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CelebratinG our HeritaGe - tHe saladbowl basH
‘The Saladbowl City’.  For many residents, this tagline brings 
back memories of days past, when the city was building its 
rich agricultural heritage.  

This heritage dates back to the earliest history of Hudsonville, 
when Homer E. Hudson arrived and purchased land from 
the Jenison brothers.  

Years later, after Homer 
deeded 20 acres to the 
community and recorded it as 
the Village of Hudsonville, the 
Tamarack swamp surrounding 
Hudsonville was turned into 
productive farms by the Dutch 
immigrants who arrived in the 
1890’s. 

It was these residents that 
produced onions, carrots, 
celery and other farm crops 
which is why Hudsonville was 

known as the “Celery Center” for many years, and later 
became “The Saladbowl City”. 

Though these tag lines no longer adorn our City signage, 
the agricultural sector in Hudsonville remains a vital 
component to the economy.  

The Saladbowl Bash will be a festival unlike no other, one 
that focuses on the fresh and healthy and that hosts a 680 
foot long salad bar adorned with nearly 5,000 lbs of produce 
grown right here in the greater Hudsonville area. A special 
‘thank you’ to event sponsor, Jensen Jewelers for making the 
event possible!

Key agricultural partners include Miedema Produce 
(providing radishes, celery, and carrots), Lubber Brother’s 
Farms (providing romaine, red leaf, and green leaf lettuces), 
Superior Sales Inc (providing green and red cabbage, 
zuchinni, cucumber, and peppers), Crown Produce 
(providing onions), and Bosgraaf Farms (providing onions).    

These delicious locally grown vegetables will be chopped 
by an army of volunteers and 
presented to the community on 
July 27 for an attempt at a world 
record for the longest continuous 
salad bar with the Guinness Book 
of World Records.  (Call 669-0200 
if you’d like to help!)

The City of Hudsonville has partnered up with the 
Hudsonville Area Chamber of Commerce and Jensen 
Jewelers to bring this fresh festival to town, which will 
include the salad bar, stages with live entertainment,  
demonstrations, vendor booths, farmer’s market, and free 
activities for families.  For the complete listing of events, 
visit www.saladbowlbash.com.

If you are interested in enjoying some of the salad on 
July 27, pick up a free ticket at City Hall, Jensen Jewelers, 
Gemmen’s, Life Family Chiropractic, Hudsonville Grille, 
or DeBoer Goodyke Kahler & Tuttle PC.

July 27
All Day Event

Saladbar: 
 Prospect St.

Entertainment: 
 Prospect St. 

Tent/Sidewalk Sales:
 Gemmen’s &
 Downtown  

Farmer’s Market:
 Farmer’s Co-Op

Outdoor Movie:
 Prospect St.

Rock Your Voice 
(Teen Singing Competition):
 Prospect St.

Ride your bike!  
Bike Check will be 

available on Prospect St. 
from 11am to 7pm. 

Check your bike and 
be entered in a drawing 

to win a new bike 
compliments of Main 
Street Bicycle Company!
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2013 budGet overview
The City Charter requires that the City Commission 
adopt an annual budget every year in June. The budget is 
used to establish spending priorities and to set limits on 
expenditures between July 1 and June 30 of the following 
year (i.e. the fiscal year). 

The annual budget is based in large part on a set of goals 
and objectives set forth by the City Commission in 
their Strategic Plan. The plan helps guide what the city’s 
spending priorities should be each year. For example, 
one objective in the Strategic Plan is to “Prioritize street 
maintenance and repair at the top of the list for public 
services.” As such, the annual budget typically allocates 
a large percentage of spending towards the repair and 
replacement of city streets. This year, about $600,000 is set 
aside for this purpose.

The budget is broken down into several different sections, 
or Funds. Funds are similar to the different accounts we 
keep in our bank, like savings accounts and checking 
accounts. They are the way in which the city organizes 
its different sources of revenue and types of expenses.  
Core governmental functions, such as Personnel, Fire, 
Police, DPW, Parks, and the Library, are funded through 
the General Fund. The primary source of revenue for 
the General Fund is property taxes, which constitutes 
approximately 69% of all funds available for general 
operations. All funding sources for the General Fund are 
illustrated in the pie chart below.

