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Can You imaGine Hudsonville in 2030?
By Patrick Waterman, City Manager

As most of you probably already know, Hudsonville is a wonderful small town in which to live, work, shop, eat, recreate, 
exercise, worship, and educate our children. In recent years the community has seen several new neighborhoods and 
businesses pop up, expansions to our already outstanding schools, improvements to our parks and trail systems, and the 
introduction of several new family-oriented events, such as the Summer concert series, Salad Bowl Bash, Safety Night, 

and Urban Hayday (October 18th 
this year!).

Yes, Hudsonville is a great place to 
call home. But have you ever stopped 
to think about what would make 
your community even better? The 
city is doing that right now with the 
development of its new long range 
visioning plan called “Hudsonville 
2030”. And as part of this process, 
we need your help!

The development of the city’s new long range vision is being done as a collaboration with the Ottawa County Planning 
Commission and with the financial support of the County Board of Commissioners. It has been an ongoing process that 
began nine years ago when several public forums were held to discuss Hudsonville’s future. The city was able to gain valuable 
insight from those forums about changes that our residents and business owners wished to see in their hometown. This 
information, along with results from a community survey and input from your City Commission, Planning Commission, 
and City staff, was used to craft a draft Master Plan that contains four underlying principles for the future of Hudsonville. 
By the year 2030, Hudsonville should be a Distinctive City, a Livable City, a Vibrant City, and a Connected City.

Distinctive city

A Distinctive City is one that embraces its 
rural agricultural heritage and balances the past 
with endearing civic spaces, iconic public art, 
buildings that reflect a small town character, and 
infrastructure that encourages sustainable design.

This is important because Hudsonville has a unique 
history tied to agriculture. Its small town charm is something that resonates with both residents and visitors – giving it a 
unique sense of place.

To meet the objective of a Distinctive City, the vision is to construct a central gathering place for our community called 
the Village Green where community-wide events could be held and around which a new, more walkable and vibrant 
downtown could flourish. The Distinctive City also envisions the installation and promotion of great public art throughout 
the city; enhanced streetscapes and aesthetics along Chicago Dr. and other main corridors; and the requirement of high-
quality architecture that still reflects our small town character.

What will your city look like in 2030?

Can you imagine a central gathering space in your downtown?
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LivabLe city

A Livable City is one with great schools, verdant 
open spaces, accessible civic amenities, and 
neighborhoods that provide a variety of housing 
opportunities that fulfill independent living for all 
stages of life – all within walking distance.

This is important because having diverse residential 
neighborhoods with access to parks, schools, and 
services can make the city even more desirable to 
live in for an entire range of people. And increasing 
the number of people living in the city leads to 
financial sustainability and can positively influence economic development. 

To meet the objective of a Livable City, the vision is to seek out opportunities for a new community/senior/learning 
center somewhere in the city, to build a downtown amphitheater (perhaps on the Village Green); to create a wayfinding 
system throughout the city; to continue to curate public events and festivals that attract residents and visitors; to improve 
the public realm with such amenities as trees, lighting, park benches, and trash cans; and to require new construction at a 
greater density in and around the downtown. All of which must be done with proximity and walkability in mind.

vibrant city

A Vibrant City is one with a broad mix of 
uses and a diverse local economy that provide 
opportunities for business, industry, and innovation 
while invigorating and reinforcing a dynamic 
downtown and supporting the community and its 
neighborhoods.

This is important because a city that has a broad 
mix of uses offers diverse commerce opportunities, 
which can increase financial sustainability and give 
residents and visitors more choice in places to work and shop. The vibrancy of the downtown can be accentuated when 
this mix of use is built in a compact, walkable format.

