
Hudsonville Hometown news
Good PeoPle.  Good livinG.

Summer, 2014

let’s Celebrate

The Saladbowl Bash is back, and with fireworks!  Mark 
your calendar for July 26 for this community festival 

filled with vegetable-themed fun!

tHank you sPonsors!
Before getting to the exciting 
activities planned, we’d like 
to extend a ‘thank you’ to all 
of the sponsors that make the 
event possible, specifically 
the Signature Sponsor, Jensen 
Jewelers!

Below, find some of the event highlights, but be sure to 
check out www.saladbowlbash.com for all of the details!
 
Fireworks

At dusk, fireworks will be launched just north of the 
Farmer’s Co-Op in the grassy area directly across the street.  
If you want to see the fireworks well, we suggest bringing a 
chair and setting up along Prospect Street or at the Farmer’s 
Co-Op for best viewing!

Great Garden Games
Assemble a team of four and compete in the Great Garden 
Games - a series of four one-minute long competitions 
that include: tomato stacking, onion launching, cherry 
tomato balancing, and radish carrying.  The winning team 
will receive a traveling ‘Saladbowl Champions’ trophy.  
Individuals will also be able to compete throughout the day. 
Sign up at www.greatgardengames.com. 

roCk your voiCe
The teen & youth singing competition 
is back and will be expanded to include 
a youth category (5-12 years of age), 
in addition to the teen competition 
(13-19 years of age).  All auditions 
and performances will take place at 
the event.  Register online at www.
rockyourvoice.info. 

Car sHow
Take a stroll along Prospect Street or Service Drive and check 
out some truly beautiful and unique cars.  

Farmer’s market & CraFt sHow
Pick up some fresh produce or handmade goods at the farmer’s 
market and craft show.  The market will feature farm fresh 
produce from many local growers and artisans from West 
Michigan.

live musiC & entertainment
Catch two live music performances during the day.  Steam 
Powered Bluegrass will be performing from 4-6 pm and Slim 
Gypsy Baggage will be performing from 7-9 pm on the main 
stage.   Stop by the big tent to try your hand at Vegetable Bingo 
at 4pm or 6pm, or to participate in the corn on the cob eating 
contest at 7pm!

Cooking demonstrations will 
also happen under the tent 
throughout the day with some 
of West Michigan’s finest chefs!

little sProuts
Bring your little sprout over to 
the kids area to help color the 
community coloring wall, play 
free games, and win prizes!

Hope to see you there!
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Recent tRend is “taxing” Businesses & Residents
Each year the city assessor must determine the market value of every parcel in every property class in the city 
(i.e. agricultural, residential, commercial, and industrial). The assessor’s determination of total value (known as the 
Assessment Roll) is then sent to the Ottawa County Equalization Department for 
inclusion in the county assessment roll.  The county also conducts field and sales studies 
to determine an overall market value of the properties county wide.  A class of property 
within a local jurisdiction can be “factored” by the county to either increase or decrease 
its overall value, a process called equalization, to maintain uniformity and equality of 
taxation throughout the state. Both the assessor and equalization personnel go through 
extensive training in order to learn how to accurately assess property values.

Property owners may appeal to the Michigan Tax Tribunal (MTT) if they believe their 
assessed values are incorrect. The MTT, which is overseen by a state-appointed judge, 
has the authority to determine correct market values.

Recently there has been an alarming increase in the number of tax assessment appeals 
that are being brought before the MTT for consideration. These appeals are being brought by prominent businesses 
in the community, and each one causes the city to have to spend thousands of taxpayer dollars on appraisals and legal 
fees to defend the determined assessed values. If the judge rules in favor of the business the city must immediately 
lower that business’s taxable value and in most cases, reimburse them for prior year taxes from city coffers. The county 
and state equalization process cannot immediately respond to the value changes the MTT demands.  By default, 
the overall class valuation must be spread across the entire class of parcels at the local level until the entire process 
catches up with the MTT rulings.  This puts a strain on the city’s cash reserves and makes it increasingly difficult to 
provide adequate public services to Hudsonville residents and businesses. The long term consequence of this could be 
a reduction in quality of life in the community.

For example, a national fast food chain in Hudsonville recently won an MTT case which lowered their assessed value 
by over $200,000. The timing of the adjustment versus the equalization process forced the city to redistribute the 
$200,000 “gap” in assessed value to other commercial properties in the city to avoid factoring by the county. That is, it 
is possible that other businesses may have to pay more in order to offset those businesses that fight to pay less.

