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CONSERVING OUR RESOURCES
How we use and conserve our natural resources is at the 
forefront of many discussions and policy decisions in our 
communities, companies and even in our households. It’s a 
topic studied and debated in our classrooms from elementary 
to high school. 

In January of this 
year the city received 
nine letters, written 
by students in Rachel 
Manzer’s “English 
Language Learner’s” 
class at Hudsonville 
High School. Many 
of these students have 
been in the USA less 
than two years. 

� ey are from such 
places as Ukraine, 
Russia, Eritrea (East 
Africa), Congo, Japan, China, Honduras, Guatemala, and 
Mexico.  It’s in Ms. Manzer’s class where they learn to 
write and speak the English language.  One of the require-
ments to meet the Michigan English Language Pro� ciency 
Standards is to write a formal letter and so Ms. Manzer 
gave them an assignment to write the mayor. Because they 
had just � nished studying a unit on conserving our natural 
resources, this became the topic of their letters. 

� ey had many good suggestions as to what they would 
personally do to conserve our natural resources; cut down 
less trees, use less water and electricity, give their clothes 
to be reused by others, reuse plastic bottles, write on scrap 
paper, help the earth by picking up litter, reuse food cans 
to hold pencils, recycle newspapers, cans and bottles, reuse 
non-renewable items, use less napkins at school and home, 
keep the environment clean and use less so others can enjoy 
our natural resources.

It is always good to hear from students.  To honor their hard 
work, a letter was addressed to each student sharing with 
them what the City of Hudsonville is doing to conserve 
and make wise use of our natural resources. We thought 
it was important to not only share this information with 
the students, but the whole community.  � e following 
paragraph details some things the city is doing to conserve 
our natural resources. 

Sometime it is necessary to cut down dying trees and when 
we do, they are put through a chipper and the wood chips 
are then used in city parks.  City employees recycle all paper 
and cardboard waste. Plastic containers are collected by our 
facilities manager and then recycled.  Most recently the city 
began to replace all the light bulbs with new LED lights to 
conserve electricity.  In September of 2012 the city installed 
two new smaller e�  cient boilers to heat City Hall thereby 
conserving natural gas.  All outdoor area lights are on timers 
so they go o�  at a reasonable time.  � e city is in the process 
of installing smaller valves in water lines to use less water.  
One year ago the city built a new Department of Public 
Works building and installed many frosted panels which 
allows for natural lighting, saving electricity. Rarely are the 
lights needed during the day because of these panels.  � e 
city continues to look for ways to conserve and save our 
natural resources.

We encourage everyone to protect, respect and conserve 
our natural resources. Being good stewards of our natural 
resources creates a better world for all of us.

   ~Don VanDoeselaar, Mayor
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WE’LL BE TAKING PICTURES
Just as you will be heading outdoors soon, so will the Assessing Department!  
Ryan Zuiderveen, Assessing Assistant, and an intern will be out collecting data in 
various neighborhoods.  Beginning in May, they will be photographing properties 
found between Van Buren St. and Grant St. in order to update the city’s electronic 
property database.  They will also begin conducting a complete revaluation of  
the southwestern portion of  the city, which will go through the summer of  2014.  
Homes found between 36th and 40th (east to west) and New Holland to I-196 
(north to south) will be measured, sketched, and photographed.  

Ryan will also contact you personally to evaluate the interior components of  your 
property.  This study is done in order to maintain equitable assessments throughout 
the city and your cooperation is greatly appreciated.  Because our goal is that each 
assessment reflects the current market value of  each property, it is essential that 
we obtain accurate information.  If  your home is to be revaluated, you will be 
receiving a letter from our department before the visit.  If  you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact Ryan Zuiderveen at 669-0200 x 1443.
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Here’s where we’ll be 
working this summer. 

HERE COMES SPRING!
Ahhh!  Spring is here and that means winter is over and 
summer is coming.  It’s the time of  year to get outside and 
enjoy the weather, do things like camping, golf, fishing, 
swimming, basketball, softball, racing and how about 

sitting around the 
campfire.  When I 
think back about the 
times my family went 
camping, the neatest 
time was after dinner 
in the dark as we 
all sat around the 
campfire. You could 

just feel your body relax in the lawn chair; a great time to 
talk to your spouse and kids.  