To meet the objective of a Vibrant City, the vision is to build upon the Salad Bowl city’s strong agrarian roots by 
constructing a new permanent (possibly year-round) Farmer’s Market structure where residents could select from the 
freshest locally-grown produce, along with other locally-crafted goods and wares. The Vibrant City also envisions a small-
scale downtown with a mixture of uses and variety of shopping and dining choices. In short, a downtown that offers 
anything one could want, and is designed with pedestrians in mind.

connecteD city

AA Connected City is one that offers a network of interconnected streets, bike lanes, sidewalks, and non-motorized routes 
that promote mobility and accessibility between neighborhoods, parks, schools, the downtown, and the surrounding 
region.

This is important because when you connect all of these places (places to live, learn, work, shop, and play) with multi-
modal and non-motorized links, you will enhance transportation choice and promote meaningful and safe accessibility 
for a larger group of residents and visitors.

imaGine Hudsonville in 2030 (Cont)

Can you imagine a new downtown amphitheater?

Can you imagine a new downtown farmer’s market structure?
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To meet the objective of a Connected City, the vision is to implement a complete streets program where new roads are 
designed for all modes of transportation (i.e. cars, 
bikes, pedestrians, etc.). In addition, the plan also 
seeks to enhance and connect a non-motorized 
network, build safe routes to schools, install bike 
facilities throughout the community, and promote 
mobility and convenience for all (through the 
improvement of street crossings).  One of the most 
exciting goals of the Connected City theme is 
to construct a north-south pathway connection 
under Chicago Drive and the railroad tracks that 
would allow walkers and bikers to safely cross this 
busy corridor.

So….what do you think? That’s the big question… what do you think? We need to know what you think about these 
concepts, and about the future of your city. Do they excite you? Are these projects that you would support? 

In the weeks ahead, you will be seeing and hearing more about the city’s new vision plan. Look for informational kiosks to 
be placed around town. Our goal is to be as transparent as possible about the city’s future plans, and hopefully to have as 
much public support as possible. And later this winter, the city will be holding its final public hearing on the Hudsonville 
2030 Plan. This will be your opportunity to ask questions and share your thoughts/concerns about the city’s vision. When 
the date is announced, please mark it on your calendar and try to attend. If you live, work, or have an otherwise vested 
interest in the future of Hudsonville,THIS IS IMPORTANT STUFF FOLKS!

Heart of Hudsonville PHoto Contest

Congratulations to this year’s 
winners of the Hudsonville Family 
Dentistry Heart of Hudsonville 
Photo Contest!  

If you are interested in seeing the 
winning photos in person, you can 
check them out at City Hall anytime 
during the next year!

Photo by: Christine DykstraPhoto by: Alex Monsma Photo by: Lisa Gemmen

Photo by: 
Heather 
Dalimonte  
Photography
358

Grand Prize Winner!

Can you imagine a new bike path under Chicago Dr and the railroad?
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absentee ballots available
Absentee ballots for the November election are available at the City Clerk’s office. Those 
eligible to receive absentee ballots are:

•	 An	individual	who	is	physically	unable	to	attend	the	polls	without	assistance	of	another	
person;

•	 An	individual	who	is	at	least	60	years	of	age;
•	 An	individual	or	who	expects	to	be	absent	from	the	community	while	the	polls	are	open.	

If you wish to apply for an absent voter ballot, please stop by City Hall or contact Jan 
Wiersum, City Clerk, at 669-0200 ext. 1412 to obtain an application.  The City Clerk’s 
office will also be open on Saturday, November 1 from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. for the 
purpose of issuing absentee ballots.

november General eleCtion - november 4, 2014
The polls for the General Election will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on election day at the polling places 
indicated below.  All polling locations are handicapped accessible.  Voting instructions in audio and Braille formats 
will also be available.

 Ward 1  City Hall, 3275 Central Blvd.
    City Commission Chamber

 Ward 2  City Hall, 3275 Central Blvd.
    City Hall Community Room

 Ward 3  Hudsonville Congregational Church
    4950 32nd Avenue

 The ballot will also contain the following proposals:

•	 County Proposal: County Road Improvement Millage

•	 State Proposal (1): A referendum of Public Act 520 of 2012 –   
    establishing a hunting season for wolves.