This case was one of several over the past few years that had an adverse effect on commercial or industrial class values. 
The city believes that the number of appeals is increasing due to the emergence of commission-based companies who 
approach local business with a “no-strings-attached” offer to help them lower their taxes at no cost (i.e. the companies 
are only paid a percentage of whatever tax deduction they are able to negotiate). While this may seem attractive to 
the local business, these actions can have significant long term detrimental effects on the city. They can shift the tax 
burden to other property owners, and may reduce the level of public services that the city is financially able to offer. 

If you are interested in obtaining more information on recent tax assessment challenges in the city, or have any 
questions about this article or taxation in general, please contact the City Assessor at 616-669-0200.
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in MeMoRy of evelyn
Evelyn Sawyer, local Hudsonville historian 
and member of the West Michigan 
Genealogical Society, passed away in late 
May. 

Evelyn was a great library 
supporter and instrumental 
in gaining the materials we 
now have in our local history 
room.  Her hours and hours of 
research and great knowledge of 
local history were of such great 
benefit to us over the years.  

Her generous donation of time and talent will 
also continue as our patrons are able to use 
her indices, page through the photo albums, 
and read her book “A Pictorial Glimpse of 
Hudsonville.”   Many of her items can be 
found uploaded to our library’s “local history” 
page:   www.hudsonville.org/Genealogy .

volunteer to save our streams

Did you know that the City of Hudsonville manages your storm water system.?
A storm water system collects rain water and discharges it into receiving rivers, lakes and streams.  Many people 
believe that storm water is collected, sent to a treatment plant, treated and then released into larger water bodies, 
however this is a common misconception. All the drains along our 
city streets lead directly into Buttermilk Creek or the DeWeerd 
Drain, which feed into Rush Creek, flow to the Grand River, and 
eventually into Lake Michigan.  
This summer we will kick off our storm drain marker program. The 
goal of this program is to help the community realize that anything 
poured down our drains affects our rivers and lakes.
We need your help! The Department of Public Works is seeking 
volunteers to help mark city drains. Groups or individuals may 
volunteer, this would be a great project for community groups, 
scouts, schools or neighborhoods. This is a self-guided program 
and the DPW will provide instruction, materials, and a map of the 
area to be marked (if needed). 
If you have a group interested in volunteering, contact Amber at 
aeckert-howe@hudsonville.org

loCk boxes
In the last few months, Hudsonville Fire and Life EMS have 
had medical calls at houses where people live alone and cannot 
get to the door.  The Knox company 
has made available a door safe that 
can be permanently mounted on the 
exterior wall or hang from the entry 
door.  This vault like box can only 
open with a fire department key, 
which then holds the key to your 
condo or house.  

Cost for these boxes are between 
$159 and $170 plus tax 
and shipping.  

If you would like to have 
a Knox Box installed on 
your home, call the fire 
department at 616-669-
0200 x 1429 to order 
yours.  
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uPCominG events

July:
•	 Friends of the Library Used Book Sale : July 24 (10am to 8pm),  July 

25 (10am to 5pm) and July 26 (10 am to 1 pm). Saturday is the $5/bag sale.
•	 Check out our fitness programs, including Zumba Gold (low impact) – Mondays and Thursdays from 5:30-6:30 

p.m. and  Yoga/Pilates – Mondays at 10:15 a.m., Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. & 6:45 p.m.  

August:
•	 Arm Knit a T-shirt necklace! Thursday, August 7:  6:45 to 8 pm.  Come and learn how 

to arm knit a cool necklace, using old T-shirts!  No knitting experience is necessary.  The 
cost is $3 and each participant needs to bring two or three old T-shirts.  This is for age 
13+, but if under age 13, you can still come—just bring a parent to help you!  

September
•	 Fall Story Times!  Sign-up start September 8th. The sessions will run for eight weeks 

beginning September 22nd.  Pre-registration is required and space is limited, so sign up 
early!  There is a $10 fee per child for non-residents.  The story time topic will be Zoom: all kinds of transportation.
•	 3 1/2  to 6 year olds offered Monday mornings from 11:15 to 12:00 noon. It will be a 45 minute program of 

songs, stories and simple crafts. Parents are more than welcome to help during craft time. 
•	 18 months to 3 1/2 years (accompanied by an adult lap is) offered either Monday, Wednesday or Friday 

mornings from 10:15 to 11:00 a.m.  The first twenty minutes is for stories, songs, and finger-plays. Then the 
parent helps their child make a craft. Lastly, the children play and the adults can chat.

•	 Zentangle Quick Start for Beginners: Saturday September 13 (10-11:30 p.m.).  $5 fee for materials and registra-
tion is required. Teens to adults.

October
•	 The 32 Degree Winter Reading Club:  Adults, read 32 books between October 1 & May 1 to join the club! 