Sources of Revenue for the General Fund

Another fund type in the budget is called Enterprise 
Funds. Enterprise funds receive their revenues from a 
specific source, such as user fees, and they may only be 
used for a specific purpose. The Water and Sewer Funds 
are examples of Enterprise funds in the city budget. These 
funds receive revenue from water and sewer bills, and 
these dollars may only be spent to maintain and improve 
the city’s water and sewer systems.

There are also the street funds; the Major Street Fund 
and the Local Street Fund. Every year, these funds 
receive dollars from the State of Michigan that may only 
be used to improve our city streets, sidewalks and bike 
paths. However, the money received from the state is not 
adequate to cover costs beyond basic maintenance, and so 
the Street Funds must be supplemented by other funds 
each year.

The pie chart below shows the total percentage of spending 
by each fund and activity. 

Total Expenditures by Fund

The City Commission just adopted the new budget for 
2013-2014 last month. The budget can be viewed in 
its entirety on the city website. If you should have any 
questions about the city budget, please contact the City 
Manager or Finance Director.



Hudsonville Hometown news

PaGe 3

safety event
Join us August 27 between 4 p.m. & 7 p.m. for a Public Safety Open House.  

You’ll have the opportunity to see fire engines, sheriff  vehicles, a marine 
patrol boat, the incident command trailer, Tech Rescue, Haz-Mat, and 
much more! 

In addition, you can watch an air bag demonstration, jaws of  life demon-
stration, and the K-9 unit in action.  

Kids can get their picture taken in fire gear, try their hand at the fire 
hose, and learn about the dangers of  texting & driving on the tricycle 
course.

A free dinner will be served by the emergency services personnel and City 
staff.

The City of  Hudsonville extends a ‘thank you’ to event sponsors: 
Vredevoogd-Brummel Insurance and Rainbow International Restoration 
& Cleaning.  

neiGHborHood watCH ProGram startinG
The Ottawa County Sheriff Office is breathing life back into the Neighbohood Watch program, with the goal of 
building positive community relationships and deterring crime. 

Neighborhood Watch is a program designed for groups of people living in the same area 
who want to make their neighborhood safer by working together in conjunctin with local 
law enforcement to reduce crime and improve their quality of life.  These groups have specific 
leaders and assigned responsibilities and have regular meetings to meet their goals.  

The Neighborhood Watch program was most recently launched in Presidential Estates.  
Over the next year and half, the Ottawa County Sheriff Office plans to establish four more 
Neighborhood Watch groups to cover the entire city of Hudsonville.  

tHank you sHirley!
Shirley DeWeerd retired this year after 34 years of  service to the City of  
Hudsonville, as a crossing guard.  She stood every morning on the corner of  
Barry and 32nd Avenue, helping countless children safely cross the street. 

We thank Shirley for her remarkable dedication and for keeping children safe for 
all those years!
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adult ProGrams
Bard Bash
Love Shakespeare?  Come join us on Tuesday, 

September 24 from 7-8:30 p.m. to 
discuss the comedy “A Midsummer’s 
Night Dream.”  Led by an expert, we 
will all become “merry wanderer’s 
of the night.”  Call the library to 
reserve your copy of the play.  Our 

reading schedule for this new bi-monthly group is 
listed below.  All are welcome.
•	 November 26:  The Tempest (romance)
•	 January 22:  Macbeth (tragedy)
•	 March 26: Henry IV, pt 1 (history)

Used Book sale
The Friends of the Library will 
be holding their next Used Book 
Sale from Thursday, October 24 
– Saturday, October 26.  Doors 
open for the sale at 10 a.m. each 
day.  Don’t miss the $5/bag special 
Saturday sale!

encore – the War of 1812
We welcome back one of our most 
popular speakers, historian James 
Spurr.  James will tell us even more 
fascinating historical facts about the 
War of 1812 on Tuesday, October 22 

from 7-8:30 p.m.  With Michigan on the front lines 
of a brutal conflict, our very sovereignty as part of 
the United States hanging in the balance, the politics 
and intrigue of peace, complete with betrayal, laid the 
foundation for the most remarkable and long lasting 
peaceful alliance.  Please call the library to register for 
this program.

adUlt reading clUB
The 32° club is back to start its 3rd decade!  This 
reading challenge for adults awards a special reading 
mug for those who can make it through 32 books from 
October 1 – May 1.  Come to the library to register 
and pick up your reading log!  Last year 33 of the 54 
participants succeeded!  Congrautlations finishers!

          under tHe sea - Fall storytime

Fall Story Time at the Gary Byker Memorial 
Library will be: Under the Sea: fish, whales, 
sharks, and more! Sign-up will begin Monday 
September 9th. The session will run for eight 
weeks beginning September 23rd. Story times 

for 3 1/2 to 6 year olds will be offered Monday mornings from 11:15 to 
12:00 noon. It will be a 45 minute program of songs, stories and simple crafts. Parents are more than welcome to 
help during craft time. Pre-registration is required. There is a $10.00 fee per child for non-residents.