This brings me to my point, a reminder if  you will, only 
recreational fires are allowed in the city.  This means you 
must have some type of  fire pit made of  stone, cement, 
block, or an old truck wheel in the ground.  This fire must 
be attended at all times, no burning of  trash, leaves, or 
garbage, and extinguished properly when finished. No 
other burning is allowed!

I just thought of  some more fun summer things.  How 
about fertilizing the lawn; cutting the lawn; edging the 
lawn; painting the house; cleaning the garage.  I must 
be nuts, vacation sounds a whole lot better - have a safe 
summer!! 

    ~Dick Mohr, Fire Chief

©Wolf183 | Dreamstime Stock Photos 

UNWANTED MEDICATION 
COLLECTION PROGRAM 

The City of  Hudsonville offers free 
medication disposal at City Hall. Bring 
medications in the original container, 
black out or remove any personal 
information and drop expired or old 
medications in the disposal container. 
We take care of  the rest!

MEMORIAL DAY
Please join us on May 27 at 10 a.m. 
for a special Memorial Day Service at 
Veteran’s Memorial Park, adjacent to 
City Hall.  Help us honor the men and 
women who so bravely fought for and 
served our country.  
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STAY IN TOUCH
There are lots of  ways to stay in touch with us, including the online help 
center (to report a concern or sign up for alerts), facebook, and twitter!

2013 SUMMER ROAD CONSTRUCTION
Summertime is fast approaching and that means there will be birds chirping, children playing, and people traveling. 
Unfortunately, summer is also the season for road construction projects. 

Having high quality roads in Hudsonville is a top priority for the City Commission. In fact, Goal #1 of the City’s 
Strategic Plan is to “Deliver the exceptional level of public services and amenities that our residents have come to expect.” 
And the � rst priority under this goal is to “Prioritize street maintenance and repair at the top of the list for public 
services.”  � e city’s emphasis on maintaining quality roads is based primarily on the results of a 2011 Hudsonville 
Citizen Survey in which residents showed strong support for the city doing more in this area.  

In the current budget year, Hudsonville will expend close to $764,000 on road and infrastructure improvements in 
order to further this goal and objective. Speci� cally, the city will be undertaking the following construction projects 
this summer:

1. Highland Drive resurfacing - (from 32nd Ave. west to Creekview Dr.) $199,000. 1-2 week project. Work is 
anticipated to occur sometime in June or July. Road will remain open to tra�  c.

2. 36th Avenue water main replacement and road resurfacing - (from Chicago Dr. south to New Holland St.) 
$300,000. 3-4 week project. Work is anticipated to occur in July-August.  Road will remain open to tra�  c 
throughout the project.

3. Van Buren Street water main replacement and road resurfacing – (from Lawndale Ave. east to 36th Ave.) 
$100,000. 2-3 week project.  Work is anticipated to occur sometime in July or August. Road will remain 
open to tra�  c.

4. Glenview Court road resurfacing - (from cul-de-sac to 40th Ave.) $54,000. 
2-3 day project. Work is anticipated to occur sometime in July or August.

5. Summercrest Drive and Summercrest Court road repairs - (from cul-de-
sacs to New Holland Dr.) $30,000. 2-3 day project. Work is anticipated to 
occur sometime in July or August.

6. Crack Sealing – (to occur throughout the City as needed). $30,000 est. � e 
city has implemented an asset management program aimed at extending 
the life of city streets. Crack sealing is an integral part of this new program. 

7. Barry Street/DeWeerd Drain culvert replacement – Replace 70’ of 
deteriorating culvert on north side of Barry St. $50,000. 3-4 day project.  
Work is anticipated to occur sometime in August or September and will 
not disrupt tra�  c.

Please be patient with us this summer as we work to improve your streets in the 
city. If you’re interested in learning more about the documents mentioned in this article, the city’s Strategic Plan and 
Citizen Survey results can be viewed on our website at www.hudsonville.org.

Crack sealing, a preventative maintenance 
approach the city will begin this summer, can 
signi� cantly extend the life of a road.



HUDSONVILLE HOMETOWN NEWS

PAGE 4

LIBRARY PROGRAMS

CAREER DEVELOPMENT COACH
Available Tuesday evenings from 5-7 p.m.  