•	 State Proposal (2): A referendum of Public Act 21 of 2013 – granting the Natural Resources Commission  
    the power to designate certain animals as game.

eleCtion details
Tuesday November 4, 2014       

7 a.m. to 8 p.m

Ward 1 & 2 @ City Hall

Ward 3 @ Hudsonville    
Congregational Church

samPle ballot
For a sample ballot visit City Hall between 8am & 5pm, Monday-Friday or www.hudsonville.org.

meet tonY rewers:
Tony Rewers joins the City of Hudsonville as Assessing Assistant, after studying Business 
Administration at Cornerstone University in Grand Rapids.  Wondering what Tony is all 
about?  
Well he shared that “God gave me a heart driven to serve and love people of all cultures. In 
my spare time I enjoy backpacking, skiing, boating, and traveling out west to my second home: 
Denver, Colorado.”
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sidewalk reminders
Please be aware that it is each property owner’s responsibility to keep their sidewalks clear of snow and ice. The city will 
clear streets as a priority during a snow storm and will get to the sidewalks if and when time allows. Please also be aware 
that damage that occurs to the adjacent lawn areas as a result of sidewalk plowing is NOT the responsibility of the city.

mailbox PoliCY
Snowplowing of streets is an essential service that sometimes results in physical damage to private property. Most of 
this damage is not from the plow itself, but the force of snow coming off the plow. The city has a general policy to 
repair or replace a mailbox that has been physically struck by a city snow plow; 
however the city will not pay for damage caused by snow being thrown against the 
mailbox. Please report damaged property within 24 hours so a site visit and damage 
assessment can be scheduled by the Public Works Superintendent.

frozen PiPes
Frozen water lines are caused from several days of extremely cold temperatures that drive frost into the ground.  Freezing 
generally occurs in uninsulated pipes that are located in unheated basements and against outside walls, or outdoors 
where snow has been removed (ie. streets, sidewalks, driveways or parking lots). If your water pipes freeze,  contact the 
Department of Public Works about unthawing your service. The first call for the season will be at no charge. Any follow 
up calls during the season will be billed according to the city’s fee schedule. This service does not include the cost of 
replacing broken pipes. 

seasonal Parking in 
effect: 

november 1-aPril 1
To ensure that our city streets can be plowed 
and salted after heavy snowfalls, the city 
enforces the following citywide parking 
ordinance: 

Between the dates of  November 1 and April 
1, parking is prohibited on all city streets 
between 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. 

Please make arrangements to move your 
vehicle off  the street 
during these hours 
or a Civil Infraction 
Notice (ie: ticket) will 
be issued to the owner 
of  the vehicle. Please 
help keep our streets 
safe this winter by 
complying with our 
Seasonal Parking 
limitations.

PumPkin raCes at 
urban  HaYdaY!

Join us for the third annual Urban HayDay on Saturday October 
18, brought to you by Todd Wenzel Chevrolet!  

The event will feature hayrides, a kids activities, a rubber chicken 
launch, a giant pumpkin carver, tractor show, and vendors at the 
Farmer’s Co-Op, along with three different food eating contests!  
The event will also feature the Critter Barn, line dancing, pumpkin 
carving, a bounce house and kids train at Gemmens.  

This years event will also host the first annual Hudsonville Pumpkin 
Races.  We encourage you to build a pumpkin racer and join us for 
the race!  The only rules are that the entry cannot exceed 2 ft in 
width, 20 lbs in weight or be built on any form of platform.  All 
entries must be checked in by 2:45 pm at the event to participate!

Photo courtesy of the Manhattan Beach Pumpkin Races

City of Hudsonville’s
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librarY HiGHliGHts

Join us For:
•	 32	Degree	Winter	Reading	Club:	October 1.  Adults, 

read 32 books between Oct. and May 1, 2015 to 
receive a prize. 

•	 Used	Book	Sale: October 16-18.  Saturday is the $5/
bag sale. Friends of the Library 
Used Book Sale Hours are: 
Thursday, 10 am to 8 pm, Friday, 
10 am to 5 pm, and Saturday, 10 
am to 1 pm.

