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tHe orcHard in downtown Hudsonville

Urban Hay Day, a free fall festival brought to you by Todd 
Wenzel Chevrolet, is even better than before! 

Families are invited to join us on Saturday, October 15 
from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. for favorite fall activities. Jump on 
a hay ride to visit both Gemmen’s Home and Hardware 
and the Farmers Co-op, who are the hosts of Urban Hay 
Day. 

Hop off the hayride at Gemmen’s Home and Hardware 
to pet the farm animals from the Critter Barn. There will 
be goats, lambs, and bunnies relaxing in the grass, so make 
sure to say hi. If you want to see even more animals, head 
on over for a pony ride or visit one of the Kiddo Corral 
booths close by who will be showing off her pet pony! 

In the same parking lot, the older kids can enjoy racing 
their pumpkin cars down the bright orange race track and 
watching them collide as they each try to win first place. 
For those who would rather leave the pumpkin racing to 
someone else, enjoy carving a pumpkin with your friends, 
and make sure to check out the annual Great Garden 
Games. Compete in vegetable-themed minute-to-win-it 
games such as a celery obstacle course or onion bowling.

When it’s time to go to the Farmers Co-op end watch the 
singing battle among the Rock Your Voice contestants. 

Kids & teens ages 5-19 can register and compete in the 
youth and teen singing competition for a chance to take 
home cash prizes. 

You can bet you’ll smell the sweet funnel cakes and spicy 
barbeque cooking from our food vendors once you arrive. 

Grab a snack and a cup of warm coffee or cider from 
Biggby Coffee’s tent and play a round of vegetable bingo, 
try out the mechanical bull, or watch the little ones take a 
ride in the mini train. 

As you take part in the remote control car races, be sure to 
watch out for the rubber chickens flying past your head as 
they try to aim for the target. 

Remember to stop by on October 15 between 11 a.m. and 
4 p.m. to celebrate the fall season with the Hudsonville 
community, brought to you by Todd Wenzel, in partner-
ship with the City of Hudsonville and the Hudsonville 
Area Chamber of Commerce. Don’t leave too soon 
without seeing all of Urban Hay Day!

Details and information are found at www.UrbanHayday.
com. Register at the same site for Rock Your Voice. 
Follow us on Facebook at Hudsonville Area Chamber 
of Commerce to receive the inside scoop and contact 
Lindsey Carlon at lcarlon@hudsonville.org if you want to 
get involved. We will see you at Urban Hay Day!
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uPdate on terra square
June of 2017 is fast approaching, so staff is hard at work 
bringing the Terra Square project to life. 

Here are the latest updates about the project:

• A new website has been rolled out.  This website 
has all of the information you’ll need about the 
farmer’s market vendors, market programming, 
and rental rates for using the space for private 
events.   You can check out the website by visiting                       

www.terrasquare.com
• Rental contracts have been finalized for farmer’s 

market vendors, the event space and the work 
space.  Reservations are now being accepted for all 
three spaces, so if you’d like to host an event at the 
space, give us a call.  There is a 40 percent discount 
on the rental rates for Hudsonville residents. 

• Please consider making a donation and having a 
stake in this amazing community asset! 

• We need your help reaching the local fund-raising 
goal of $200,000.  So far, $91,850 has been raised.  
Will you be part of the restoration of this space?  
All donations of at least $100 will be recognized by 
name on a beautiful custom made wooden donor 
wall in the entryway to the space.  
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SeaSonal Parking in effect: nov 1 - aPril 1
To ensure that our city streets can be plowed and salted after heavy snowfalls, the 
city enforces the following citywide parking ordinance: 

Between the dates of November 1 and April 1, parking is prohibited on all city 
streets between 2 a.m. and 6 a.m. 

Please make arrangements to move your vehicle off the street during these hours 
or a Civil Infraction Notice (ie: ticket) will be issued to the owner of the vehicle. 
Please help keep our streets safe this winter by complying with our Seasonal Parking 
limitations.

ParkinG reminders
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General election - november 8
The polls for the General Election will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Election Day at the polling places indicated 
below.  All polling locations are handicapped accessible.  Voting instructions in audio and Braille formats will also be 
available. A sample copy of the ballot can be found on the city’s web site www.hudsonville.org.  

