
Posted: 6/3/20 @ 9:00am 
  

 
  

  
Georgetown 

Town Council Meeting Agenda 

Meeting Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2020, 2:00 PM 

This Meeting will be conducted electronically, pursuant to 
Governor Carney's State of Emergency declaration, effective 

March 13, 2020, as amended. Town Hall is closed to the public. 

zoom.us/join 

Zoom Meeting ID: 912 9480 4086 

Follow Onscreen Instructions 

 

     
3 

 
  Governors Proclamation 

 
 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

2. INVOCATION 

 

3. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 

4. APPROVAL OF MAY 13, 2020 TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES  
 

 
   

 
 

5. DISCUSSION OF TOWN OF GEORGETOWN VISION, MISSION, AND CORE 
VALUES   

4 - 
11 

 
A. 

 
Supplemental Information 

Vision, Mission, Core Values  
 

6. SETTING OF ELECTION DATES   
12 

 
A. 

 
Special Election - Referendum 

Memo - Special Election - Referendum (2020-06-10)    
13 

 
B. 

 
Municipal Election 

Memo - Municipal Election (2020-06-10)  
 

7. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS   
14 - 
17 

 
A. 

 
Gene Dvornick - Town Manager 

Town Manager Report - 2020-06-10 

Delaware General Assembly Legislative Report (150 GA - 2nd Session) (2020-
06-10)  

 

8. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
The agenda items as listed may not be considered in sequence. This agenda is subject to change, at or before the 
meeting, to include the addition or deletion of items, including executive sessions. Persons requiring special 
accommodations to attend this meeting should contact the Town Office in writing 72 hours in advance of the 
meeting, stating their needs in order to have them addressed under the requirements of the American with 



Disabilities Act (ADA). 
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FICE O E VERN
CLAMA

OF F TH GO OR
PRO TI ON

Whereas, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has determined that a novel
coronavirus (“COVID- 19”) presents a serious public health threat; and

Whereas, as of 8:00 a.m. E.S.T. on March 13, 2020, the Governor declared a State of
Emergency due to the public health threat of COVID- 19; and

Whereas, in order to prevent the community transmission of COVID-19, the Governor’s
State of Emergencyydeclaration orderedall public meetings of executive branch public bodies
governed by 29 Del. C. §§10001 et. seq. (including boards, commissions, task forces, and any other
similar public body) may be conducted electronically, either by means of telephone conference call
or video-conference call; and

' Whereas, in the interests of protecting the citizens of this state from the public health
threat caused by COVID-19, the Governor is authorized to take such action as the Governor
reasonably believes necessary to help maintain life, health, property or public peace in this state,
including issuing a proclamation to suspend the provisions of any regulatory statute prescribing
the procedures for conducting state business where strict compliance with the statute may hinder
necessary action in coping with the public health threat caused by COVID- 19.

Now, Therefore, We, John Carney, Governor,
and Bethany Hall-Long, Lieutenant Governor,

do hereby declare that the following precautionary
measures shall be implemented:

1. All meetings of public bodies governed by 29 Del. C. §§10001 et. seq., until further notice,
may be conducted electronically, either by means of telephone conference call or video-
conference call.

2. The technology used must permit members of the public body to hear the comments of and
speak to all those participating, and members of the public to hear the comments of and
speak to such members of the public body contemporaneously. Public participants must

also be permitted to electronically access presentation materials and submit questions or

comments.
3. During any public meeting conducted by electronic means, each member of the public body

will identify him or herself before speaking so that members of the public are able to hear
the comments of the members of the public body.

4. Notice requirements of public meetings will continue as required by law and will include
the electronic information necessary for participation.

5. Meetings already noticed shall be updated as soon as practicable with the information
necessary for members and the public to participate electronically.

6. All other rules and procedures applicable to public meetings shall be followed.

C. Carney

Bethany -Long
Lieutenant Governor

I 7-3292
Number
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TOWN OF
GEORGETOWN

VISION, MISSION, CORE VALUES

JUNE 10, 2020
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Georgetown. Well Rounded.

VISION
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The Town of Georgetown partners with our community 
to deliver excellent service, and plans for the future 

while preserving, protecting, and enhancing the quality 
of life.

