
 

 

 

HUDSONVILLE CITY COMMISSION 

City Commission Minutes 

Special Session 

 

May 28, 2013 

  

 

Mayor Van Doeselaar called a Special Session of the Hudsonville City Commission to order on 

Tuesday, May 218, 2013 at 6:00 PM. 

 

Present: Mayor Van Doeselaar, Commissioners Brandsen, Ten Harmsel, Unema, 

Zuiderveen, City Manager Waterman, Planning Director Strikwerda and City 

Clerk Wiersum. 

 

Absent: Commissioners Leerar and O’Brien 

 

 

8200. Carp Bowfishing:  City Manager Waterman stated that the City has received a 

request from a resident of the Elmwood Condominiums to allow for carp 

bowfishing in Elmwood Lake to remove carp in the lake.  He suggested that the 

City pass a motion to temporarily allow for bow fishing to take place this year 

instead of permanently amending the City’s Code of Ordinances.  This would 

temporarily prevent the City from enforcing the hunting ordinance for this 

specific reason.  If we want to look at this on a long term basis, we can do that in 

the future.  Dan Strikwerda provided a memo explaining how the City can allow 

for temporary bow fishing in Elmwood Lake with conditions. 

 

 Randy Roelofs, a resident in Elmwood Condominiums, was present and 

explained to the City Commission why they would like to have approval to 

bowfish in Elmwood Lake to remove the carp that have invaded the lake.  The 

lake is built to take on extra water from storms.  When the creek goes over into 

the lake, carp were introduced into the lake. They feel the best way to extract 

these carp is to use bow and arrows.  Mr. Roelofs stated that the condo 

association has spent approximately $6,000 over the past years in planting certain 

fish in the lake.  The invasion of carp will destroy the fish that they have planted 

in the lake. If the city would give temporary approval for carp bowfishing, this 

would be a good opportunity to test out this procedure before a more permanent 

ordinance is considered. 

 

  Motion by Ten Harmsel, seconded by Brandsen, to direct staff to temporarily 

  forego enforcement of part of the requirements of Subsection 16-56 (9) of the 

  Code of Oridnances of the City of Hudsonville from May 28 to June 30, 2013.  

  This motion is conditioned upon the following: 

 

1. Only the hunting of Carp in Elmwood Lake with a bow is permitted. 

2. Carp bowfishing shall be in compliance with all applicable state of 

 Michigan DNR hunting and fishing laws. 
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3. Any individual Carp bowfishing must be at least sixteen (16) years old, or 

  is between twelve (12) years old and sixteen (16) years old and is  

  accompanied by an adult. 

4. The equipment used by a person to propel any arrow used for Carp 

  bowfishing shall be hand-pulled and hand-released.  The use of a  

  crossbow or draw-locking mechanism for Carp bowfishing is prohibited. 

5. Any ammunition used for Carp bowfishing shall be constructed of a solid 

  shaft and equipped with a heavy tethered fishing point, including a  

  downward angle arrow point.  The use of arrows designed for flight 

  through the air for Carp bowfishing is hereby prohibited. 

6. A line or cord having a length less than or equal to forty (40) feet and a 

  test-strength greater than or equal to forty (40) pounds shall be attached to 

  any arrow used for Carp bowfishing. 

7. Any person catching or taking a Carp by Carp bowfishing shall remove 

  those fish from the lake and dispose of them in a manner authorized by 

  law. 

8. The use of loud equipment, such as generators, or activity that creates a 

  disturbance of the peace, shall be prohibited. 

9. The city retains the right to revoke approval if any of the conditions are 

  not followed, or if this activity is otherwise considered a nuisance. 

 

       Aye, 5, Nay 0, motion carried. 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

8201. Motion by Ten Harmsel, seconded by Zuiderveen, to adjourn at 6:40 p.m. 

  

        All aye, motion carried. 

 

 

 

____________________________  _____________________________ 

Jan Wiersum     Mayor Van Doeselaar 

 Hudsonville City Clerk 