 Ward 1  City Hall, 3275 Central Blvd., City Commission Chamber
 Ward 2  City Hall, 3275 Central Blvd., City Hall Community Room
 Ward 3  Hudsonville Congregational United Church of Christ, 4950 32nd Ave.

absentee ballots available
Absentee ballots for the November election are available at the City Clerk’s office. As a registered voter, you may obtain 
an absentee voter ballot if you are:

• 60 years of age or older
• Expecting to be absent from the community on Election Day
• Physically unable to vote without assistance at the polls
• Unable to attend the polls due to religious reasons
• Appointed to work as an election inspector in a precinct outside of your precinct of residence
• Confined to jail awaiting arraignment or trial

If you wish to apply for an absent voter ballot, please stop by City Hall or contact Jan Wiersum, City Clerk, at 669-0200 
ext. 1412 to obtain an application.  The City Clerk’s office will also be open on Saturday, November 5 from 10:00 a.m. 
until 2:00 p.m. for the purpose of issuing absentee ballots.

veterans memorial Park bricks & Plaques
Hudsonville’s Veteran’s Memorial Park, located right next to Hudsonville City Hall, pays tribute to men and women 
that served in the Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, U.S. Coast Guard, and the Women in Service.  The Veteran’s 
Memorial Park recognizes these men and women that have so bravely served this country in the armed forces.  

Engraved bricks or plaques are still available if you would like to purchase one in honor of those who have served and 
celebrate their patriotism to our country. For more information on purchasing an engraved brick or plaque, please call 
Hudsonville City Hall at 616-669-0200.
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new tree siGns for           
nature center 

With about 40 different tree species in the Hudsonville 
Nature Center, a new interactive aid is coming to help you 
learn 14 of the common trees close to the trails. 

Signs like the one pictured are being installed along a loop 
from the picnic area, through the woods on the ridge above 
the creek and back east towards the prairie. Each sign has 
the common and scientific name of the tree, as well as a 
QR code that you can scan with your smart phone. Upon 
scanning the QR code you will be taken to a page on the 
city’s website featuring information about that particular 
tree. 

Each species has descriptions of bark, leaves, winter buds, 
fruit and flowers (when appropriate), with other interesting 
facts about the tree. Photos of the leaves, bark and buds 
are also included. If you would like to check out the tree 
info from home you can visit the city’s website for the full 
directory of trees. 

Come on out and enjoy the fall colors in your 70-acre 
Nature Center and scan some codes to learn a little about 
the trees while you are at it.

You are also invited to join us on Sunday, October 16, at 
2:00 pm for a “Fall Nature Hike” as we will look at some of 
the trees and flowers that are still blooming as well as other 
natural features of interest we find along the trails.

lose sometHinG? come claim it!
The Lost and Found box at City Hall is overflowing!  
If you lost something in one of the parks this summer, 
make sure to stop by City Hall to ask about it!  
Anything not claimed by November 1, 2016 will be 
donated. 

fall leaf droP 
This year’s annual city-wide leaf drop off will once again be 
held at Roark’s Lawn and Garden located at 5340 Chicago 
Drive.   Here are a few things for you to remember before 
heading to the leaf drop:

• Please plan to take ALL your bags with you.  Roark’s 
will not be accepting paper or plastic bags.

• Bring identification to verify residency.

• Remove all branches, brush or garbage from your leaf 
piles.  Only leaves will be accepted.

• Any leaves dropped off outside of the listed dates and 
times will be at the expense of the individual.

This is a service funded by City taxpayer dollars and will 
only be available to residents.  And please remember: do not 
blow leaves into streets, storm drains or onto the sidewalk.

LEAF DROP OFF DATES

Saturday, October 29th  9am – 3pm

Friday, November 4th   1pm - 6pm

Saturday, November 12th  9am - 3pm

Friday, November 18th  1pm – 6pm

Saturday, November 26th  9am – 3pm

Saturday, December 3rd  9am – 12 noon
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Hudsonville Holiday Parade
Hudsonville is celebrating its 23rd Holiday Parade on 
November 19 at 10 a.m. The parade, sponsored by Sunset 
Retirement, begins at the Pinnacle Center on Highland 
Drive, runs north on 32 Avenue, and ends at School 
Street and Central Boulevard. 