MISSION STATEMENT
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Culture of Excellence

Accountability

Communication

Environment

Safety

Trust

CORE VALUES
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Culture of Excellence
•We respect members of the public and each other, and treat all with courtesy and 

dignity. We rely on teamwork to provide a seamless experience for all customers. 
We uphold high ethical standards in our personal, professional, and organizational 
conduct. We continuously improve by promoting innovation and flexibility to best 
meet the needs of customers with available resources.

Accountability
• We accept responsibility for our personal and organizational decisions 

and actions, while delivering cost-effective and efficient services that are 
done right the first time.

CORE VALUES
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Communication
• We openly communicate with the public and each other by sharing 

information and soliciting feedback to achieve our goals.

Environment
• We are concerned about our natural, historic, economic, and aesthetic 

resources and work to preserve and enhance them for future 
generations.

CORE VALUES
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Safety
• We use education, prevention, and enforcement methods to protect life 

and property in the community, and maintain our infrastructure and 
facilities to provide a safe environment in which to live, work, shop, and 
play.

Trust
• We realize the perception of our organization is dependent upon the 

public’s confidence in our commitment to our core values and to meeting 
the goals set collectively by the Mayor and Town Council.

CORE VALUES
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TOWN OF GEORGETOWN MEMORANDUM 

 

TO: Mayor & Council    

FROM: Gene Dvornick, Town Manager 

RE: Special Election – Referendum    

DATE: June 10, 2020 

 

Consistent with Sixth Modification of the Declaration of a State of Emergency 
(SOE) for the State of Delaware due to a Public Health Threat, issued by Governor 
Carney on March 24, 2020 at 4:00 PM our Special Election – Referendum for Water 
Service Line and Main Replacements (Bedford & Market Streets) scheduled for April 13, 
2020 was cancelled. 
 
 In adherence with subsequent Modifications to the SOE, the Delaware Reopening 
Guidance (Phase 1), effective June 1, 2020, the Delaware Reopening Guidance (Phase 2), 
effective June 15, 2020, and the continued positive outcomes related to the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic, staff and I recommend the rescheduling of the Special Election – 
Referendum for Water Service Line and Main Replacements (Bedford & Market Streets) 
for Monday, July 20, 2020. 
 

An information session, via electronic meeting, will be scheduled and conducted 
with the Town Engineer to share information and address questions from the public, no 
less than two weeks prior to the Special Election. 

 
Accordingly, it is recommended that the Town Council approve the setting of the 

new date. 
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TOWN OF GEORGETOWN MEMORANDUM 

 

TO: Mayor & Council    

FROM: Gene Dvornick, Town Manager 

RE: Municipal Election    

DATE: June 10, 2020 

 

Consistent with Sixth Modification of the Declaration of a State of Emergency (SOE) for 
the State of Delaware due to a Public Health Threat, issued by Governor Carney on 
March 24, 2020 at 4:00 PM our Municipal Election scheduled for May 9, 2020 was 
cancelled. 
 
In adherence with subsequent Modifications to the SOE, the Delaware Reopening 
Guidance (Phase 1), effective June 1, 2020, the Delaware Reopening Guidance (Phase 2), 
effective June 15, 2020, and the continued positive outcomes related to the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic, staff and I recommend the rescheduling of the Municipal 
Election for Saturday, August 15, 2020.  
 
This date avoids conflict with other potential elections in Sussex County: 
 

Fenwick Island First Saturday in August August 1, 2020 
 Rehoboth Beach Second Saturday in August August 8, 2020 
 Henlopen Acres Last Saturday in August August 29, 2020 
 
The Notice of Election will be published on July 16, 2020 and will allow the candidates 
ample time for campaigning. 

 
Accordingly, it is recommended that the Town Council approve the setting of the new 
date. 
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TOWN MANAGER REPORT 
 June 10, 2020* 

* Date corrected from May 13, 2020 to June 10, 2020 
Reviewed by Town Solicitor 

 

Support for Downtown 
 
The Town has received very positive responses to the creation of the outside 
seating/dining area on South Race Street and the placement of the social distancing 
markers. We are working with Caruso’s Pizza & Pasta, Georgetown Family Restaurant, 
and Maudy’s Hispanic Cuisine for the possibility of permanent outside dining solutions. 
  
