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The Gary Byker Memorial Library staff does much to encourage young children to visit the 

library. We feel that children, from the time they are very young, should experience the library as 

a fun place to go.  It is our desire to make children’s library visits both enjoyable, memorable, 

and safe.  It must be recognized that this is a public building which anyone can enter. Library 

staff members cannot be expected to assume responsibility for the care of unsupervised children. 

1. Behavior:  Although children are given special leeway because of their immaturity, all 

library patrons, including children, are expected to maintain appropriate behavior, keep noise 

within levels which do not interfere with the activities of others and avoid actions which could 

injure themselves, others, or property. 

Children who behave in a disruptive manner which the staff is unable to correct with 

suggestions, reprimands or refocusing attention will be asked to leave the library. If unattended 

children are too young to make their way home the staff will attempt to locate a parent or 

responsible adult. If the adult cannot be located and expelling the child would jeopardize their 

safety, the police will be called to pick up the child. 

2. Children Age 3 and Under:  Children age 3 and under must be within visual contact of 

the accompanying adult when in the library.  If the noise or behavior of these young 

children interferes with the use of the library by others, library staff may request that 

adults take the young child to another area or leave the library temporarily. 

 

3. Children Under Age 7:  Children under age 7 and younger must be under the direct 

supervision of a responsible adult or teen when in the library. An exception is made when 

children are attending a library program. 

 

4. Children Age 8 through 11:  Eight to eleven year olds may use the library unattended 

for an amount of time appropriate to their age and maturity. A suggested time limit for an 

unattended visit is 60 minutes. Children who become disruptive and do not respond to 

suggestions and reprimands will be asked to leave. Parents may be contacted. 

 

5. Children age 12 through 17: Children age 12 through 17 may use the library unattended 

but behavior guidelines apply.  

 

6. Closing Time: If unattended children are still in the building at closing time and are 

expected to be picked up by a responsible adult, the staff will attempt to reach the adult 

by telephone. If no one can be located within 15 minutes, the police will be called and 

asked to send an officer to pick up the child. A staff member will wait in the vestibule for 



either the responsible adult or police. Staff will never take the child home or to another 

location. 
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