50 Community College Infrastructure Fund 
Oppose  Out of Committee 

(01/23/19) 
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SS 1 for SB 
50 

Community College Infrastructure Fund 
Under Review   

SS 2 for SB 
50 

Community College Infrastructure Fund 
Under Review PASSED 

(04/11/19) 
PASSED 
(03/26/19) 

SB 56 Liquor Store – Minimum Distances 
(Municipal 1,200’ to ½ Mile) Neutral 

Economic 
Development/Banking/Insurance 

& Commerce 
(04/17/19) 

PASSED 
(04/16/19) 

SB 64 Charter Amendment – Town of 
Georgetown (Lodging Tax) Support Administration 

(05/02/19) 
PASSED 
(04/18/19) 

Watch List: Cannabis Recreational Use 
Minimum Wage 
Net Energy Metering 
Renewable Energy Portfolio 
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