The Wee Wigglers will also be doing: Under the Sea (Sign-up and fees are as above.) This eight 
week program for toddlers 18 months to 3 1/2 years accompanied by an adult lap is offered 
either Monday, Wednesday or Friday mornings from 10:15 to 11:00 a.m. Preregistration is 

required and space is limited, so sign-up early. The first twenty minutes is for stories, songs, and fingerplays. Then 
the parent helps their child make a craft. Lastly, the children play and the adults can chat.

briCk builder’s CHallenGe

On the first Saturday of every month starting October 5th at 10:30 a.m., we will have a building 
challenge. Bring a gallon size ziplock baggie of your own legos. When you come a theme will 
be announced and you have 40 minutes to build something. Lego builders do you accept the 
challenge? There is no sign-up and no fee. Second grade and up.

library HiGHliGHts
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Featured Park: nature Center
The Hudsonville Nature Center is open to the public daily and there are many scheduled 
walks throughout the year. Head out with the family or join the City Naturalist, Craig Elston 
for a fun and interpretive walk this summer. During these walks you will see a variety of plants 
native to Michigan as well as many interesting insects, butterflies and birds.

Scheduled Summer Walks
 July 28, 2:00 pm
Flowers and Butterflies

August 18, 2:00 pm
Prairie Flowers

September 22, 2:00 pm
Early Autumn and Trees 

All walks begin in the parking area at the end of new Holland Ave, East of 32nd Ave. Bug repellent is recommended. 

sewer JettinG
Each year the city cleans a portion of  its sewer lines. The sewer cleaning program covers four quadrants, and one quadrant 
is cleaned each year. This year beginning in August, sewer jetting will occur in the northwest quadrant of  the city. This 
includes the streets to the north of  Chicago Drive between 40th Avenue and Balsam Drive. 32nd Avenue and 36th Avenue 
will also be included in this year’s sewer jetting program. 

There will not be any interruptions to traffic flows during this process. However please be aware that as the sewer jet 
passes by your home, it will create a negative pressure event that may cause your toilets and showers to make a “gurgling’ 
sound. This gurgling is caused by the negative air pressure from the high-pressure sewer jet as it escapes through the sewer 
laterals along the main sewer line. It should not cause any damage to your internal plumbing system, and will only last a 
few moments as the sewer jet passes by the sewer lateral from your home. 

ConCerts on tHe Green
There is still time to get out to see a 
summer concert.  Concerts run Thursday 
nights through July 25 at Veteran’s Park 
and start at 6:30pm.  A special ‘thank you’  
to concert sponsor: West Michigan Community 
Bank!

There will be kid’s activities, food options, 
and live music each week. 

•	 July 18: The Adam’s Family (Acoustic Folk)
•	 July 25: Community Night (Christian)

The Plant Swap will return July 
17, August 21 & September 18.  
‘Take a plant, Leave a plant’ at 

the Farmer’s Market!

Join us on October 19 for Urban 
HayDay, where the orchard 
comes to the City with free 

hayrides & family fun!

save tHe date!

Movie under tHe stars!
Join the Downtown Development Authority on Prospect St. at 9:00 p.m. on 
July 27 (Following the Saladbowl Bash) to enjoy an outdoor movie projected 
on a 24 foot movie screen!

The movie will be selected by a popular vote by local kids.  
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summer tax bills
Summer tax bills were mailed out July 1st for all real 
and personal property.  

Payments may be made in person, online, in our drop 
box, or through the mail.  Payments are due Thursday, 
August 15th, by 5 p.m.

Postmarks are not accepted and penalties and interest 
will apply to any payment received after August 15th.  
If  your taxes are paid through an escrow account you 
will see a confirmation on your bill similar to what is 
displayed below.  

Note that the Mortgage Code (COREL in the 
example) will change depending on your lending 
institution.

summer Field study

The Assessing Department has been very busy so far this summer. 

All pictures of the neighborhood surrounding Hughes Park have 
been taken, and by the middle of July all visits for the Summergreen 
Condominium Field Study will be completed. 