Finishers will receive a mug and a treat inside. 
•	 Brick Builder’s Challenge: On the first Saturday of every month starting October 4th at 10:30 a.m., we will have 

a building challenge.  Bring a gallon size ziplock baggie of your own legos. When you come a theme will be 
announced and you have 40 minutes to build something. No sign-up and no fee. Second grade and up.

•	 Pizza & Pages: A book club for students 3rd to 6th grade.  It is the first Tuesday of every month, starting October 
7th.  We eat Pizza, then do a short game or activity and then discuss the books of the month.  No sign-up and no 
fee.

Check our website or call the library for more details at 669-1255.

civil WaR autHoR visit
Oct 2 (7-830pm) The Christy Award-winning author, Tracy Groot, will be at the library 
to discuss and sign her latest book “The Sentinels of Andersonville,” as well as discuss 
some of the research and history that went into the making of this critically acclaimed 
book.  

Emma Baker, Age 11 
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Primary eleCtion - tuesday, auGust 5, 2014
A Primary Election will be held on Tuesday, Augusts 5, 2014. Polls will be 
open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Offices to be nominated include Governor, 
United States Senator, Representative in Congress for the 2nd District, State 
Senator for the 30th District, State Representative for the 90th District, 
County Commissioner, and Precinct Delegates to the County Convention. 
There is also a State Proposal on the ballot which would eliminate the 
personal property tax for manufacturing/industrial businesses. A sample of  
the proposed ballot is available at the City Clerk’s Office and on the City’s 
web page at www.hudsonville.org.

Absentee ballots for the August 5 election are available at the City Clerk’s 
office.

A voter who is physically unable to attend the polls without assistance of  
another person, who is at least 60 years of  age, or who expects to be absent 
from the community while the polls are open, is eligible to receive an absent 
voter ballot. If  you wish to apply for an absent voter ballot, please stop by 
City Hall or contact Jan Wiersum, City Clerk, at 669-0200 ext. 1412 to 
obtain an application. The City Clerk’s office will also be open on Saturday, August 2 until 2:00 p.m. for the purpose 
of  issuing absentee ballots.

Community art insPiration Poles

The Hudsonville Arts Council is hoping to inspire the community with their Art Inspiration 
Poles, which are being painted by community members.  

They started the project at Art in the Park and will have 
several additional opportunities for the public to participate, 
including Saladbowl Bash or July 8 from 6:30-8:30 pm at 
EverKept on Port Sheldon.  

Community members are asked ‘What kind words do you 
want to share with your community?’, and given a paint brush 

to express their words or feelings on the art inspiration poles.  

The art inspiration poles will most likely be installed late this summer along 
the walking path that runs along Buttermilk Creek behind City Hall, once the 
pathway has been paved.  

Community members interested in adding their kind words and pictures to 
the poles can contact Angie Briggs-Johnson at abriggsjohnson@gmail.com  or 
616-813-7553.  They can also follow the Hudsonville Arts Council on Facebook 
to find out times the poles will be available for painting.  
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tax deFerrals
Property owners may file a summer tax deferment application with the Hudsonville 
Treasurer before September 15th if they own and occupy their property as a principal 
residence.  If approved, this allows the taxpayer until close of business on February 14 to 
pay their summer tax bill without interest or penalty. In addition, the following require-
ment must be met. The taxpayer must have a total gross household income of $40,000 or 
less for the preceding tax year, and

•	 Is totally and permanently disabled, blind, paraplegic, hemiplegic, quadriplegic, or
•	 Is an eligible serviceperson, eligible veteran, or eligible widow or widower, or
•	 Is 62 years of age or older, including the unmarried surviving spouse of a person 

who was 62 years of age or older at the time of death

Information from “Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) About Summer Tax Deferment (4659)” 
provided by the State of Michigan. 

2014 suMMeR Road constRuction 
Summertime is fast approaching and that means there will be birds chirping, children playing, and people 
traveling. Unfortunately, summer is also the season for road construction projects. 

Having high quality roads in Hudsonville is a top 
priority for the City Commission. In fact, Goal 
#1 of the City’s Strategic Plan is to “Deliver the 
exceptional level of public services and amenities 
that our residents have come to expect”. And the 
first priority under this goal is to “Prioritize street 
maintenance and repair at the top of the list for 
public services.”  The city’s emphasis on main-
taining quality roads is based primarily on the 
results of a 2011 Hudsonville Citizen Survey in 
which residents showed strong support for the city 
doing more in this area.  