Call the library for more information.

AUTHOR VISIT: “I CAN AND I DID”
Tuesday, April 23, 7-8:30 p.m.

“I Can and I Did!” is an inspirational true story 
about one woman’s battle with Multiple Sclerosis.  
Author visit with Doreen Rademacher and Kelly 
Finger-McNeela.

DIG INTO READING WITH THE SUMMER READING CLUB
Register for the summer reading club to have access to all sorts of fun summer activities!  For elementary school 
kids,  this includes a truck zoo,  nature center hike, chalk art, rock class, magic show, and shoe art!    Teens will be 
invited to participate in ‘Minute to Win It’,  create a Stars in a Jar project and shoe art.  

Sign up for the summer reading club begins on June 10 and is free for City of Hudsonville residents. 

� is summer, you can also join us for pre-school storytimes every Wednesday from 10:30 a.m to 11:00 a.m. and a 
Disney movie every Wednesday from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.  Movies are as follows:

June 19th—Swiss Family Robinson
June 26th—Pete’s Dragon
July 3rd—Mary Poppins

July 10th—101 Dalmatians
July 17th—Cars
July 24th—Lady and the Tramp

ADULT SUMMER READING PROGRAM
Read 8 books in 8 weeks to win 
a $5 gift card from Gemmen’s, 
a small prize, plus a chance at a 
$100 Gemmen’s gift card!

Used Book Sale 

DOWNLOADS
Download eBooks and eAudiobooks using your 
library card at http://lakeland.lib.overdrive.com

FITNESS CLASSES
Yoga/Pilates and Zumba Gold classes 
are available.  Call the library for more 
information or stop in and pick up a 
registration form for times, dates and cost.

TWIG VASES
� ursday, June 13, 1-2 p.m.  

Class taught by local gardener, 
Bonnie Blauwkamp.  Class is free, but 
registration is required.  Bring a glue 
gun if you have one. 

Used Book Sale 

BASIC CAR MAINTENANCE FOR WOMEN 
Saturday, June 22, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Class taught by Chris from Lake 
Michigan Credit Union Auto Center 
at the Library.  Class is free, but 
registration is required.  Bring your car 
and park in the back lot.

Used Book Sale 

STAINED GLASS CEMENT STEPPING STONE 
Tuesday, May 14, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Class taught by Cynthia Davis. 
Cost is $10.  Registration is required.  
Class will be held at Hughes Park. USED BOOK SALE

July 25-27
Sale begins each day at 10 a.m.  
Saturday sale is $5/bag. Used Book Sale 

Check our calendar for online registration to these 
and other programs!!
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SPECIAL ELECTION - MAY 7, 2013
A special election will take place on Tuesday,  May 7.  � e ballot will contain two millage renewals for the Hudsonville 
Public Schools.  � e � rst is an operating millage renewal proposal requesting the non-homestead 18 mills, which 
is an annual renewal and does not apply to a person’s homestead.  � e second renewal is a building and site sinking 
fund tax levy for the purchase of real estate for sites for, and the construction or repair of, school buildings and all 
other purposes authorized by law.  � ese are both renewals of millages which expired with the 2012 tax levy.

� e polling location for Wards 1 & 2 is at City Hall, 3275 Central Blvd.  Ward 3 is located at the Hudsonville 
Congregational Church, 4950 32nd Avenue.  All polling locations will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. and are handi-
capped accessible.  Absentee Ballots are also available from the City Clerk’s o�  ce Monday through Friday from 8:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

ONLY RAIN DOWN THE DRAIN
A few tips to keep our water safe: 

1. Blow grass clippings and other landscaping debris away from the street and curb and 
back into your lawn or sweep them up and place in a compost or recycle container.

2. Check your vehicles for fuel and oil leaks. When it rains, grease and oil drippings wash 
into storm drains and go straight into our rivers and streams.

3. Never dump oils, chemicals, pet waste or dirty soapy water down storm drains. All these materials pollute our local 
rivers and streams. Dispose household hazardous waste at your local Resource Recovery Service Center.