•	 Author	Visit: October 21 at 7:00 pm. Join Gina M. Devries, 
author of “Fishing with Faith” for a book discussion and 
signing.

•	 e-Media	Class: November 3 at 1pm. Get introduced to the 
OverDrive website where you can borrow library eBooks! 
Please register. You must have a card in good standing in 
order to use the digital collection.

•	 Rug	 Twining	 Class: November 
1 & 15 at 10 am.  Learn how 
to make heirloom quality floor 
coverings!  Teens and adults will 
use our looms and materials in 
this two session class.  Age range:  
Cost is $30 and includes your finished rug.  Class size is 
limited to six so register early at the library.

•	 Advanced	Zentangle	Class: October 18 at 10am. Explore 
tangles with a higher difficulty, continue with shading, use 
“sparkle”, and  explore advanced Zentangle concepts. Please 
bring your mini kit with pen. Paper is supplied. $35 fee. 
Please register.

•	 Holiday	Zentangle	Class: November 15 at 10am. 
This class will center around holiday applications 
of Zentangle and how to incorporate them into gift 
ideas. Please bring your mini kit with pen.  Paper is 
supplied. $35 fee. Please register.

roth ira seminar

Tuesday, October 28, 2014, 7:00-8:30 pm.   

Hosted by Tony Momany, CPA, this educational 
seminar will address various questions such as
•	 Why should I consider converting to a Roth IRA now?
•	 How can a Roth IRA help?
•	 Don’t I make too much money to consider a Roth IRA?
•	 When is and isn’t a Roth IRA beneficial?

new this FaLL - book Discussion Groups For teens & aDuLts!
The Group will meet from 7:00-8:00/8:30 pm in the lower level of the library.  
Discussion will be led by Leah Behrens Hamstra with help from Melissa 
Huisman. Call the library to reserve your copy of each month’s title.  

Thursday, October 30  - Book title:  Where’d You Go, Bernadette? by Maria Semple. 
Thursday, November 20 – Book title:  Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour Bookstore by Robin Sloan. 
Thursday, December 17:  - Book title:  Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs.

kids ProGrams
•	 Pizza & Pages.  First Tuesday of the month 

at 4:30 pm. A book club for children in 3rd 
through 5th grades.  We  play word games, 
eat pizza, discuss books, bid on prizes and just 
have fun. A walk-in, free program.

•	 Builder’s Challenge: First Saturday at 
10:30am each month. Bring a gallon size zip 
lock baggie of your own Legos. A theme will 
be announced and you will have 40 minutes to 
build something.  There is no sign-up and no 
fee. For children grades 2nd through 6th.

•	 Christmas Program: Saturday, Dec. 13th – 
anytime between 10 and 12:30.  We will make 
an edible Christmas Tree you can take home.  
There is no sign-up or fee.  For  children 2 to 
10 years old. 

•	 Winter Storytime: Going to the Zoo.  
Registration starts on  
January 5th. The 8-week 
story time begins the 
week of  January 19th.  
Call the library for days 
and times. 669-1255.
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leaf droP dates
•	Saturday, November 1      9am - 3pm
•	Saturday, November 8      9am - 3pm
•	Friday, November 14         1pm – 5pm
•	Friday, November 21         1pm – 5pm
•	Saturday, November 29 9am – 3pm
•	Saturday, December 6       9am – 12pm

This year’s city-wide leaf  drop program will once again be held at Roark’s Garden Center 
located at 5340 Chicago Drive. It is preferred that leaves be loose or in paper bags. If  you 
need to put leaves into plastic bags, for transport, please plan to empty  them and take all 
trash bags with you. There is no trash removal available at this site. 

Bring your ID with you as 
it will be checked by City 

personnel to verify residency. 
This is a service funded by 

City taxpayer dollars and will 
only be available to residents.

HuGHes Park batHrooms
The City of Hudsonville has submitted a grant request 
through the Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
for a Recreation Passport Grant to assist with the 
renovation of the Hughes Park bathrooms.  