In the current budget year, Hudsonville will expend close to $670,000 on road-related infrastructure improve-
ments in order to further this goal and objective. Part of these dollars will be expended on engineering for future 
projects, while the rest will go towards this summer’s construction projects. These include:

1. Balsam Dr. FiberMat Overlay - (from railroad tracks north .2 miles) 
2. Barry St. FiberMat Overlay - (from 32nd Ave. east to Highland Dr.) 
3. Creekview Dr. FiberMat Overlay - (entire length)
4. New Holland St. FiberMat Overlay - (from 32nd Ave. east to road end)
5. Springdale Dr. FiberMat Overlay - (entire length) 
6. Hillcrest Rd. water main replacement and road resurfacing - (from 32nd Ave. east to road end) 

The city typically schedules road construction projects during the summer months in order to avoid disruption 
to school traffic. Please be patient with us this summer as we work to improve your streets in the city. If you’re 
interested in learning more about these projects, feel free to contact the City Manager.

We’Re 
HiRing

The City of Hudsonville 
is looking to hire one or 
two firefighters.  

If you live  in the city 
limits and would like to 
help our community in 
this ever changing and 
exciting field, pick up 
an application at City 
Hall.
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you May HeaR a guRgle
Late this summer, sewer jetting will occur in the northeast 
quadrant of the city. This includes all areas noted in yellow.

There will not be any interruptions in service during 
this process. However please be aware that as the sewer 
jet passes by your home, it will create a negative pressure 
event that may cause your toilets and showers to make a 
“gurgling” sound. This gurgling is caused by the negative 
air pressure from the high-pressure sewer jet as it escapes 
through the sewer laterals along the main sewer line. It 
should not cause any damage to your internal plumbing 
system, and will only last a few moments as the sewer jet 
passes by the sewer lateral from your home.

win a Camera!
Enter your best photo into the Heart of Hudsonville 
photo contest, brought to you by Hudsonville Family 
Dentistry.  The three categories are: 1. Hudsonville Family 
Dentistry’s Best Smile, 2. Our Favorite Places, and 3. 
It’s All About Community!  
You could win the camera or 
a $50 gift card! Entries are 
due by August 31 and can be 
submitted via email to mfare@
hudsonville.org. 

Entry forms are at www.hudsonvillefamilydentistry.com 

life eMs ReMindeRs

The Life EMS Camp 911 for kids ages 
9-11 will take place at the Hudsonville 
Fire Department on July 8th.  Register 
at LifeEMS.com.  

Sign up for a Life EMS yearly 
membership for just $39 (for those with 
insurance) or $59 (for those without 
insurance).  Forms are available at 
City Hall or online at LifeEMS.com

suMMeR tax Bill
Reminder: In order to streamline its 
revenue stream Hudsonville Public 
Schools is now collecting all of its 
property taxes on the summer tax bill.  

The school millage previously made up 
the majority of the winter tax statement, 
causing many of the bills to fall close to 
$50.  In order to reduce costs associated 
with billing, all winter tax bills that 
would have fallen under $100 will now 
be combined with the summer tax bill. 



your City Commissioners & staFF
Mayor Don Van Doeselaar 669.8045 dvandoes@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 1 John O’Brien 669.2670 jobrien@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 1 Gary Raterink 669.6191 graterink@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 2 Dan Bolhuis 206-0584 dbolhuis@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 2 Mark Northrup 662.2663  mnorthrup@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 3 Philip Leerar 662.1520 pleerar@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 3 Larry Brandsen 669.3365 lbrandsen@hudsonville.org
City Manager Patrick Waterman 669.0200 x 1418 pwaterman@hudsonville.org
City Clerk Jan Wiersum 669.0200 x 1412 jwiersum@hudsonville.org
Assessor/Finance Director Jan Sal 669.0200 x 1413 jsal@hudsonville.org
Planning/Zoning Director Dan Strikwerda 669.0200 x 1414 dstrikwe@hudsonville.org
Marketing Coordinator Michelle Fare 669.0200 x 1411 mfare@hudsonville.org
Sheriff Sergeant Mike Bagladi 669.0200 x 1428 mbagladi@miottawa.org
Fire Chief Dick Mohr 669.0200 x 1429 dmohr@hudsonville.org
Public Works Director Dutch Besteman 669.0200 x 1424 huddpw@hudsonville.org
Library Director Melissa Huisman 669.1255 mhuisman@hudsonville.org 
Emergency Services Director Dave Dahl 669.0200 x 1404 ddahl@hudsonville.org

The City of Hudsonville
3275 Central Blvd.
Hudsonville, MI 49426
Phone: 616.669.0200   Fax: 616.669.2330
www.hudsonville.org
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

The City of Hudsonville does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, height, weight, marital status, 
handicap, disability, or limited English proficiency in any of its programs or activities.  The following office has been designated to handle 
inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: City Manager, City of Hudsonville, 3275 Central Blvd., Hudsonville MI 49426.  
616.669.0200 x 418.