Georgetown to Lewes Trail, Phase 8 
 
Efforts to secure land for the extension of the Georgetown to Lewes Trail, Phase 8 to 
Ingramtown Road were unsuccessful. Property owners contacted throughout this effort 
included Georgetown Apartments, Georgetown Little League, Georgetown Square 
Shopping Center, Grace Church, Jesus Is Lord Church, and the Maker Properties.   After 
discussion with DelDOT the design for this section of the trail will remain conceptual 
with no further action. The trail improvements related to the Gateway East Improvements 
will terminate at the Sussex Academy Airport Road/Railroad crossing. 
 
Project Updates: 
 

 Stevenson Lane - Emergency pipe repair was completed last week – very 
pleased with the quality of the work 

 West North Street Culvert Pipe - Proshot Concrete is relining the drain pipe 
near Harrison House, once completed they will be moving to the pipe along 
James Street 

 Lee Avenue – Tim Willard has been in contact with legal counsel for 
Dunbarton Oaks regarding the dedication of Lee Avenue and vacating of 
paper streets. It has been requested that the Town prepare the utility easement 
documents  

 
Miscellaneous 

  
 Legislative Update 
 Reminders:  

 Delaware League of Local Governments: Cancelled until further notice 

 Sussex County Association of Towns: Cancelled until further notice 
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Town of Georgetown 
Second Session, 150th Delaware General Assembly  

Legislative Report 
      
 Prepared By:  

Eugene S. Dvornick, Jr., Town Manager 
June 10, 2020 
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Bill Description Position Status 
HS 1 for 
HB 200 

Clean Water for Delaware 
Support 

Out of Committee 
(01/28/20) 

 

HB 135 Constitutional Amendment – “Crossover 
Day” (First Leg) Support 

Administration 
(05/02/19) 

 

HB 265 w/ 
HA 1 

Tax Exemption for Disabled Veterans 
Support 

Appropriations 
(01/29/20) 

 

HB 270  Stands Operated by a Child  
(Lemonade or other) 

Support 

Economic 
Development/Banking/Insurance 

& Commerce 
(12/12/19) 

 

HB 271 POW/MIA Flag Display 
(Consistent with Federal Law) Support 

Administration 
(01/09/20) 

 

HB 275 Leashed Dogs (Outdoor Patios) 
Support 

Signed by Governor 
(03/03/20) 

HB 290 Bond Bill Amendment 
Support 

Signed by Governor 
(02/06/20) 
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HB 294 Pedestrian Solicitation 
Support 

Public Safety & Homeland 
Security 

(01/30/20) 
 

HB 300 Capital Improvements – Bond 
(Governor’s Recommended) Under Review 

Capital Infrastructure 
(01/30/20) 

 

HB 330 Emergency Management 
Neutral 

Administration 
(04/24/20) 

 

HB 331 Sussex County Budget Amendment  
Support 

Administration 
(05/15/20) 

 

HB 332 Sherriff Duties  
(Removes obsolete arrest language) Neutral 

Judiciary 
(05/22/20) 

 

HB 337 Drinking Water Protection Act  
(PFAS and PFOA) Under Review 

Natural Resources 
(05/29/20) 

 

HB 340 Constitutional Amendment – State of 
Emergency Orders  
(First Leg) 

Neutral 
Administration 

(05/29/20) 
 

SB 182 w/ 
SA 1 

Municipal Prohibition on Trucks  
Neutral 

Transportation/Land Use and 
Infrastructure 

(01/30/20) 

PASSED 
(01/29/20) 

SB 202 Equal Accommodations in Parking 
Under Review  

Transportation 
(01/15/20) 

SB 207 Invasive Plant 
Neutral  

PASSED 
(01/30/20) 
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SB 211 POW/MIA Flag Display 
(Consistent with Federal Law) Support  

Veteran Affairs 
(01/29/20) 

SB 225 Budget Bill 
(Governors Recommended) Under Review  

Finance 
(01/29/20) 

SB 226 One-Time Supplement 
(Governor’s Recommended) Under Review  

Finance 
(01/29/20) 

Watch List: Lodging Tax – Air BNB 
Minimum Wage 
Police Reform 
Property Assessments 
Recreational Marijuana 
Renewable Energy Portfolio 
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