Afterward we will be celebrating at the Hudsonville Fire 
Department with Santa and Mrs. Clause, the reindeer, and 
Neil (the elf on stilts). Crafts, cookies, and hot chocolate 
will be a great way to welcome the holiday season with 
your family, friends, and neighbors. Watch floats, horses, 
snow dogs, trucks, bands, and more in the Hudsonville 
Holiday Parade on Saturday, November 19.

Looking to participate in the parade? Contact Lindsey 
Carlon at lcarlon@hudsonville.org or register at                
www.HudsonvilleHolidayParade.com.  

HUDSONVILLE GOOD 
LIVING IS...

EXPLORING NATURE.

photo credit: Surekha Boeve

winter reminders

Sidewalk, Hydrant, & StreetS

Please be aware that it is each property owner’s respon-
sibility to keep their sidewalks clear of snow and ice. The 
city will clear streets as a priority during a snow storm and 
will get to sidewalks if and when time allows (i.e. please 
do not wait for the city to clear your sidewalks). Please 
also be aware that damage that occurs to the adjacent 
lawn areas as a result of sidewalk plowing is NOT the 
responsibility of the city. Please also make sure to keep 
hydrants clear and do not blow snow into the street. 

MailboxeS

Snowplowing of streets is an essential service that 
sometimes results in physical damage to private property. 
Most of this damage is not from the plow itself, but the 
force of snow coming off the plow. The city has a general 
policy to repair or replace a mailbox that has been physi-
cally struck by a city snow plow; however the city will not 
pay for damage caused by snow being thrown against the 
mailbox. Please report damaged property within 24 hours 
so a site visit and damage assessment can be scheduled by 
the Public Works Superintendent.

frozen PiPeS

Frozen water lines are caused from several days of 
extremely cold temperatures that drive frost into the 
ground.  Freezing generally occurs in uninsulated pipes 
that are located in unheated basements and against 
outside walls, or outdoors where snow has been removed 
(ie. streets, driveways or parking lots). If your water pipes 
freeze,  contact the Department of Public Works about 
unthawing your service. The first call for the season will 
be at no charge. Any follow up calls during the season will 
be billed according to the city’s fee schedule. This service 
does not include the cost of replacing broken pipes.
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viSit tHe library

• KIDS CAN VOTE TOO: Voting is important! 
During the first week of November, kids can vote for 
their favorite past president. One lucky voter will win 
a $20 gift card to Barnes and Noble!

• JAMES SPURR: Join us Tuesday, November 15 at 
7 p.m. for a program entitled “The Great War; The 
Simple Plan for a Quick March Which Impacts our 
World a Century Later. ”  Spurr will detail the first six 
weeks of WWI as the politics and events unfolding 
in July through September, 1914 are fast moving and 
fascinating.  Did you know that the War very nearly 
ended just six weeks after it began?  The implications 
if it had, for the world,  are that there may never been 
a WWII!

book clubS

• FICTION CLUB: On October 20, come to discuss 
A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman.

• SERIOUS READERS CLUB: Michael Sandel’s  
Justice:  What’s the Right Thing to Do?  The discus-
sion will be led by Don Van Doeselaar.

• PIZZA & PAGES CLUB: A fun monthly club for 
3rd to 5th graders at the library! Each month, we’ll 
have pizza, talk about books we’ve enjoyed, play 
games and win prizes! Join us on the first Thursday of 
the month from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. and bring a copy of 
a book you have read. Free; registration required.

library HiGHliGHts

uPcominG events

craft claSSeS

Register by calling the Library at 669-1255.

• MORAVIAN STAR PAPER CRAFT: Learn 
to make this traditional Advent, Christmas or 
Epiphany decoration. Class is November 5 at 10 
a.m. Cost is $5. 

• TUNISIAN CROCHET CLASS: Learn how 
to make a pot-holder with the Tunisian Crochet 
stitch, a method using  a special “Tunisian” crochet 
hook. Participants must have some crochet experi-
ence. Cost is $5. Call for supply list.