This grant would allow for a complete remodel, 
bringing the bathrooms up to modern standards (hot 
water, universally accessible, bathroom stall doors, etc!)

Grant announcements 
are made by the DNR in 
December.  We’ll be sure 
to share the news when we 
hear!

fall colors in tHe nature  center

While walking through the Nature Center you will see the dark reds of  the Ash, the deep yellow to reds of  
the Sugar and Red Maples, with the yellows of  the Hickories and Ironwoods mixed in. From the elevated 
viewing platform at the north edge of  the prairie you can see the colors 
of  the surrounding trees as well as the colorful prairie grasses. Asters will 
continue to bloom into early November. Fall migrating birds such as White-
crowned Sparrows may also be seen foraging through the leaf  litter in the 
woods for insects. 

As the leaves drop from the trees, it becomes easier to see the birds flitting 
about. This is also a great time to watch for bird and hornet nests left behind 
from warmer days. With the onset of  fall and winter some birds change from eating insects to more berries 
and seeds. One of  the added November guided hikes  this year in the Nature Center will look at some of  
these changes going on in  the woods and the other is a night hike hoping to hear or see owls that are 
beginning to call.  When the snow begins to fall don’t stay away, the trails at the Nature Center are a great 
place to enjoy the beauty the snow brings while it blankets the ground covering the drab gray of  winter and 
clings to the trees making this a magical winter wonder land.

HolidaY Parade
Join us for the 21st Annual Hudsonville Holiday Parade.  
The parade will be held on November 22, 2014 and will 
travel the same route as previous 
years of Highland Drive to 32nd 
Avenue to Central Blvd to School 
Street. 

We invite you and your family 
to join us for a celebration at the 
fire station following the parade, 
where the Fire Department will be 
serving hot beverages, cookies, creme curls, and donuts.  
You’ll also have a chance to get your picture taken with 
Santa, visit the reindeer, and participate in several free 
games & crafts!

Photo by: Larry Doll
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The City of Hudsonville
3275 Central Blvd.
Hudsonville, MI 49426
Phone: 616.669.0200   Fax: 616.669.2330
www.hudsonville.org
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Your CitY Commissioners & staff
Mayor Don Van Doeselaar 669.8045 dvandoes@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 1 John O’Brien 669.2670 jobrien@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 1 Gary Raterink 669.6191 graterink@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 2 Dan Bolhuis 206-0584 dbolhuis@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 2 Mark Northrup 662.2663  mnorthrup@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 3 Philip Leerar 662.1520 pleerar@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 3 Larry Brandsen 669.3365 lbrandsen@hudsonville.org
City Manager Patrick Waterman 669.0200 x 1418 pwaterman@hudsonville.org
City Clerk Jan Wiersum 669.0200 x 1412 jwiersum@hudsonville.org
Assessor/Finance Director Jan Sal 669.0200 x 1413 jsal@hudsonville.org
Planning/Zoning Director Dan Strikwerda 669.0200 x 1414 dstrikwe@hudsonville.org
Marketing Coordinator Michelle Fare 669.0200 x 1411 mfare@hudsonville.org
Sheriff Sergeant Mike Bagladi 669.0200 x 1428 mbagladi@miottawa.org
Fire Chief Dick Mohr 669.0200 x 1429 dmohr@hudsonville.org
Public Works Director Dutch Besteman 669.0200 x 1424 huddpw@hudsonville.org
Library Director Melissa Huisman 669.1255 mhuisman@hudsonville.org 
Emergency Services Director Dave Dahl 669.0200 x 1404 ddahl@hudsonville.org

The City of Hudsonville does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, height, weight, marital status, 
handicap, disability, or limited English proficiency in any of its programs or activities.  The following office has been designated to handle 
inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: City Manager, City of Hudsonville, 3275 Central Blvd., Hudsonville MI 49426.  
616.669.0200 x 418.

Don’t Forget!!  

October 18 
11am-5pm!