4. Pick up after your pets. Dispose of  pet waste in trash bins or by flushing it down the toilet.

NEW MICHIGAN LAW RESTRICTS PHOSPHORUS FERTILIZERS

PROTECTING WATER QUALITY 
Phosphorus is a naturally occurring 
essential nutrient for plant and animal 
growth. It is also a primary water 
quality concern in Michigan. When 
excess phosphorus is applied on land, 
it may run into nearby lakes, rivers and 
streams. � is runo�  can lead to increased 
algae and aquatic plant growth which can have negative 
e� ects on water quality, � sheries, recreation, and 
property values. By restricting unnecessary phosphorus 
applications, the phosphorus law will help maintain and 
protect Michigan’s vast water resources.

THE PHOSPHORUS LAW 
Michigan Fertilizer Law restricts the use of phosphorus 
fertilizers on residential and commercial lawns, 
including athletic � elds and golf courses statewide. 
Both homeowners and commercial applicators must 
follow the phosphorus application restrictions. 
For exceptions visit www.michigan.gov/mda-fertilizer.

WHAT FERTILIZERS DO I USE? 
Look for lawn fertilizers with 
zero phosphorus in them. On 
the bag or box of fertilizer is 
a row of three numbers. � ese 
numbers indicate the amount 
of total nitrogen (N), available 
phosphate (P2O5) and soluble 
potash (K2O) in the particular 
product. � e middle number 
is available phosphate and 
should read “0.”

WHERE CAN I FIND 
PHOSPHORUS-FREE FERTILIZERS? 
A majority of garden centers, hardware stores, and large 
chain stores carry phosphorus free lawn fertilizers. 

Article information for Michigan Fertilizer Law (1994 PA 451, Part 85, Fertilizers) 
courtesy of the MI Dept of Agriculture & Rural Development
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NOMINATION FOR PUBLIC OFFICE ANNOUNCEMENT

Nominating Petitions will be accepted by the Hudsonville City Clerk until 4:00 PM, Tuesday, May 14, 2013 for 
the following offices:

  Ward 1 Commissioner 4 year term  Incumbent Kelly Ten Harmsel
  Ward 2 Commissioner 4 year term  Incumbent Steven Zuiderveen
  Ward 3 Commissioner 4 year term  Incumbent Larry Brandsen

A petition must be signed by not less than 15 nor more than 30 registered electors of  the Ward in which the 
candidate resides. Petition forms and affidavit of  identification forms are available at the Office of  the City Clerk, 
Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

REMINDER ABOUT SOLICITORS

� e City of Hudsonville implemented a new ordinance regarding solicitors last year.  If you have 
someone without a lanyard that stops by your house, please call us!  We need your help to enforce 
this rule.  � ere are some exemptions to this ordinance.  Please contact our o�  ce at 669.0200 
extension 1416 or 1412 if you have any questions!  

FIREWORKS
Please remember to be mindful of your neighbors 
when using � reworks.  Most importantly, be aware 
of � re hazards (like dry grass), clean up to avoid 
being cited for littering, and be mindful of the noise 
for neighboring kids & pets!

You can use � reworks the day before, day of, and 
day after:
• New Year’s Day 
• Martin Luther King 

Jr. Day 
• Washington’s 

Birthday
• Memorial Day

• Independence Day
• Labor Day
• Columbus Day
• Veteran’s Day
• � anksgiving Day
• Christmas Day

HOW ASSESSING WORKS
Have you ever wondered how the value of your home 
is determined?  Our assessing department has put 
together a video which 
explains the process, 
and explains what they 
will and won’t do when 
visiting your home.  
You can see the video 
by visiting our website. 

SPRING & SUMMER PROJECTS
� e weather is warming up and people are getting outside and 
planning their summer activities.  Here are a few guidelines to 
keep in mind before you take on any summer projects!
• Contact the Zoning Department before installing a fence, 

pool, driveway, shed or any other addition to ensure setbacks 
and dimensions are compliant.  A permit may be needed.

• Grass can be no higher than 8” 
tall, including around utility poles, 
mailboxes, � re hydrants, etc.  Vacant 
property requires mowing by June 1, 
August 1, and October 1.  

• Signs, including portable or temporary 
ones, have location requirements so 
they don’t inhibit tra�  c vision or 
clutter the community.  Sign permits are required!

• Only your own vehicle may be sold from your property.  A 
license and proper zoning are required to sell someone else’s 
vehicle. 