In the second half of July, the Assessing Department will begin field 
work along New Holland and 40th Ave corridors.  The highlighted 
parcels are scheduled for 2013, and all affected property owners will 
receive a notice in the mail prior to the visit.

downtown investments

The Downtown Development Authority (DDA) continues to focus on 
improving downtown Hudsonville.  This year, the DDA supplied 45 flower 
pots to local businesses to continue to enhance the streetscapes, as well as 
put up new City of Hudsonville street banners!

How’s tHe water?
The 2012 Water Quality Report (Consumer 
Confidence Report) is now available. This report 
includes details about where your water comes from, 
what’s in it and how it compares to standards set by 
regulatory agencies. To obtain a copy of  the 2012 
Water Quality Report contact the Department of  
Public Works at 616-669-0200 ext. 1424 or visit 
www.hudsonville.org/water.

New Holland St.

40th A
ve

36th A
ve
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Hudsonville PubliC sCHool ConstruCtion uPdates
from the office of the Superintendent

Over the past several months, Hudsonville Public School’s Board of Education 
and Construction Leadership Team have been busy completing the formal bid 
award process with construction companies.  Contracts have been awarded and the 

construction work has begun.

Demolition and earthwork 
has started on the site of Old 
Eagle Stadium.  The main foot 
print for the 215,000 square 
foot facility will be located a 
few hundred feet away from the steps of the existing gymnasium 
entrance in the northwest corner of the High School building.

On the corner of 36th Street and Allen, the construction of the 
new transportation facility is beginning to take shape.  Walls are 
erected and all the columns for the bus canopy are completed.  The 
canopy will help protect the 76-bus fleet from the elements.

Construction will intensify over the next couple of months, as crews 
will be working diligently over the summer months to reconfigure 
parking and foundational work for the structure.  When students 
return in the fall, the goal is to have the new permanent lots for 
student parking complete.

Given a construction project of this magnitude we recognize there will be some inconveniences for students, parents, and 
community members.  For example, while the finished site will have 12 beautiful post-tension concrete tennis courts, 
the current 8 tennis courts will be eliminated during construction.  School and community tennis will be temporarily 
relocated to courts located 
at Baldwin, Riley and the 
Freshman Campus.

Other inconveniences 
will be more obvious to 
our residents and guests 
downtown or those who live 
near the High School site.  
We are appreciative of their 
support and understanding 
during the construction 
process.  The end goal will 
be a beautiful, functional 
facility that we will all be 
proud of for our students.

Look for updates in future newsletters as we continue to highlight happenings at all our local schools!



your City Commissioners & staFF
Mayor Don Van Doeselaar 669.8045 dvandoes@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 1 John O’Brien 669.2670 jobrien@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 1 Kelly Ten Harmsel 669.7451 ktenharmsel@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 2 Steven Zuiderveen 669.5037 szuiderveen@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 2 Norman Unema 669.9509 nunema@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 3 Philip Leerar 662.1520 pleerar@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 3 Larry Brandsen 669.3365 lbrandsen@hudsonville.org
City Manager Patrick Waterman 669.0200 x 1418 pwaterman@hudsonville.org
City Clerk Jan Wiersum 669.0200 x 1412 jwiersum@hudsonville.org
Assessor/Finance Director Jan Sal 669.0200 x 1413 jsal@hudsonville.org
Planning/Zoning Director Dan Strikwerda 669.0200 x 1414 dstrikwe@hudsonville.org
Marketing Coordinator Michelle Fare 669.0200 x 1411 mfare@hudsonville.org
Sheriff Sergeant Mike Bagladi 669.0200 x 1428
Fire Chief Dick Mohr 669.0200 x 1429 dmohr@hudsonville.org
Public Works Director Dutch Besteman 669.0200 x 1424 huddpw@hudsonville.org
Library Director Melissa Huisman 669.1255 hudmh@llcoop.org
Emergency Services Director Dave Dahl 669.0200 x 1404 ddahl@hudsonville.org
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The City of Hudsonville
3275 Central Blvd.
Hudsonville, MI 49426
Phone: 616.669.0200   Fax: 616.669.2330
www.hudsonville.org
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

The City of Hudsonville does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, height, weight, marital status, 
handicap, disability, or limited English proficiency in any of its programs or activities.  The following office has been designated to handle 
inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: City Manager, City of Hudsonville, 3275 Central Blvd., Hudsonville MI 49426.  
616.669.0200 x 418.