• HALLOWEEN CRAFTS: On October 22 at 
10:30 a.m., kids ages 4-10 can design and decorate 
Halloween crafts, play games and eat some snacks. 

library uSed book Sale
• October 21, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
• October 22, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• October 23, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. ($5 bag sale)

tHe friends of tHe library Present

Join the library for a monthly Literary Program! There will be authors, special guests and more! Free. No registration 
required. 
• October 13: Journey back in time to the 1950’s with Wilma Quist, the Hat Lady, as she shares songs and stories of 

the “Rock Around the Clock” era.
• November 10: Join Chef Terri Rees as she demonstrates using Michigan cranberries and the art of working with 

phyllo to make easy holiday appetizers to brighten your table!
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don’t rusH to flusH
Recently the City’s Department of Public Works has seen an increase in sanitary lift station 
repairs. A high volume of hygiene products, and foreign items have been accumulating 
and clogging/breaking lift station pumps. Each time a foreign items clogs or breaks a lift 
station, pump crews must pull the pump, untangle the item from the propeller and then 
repair or replace the pump or its parts. This can get very costly.

We need your help! Remember…Just because items state that they can be flushed down 
the toilet does not mean they should be flushed. Help reduce the cost of sanitary lift station 
repairs by only flushing human waste, toilet paper and water.  

For more information on why certain items should not be flushed, check out the video at www.hudsonville.org/flush.

A Snow Removal Contractor is one who performs for hire or offers to perform for hire snow plowing services by the 
use of a motor vehicle. A Snow Removal Contractor shall not advertise, represent, enter into contract, or perform snow-
plowing services without first attaining a license from the city.  For questions, contact Teri at 669-0200 x 1416.

• Licenses cover period beginning August 1st and ending May 1st.
• Licenses are $50 per motor vehicle.
• Licenses should be placed in the upper corner of the rear cab on the driver’s side.

Any plow vehicle shall have an efficient working muffler and an external oscillating or flashing yellow or amber light 
visible at 360 degrees and mounted on the roof top of the vehicle. Such light shall be on only during snow removal 
operations. A Snow Removal Contractor will be responsible for repairing any damage to public property.

Snow removal regulations:

• Snow may NOT be deposited in any public right-of-way, including the (i) traveled portion of the right-of-way, 
(ii) the public sidewalk, or (iii) the area between the sidewalk and the curb (except snow removed from an 
adjacent driveway approach or public sidewalk.)

• Snow may NOT be deposited on public or private property without permission of the owner of such property.
• Snow may NOT be deposited to a height so as to obstruct vision between a driveway and the public right-of-way.
• Snow may NOT be deposited on fire hydrants or in such a manner as to impede access to fire hydrants.

snow PlowinG license requirements
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The City of Hudsonville
3275 Central Blvd.
Hudsonville, MI 49426
Phone: 616.669.0200   Fax: 616.669.2330
www.hudsonville.org
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Mayor Mark Northrup 662.2663 mnorthrup@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 1 Jim Holtrop 669.6523 jholtrop@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 1 Gary Raterink 669.6191 graterink@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 2 Dan Bolhuis 206.0584 dbolhuis@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 2 Greg Steigenga 669.2336  gsteigenga@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 3 Philip Leerar 662.1520 pleerar@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 3 Larry Brandsen 669.3365 lbrandsen@hudsonville.org
City Manager Patrick Waterman 669.0200 x 1418 pwaterman@hudsonville.org
City Clerk Jan Wiersum 669.0200 x 1412 jwiersum@hudsonville.org
Assessor/Finance Director Jan Sal Syswerda 669.0200 x 1413 jsal@hudsonville.org
Planning/Zoning Director Dan Strikwerda 669.0200 x 1414 dstrikwe@hudsonville.org
Marketing Coordinator Michelle Fare 669.0200 x 1411 mfare@hudsonville.org
Sheriff Sergeant Mike Bagladi 669.0200 x 1428 mbagladi@miottawa.org
Fire Chief Dick Mohr 669.0200 x 1429 dmohr@hudsonville.org
Public Works Director Dutch Besteman 669.0200 x 1424 huddpw@hudsonville.org
Library Director Melissa Huisman 669.1255 mhuisman@hudsonville.org 
Emergency Services Director Dave Dahl 669.0200 x 1404 ddahl@hudsonville.org

The City of Hudsonville does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, height, weight, marital status, 
handicap, disability, or limited English proficiency in any of its programs or activities.  The following office has been designated to handle 
inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: City Manager, City of Hudsonville, 3275 Central Blvd., Hudsonville MI 49426.  
616.669.0200 x 1418.

your city commissioners & staff