• Motor homes, boats, trailers, and other large recreational 
equipment are not allowed to be stored for more than 3 
consecutive days in any area between house and street.

Please contact the Zoning Department with any questions you 
have regarding improvements for your property.  � anks for 
your cooperation and have a safe and enjoyable summer!
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SPECTACULAR SUMMER FUN
Here are some fun summer activities for you and your family to enjoy this summer!

Downtown Movie

July 27
Downtown Hudsonville

After a community vote, we 
will be again showing a kid-
friendly movie downtown 

Hudsonville under the starry 
evening sky.

Salad Bash

July 27
Downtown Hudsonville

A salad-themed festival 
will transform downtown 
Hudsonville with a super-

sized salad, music, and games!

Concerts on the Green

June 6-July 25 (except July 4) 
Veteran’s Park

Seven weeks of Thursday 
night concerts, brought 

to you by West Michigan 
Community Bank with kid’s 
activities, food, and prizes!

Safety Open House

August 27
Hudsonville Fire Station

See emergency services in 
action with a jaws of life 
demonstration, K-9 unit 
demonstration, and free 

dinner!

Urban HayDay

October 19
Downtown Hudsonville

This event brings the orchard 
experience to the city with 

downtown hayrides and fall-
themed fun for the whole 

family.

Farmer’s Market

June - October 
Hudsonville Farmer’s Co-Op

Vendors set up every 
Wednesday from 8 a.m. to     

2 p.m. to sell fresh vegetables, 
fruits, meat, fl owers, and 

crafts!

Seek & Win

June-July
Citywide

Participate in this 
community-wide scavenger 

hunt for a chance to win 
prizes! Pick up a playing card 

at City Hall. 

Plant Swap

June 19, July 17, 
Aug 21, Sept 18

Take a plant, leave a plant 
in this community plant 

exchange held at the 
Farmer’s Market on the third 

Wednesday of the month.

Heart of Hudsonville Photo Contest

Entries due Oct. 31

Capture the heart of Hudsonville in 
this annual photo contest to have 
your work displayed as artwork in 

City Hall.

Art in the Park

June 8 - Veteran’s Park

Come to the park to experience and 
enjoy art from around the state. 

The event will include entertainers, 
vendors, and kids activities. 



YOUR CITY COMMISSIONERS & STAFF
Mayor Don Van Doeselaar 669.8045 dvandoes@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 1 John O’Brien 669.2670 jobrien@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 1 Kelly Ten Harmsel 669.7451 ktenharmsel@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 2 Steven Zuiderveen 669.5037 szuiderveen@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 2 Norman Unema 669.9509 nunema@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 3 Philip Leerar 662.1520 pleerar@hudsonville.org
Commissioner - Ward 3 Larry Brandsen 669.3365 lbrandsen@hudsonville.org
City Manager Patrick Waterman 669.0200 x 1418 pwaterman@hudsonville.org
City Clerk Jan Wiersum 669.0200 x 1412 jwiersum@hudsonville.org
Assessor/Finance Director Jan Sal 669.0200 x 1413 jsal@hudsonville.org
Planning/Zoning Director Dan Strikwerda 669.0200 x 1414 dstrikwe@hudsonville.org
Marketing Coordinator Michelle Fare 669.0200 x 1411 mfare@hudsonville.org
Sheriff Sergeant Mike Bagladi 669.0200 x 1428
Fire Chief Dick Mohr 669.0200 x 1429 dmohr@hudsonville.org
Public Works Director Dutch Besteman 669.0200 x 1424 huddpw@hudsonville.org
Library Director Melissa Huisman 669.1255 hudmh@llcoop.org
Emergency Services Director Dave Dahl 669.0200 x 1404 ddahl@hudsonville.org

� e City of Hudsonville
3275 Central Blvd.
Hudsonville, MI 49426
Phone: 616.669.0200   Fax: 616.669.2330
www.hudsonville.org
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

� e City of Hudsonville does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, height, weight, marital status, 
handicap, disability, or limited English pro� ciency in any of its programs or activities.  � e following o�  ce has been designated to handle 
inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: City Manager, City of Hudsonville, 3275 Central Blvd., Hudsonville MI 49426.  
616.669.0200 x 418.

� e City of Hudsonville


