
WINTER STORY TIME  

GLAD RAGS - STORIES ABOUT 

CLOTHES  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign-up for the Winter Story time will begin 

Monday, January 10th for Hudsonville 

Library Cardholders and  “Non-Resident 

Service Card”* holders. Story times begin 

January 24th and will go for six weeks.  A 

Wee Wiggler program for toddlers 18 months 

to 3 years accompanied by an adult lap is of-

fered either Monday or Friday mornings from 

10:15 to 11:00 am. Story times for “indepen- 

dent” 3 to 6 year olds are offered either Mon-

day or Friday mornings from 11:15 to 12:00 

noon,  Wednesdays 10:15 - 11:00 a.m. or Fri-

day afternoons from 1:00 - 1:45 p.m..  The last 

ten minutes of most story times will include a 

craft and parents are encouraged to come in 

and help their children. 

 

A parent or designated adult will have to sign 

children in and out of each story time for 3 to 

6 year olds.  Also at sign-up please notify us 

of any medical conditions we should be aware 

of such as food allergies, asthma, etc.   

 

As before, the downstairs will be open during 

story time so that little children can play freely 

and adults can enjoy conversation and coffee.  

 

 

*If you have a question about the “Non-

Resident Service Card, please call the library 

at 669-1255.  

 

September/October 2016 

CHILDREN’S Programs 

Fall STORY TIME 

Fall Story Time at the Gary Byker 

Memorial Library will be: Mother 

Goose, rhymes and stories.           

Registration begins Tuesday,         

September 6th. The session will run 

for eight weeks beginning Monday 

September 19th, 11:15 to noon. This story time is 

for  “independent”  3 1/2 to 6 year olds. There is a 

$10.00 fee per child  for non-residents.  Hudsonville 

Library cardholders may sign-up for free. The last 

ten minutes of story time includes a craft when par-

ents are asked to lend a hand. 

The Wee Wigglers will also be 

doing:  Mother Goose (Sign-up 

and fees are as above.)  This eight 

week program for  toddlers 18 

months to 3 1/2 years old       

accompanied by an adult lap is 

offered either  Monday, Wednesday or Thursday 

morning from 10:15 to 11:00 a.m.  The first twenty 

minutes is for stories, songs, and finger plays. Then 

there is a parent assisted craft, snack time for the 

kids and time for the parents to chat. 

 

BRICK BUILDER’S CHALLENGE 

On the first Saturday of every month from October 

to April at 10:30 am, we will have a Lego building        

challenge. Our first meeting is Saturday, October 

1st. Bring a gallon size Ziploc lock baggie of your 

own Legos. When you come, a theme will be an-

nounced and you have 30 minutes to build. Prizes 

are given for best construction and by raffle. This is 

a walk-in program—no fee or registration. (Second 

through sixth grade.) 

  Pizza and pages 

Kids from 3rd to 5th grades: each month we’ll 

have  pizza, talk about books we’ve enjoyed,  

play some word games and win some small   

prizes. Our first Meeting is Thursday, October 6th 

from 4:30 to 5:30 pm. Please bring a copy of a book 

you have read and be prepared to tell us a little about 

it. This program is free but registration  is necessary. 

Can't make it to the first meeting? We'll have Pizza 

and Pages again - same time, same place every first 

Thursday of the month through April. Registration 

begins September 26th in person, by phone or online. 

 

HALLOWEEN CRAFTS AND GAMES 

 

 

 

On Saturday, October 22nd from 10:30 to11:30 am,  

design and decorate Halloween crafts, play games  

and eat some snacks. This is for children ages 4 to 10. 

Parent participation is encouraged. This is a free,  

walk-in program. 

 

 

 

 

 

MAYOR’S READING CLUB  

This reading club is for children 4 to 7 years old.  Get 

the Mayor’s Reading Club log at the library or online. 

“Read” the 12 picture books by December 31st,  2016 

and get a book, coupon and certificate. This is a free 

club to promote reading for all children.  

GARY BYKER MEMORIAL LIBRARY  

CHILDREN’S NEWSLETTER 



 

 Byker Summer Reading Club 

We had 647 children and teens join the summer reading club with approximately 350             

finishers. Over 800 people attended our summer programs. We had 60 kids and teens win 

raffle prizes. Below are our grand prize and contest winners. Congratulations to everyone! 

Grand Prize Winners: 

Emily Adamson:  Holland Aquatic Center 

Devin Berens:  $25 Meijer Gift Certificate 

Alaina Bronson: Blue Chrome Tablet 

Sierra Johnson:  Air Zoo      

Owen Lewis:  Water Speakers 

Alyssa Ridder:  Pink Chrome Tablet        

Evan Saxbee:  Georgetown Ice Center 

  

CONTEST WINNERS 

Katelyn Lameris and Addison Jeltema won the Reading Chart quiz contests and received a 

gift card to Barnes and Noble. 

 

Sports Figure Winners 

Shaylee Plaggemeyer won first place for her ballerina. 

Paige Decker won second place for her soccer player. 

Leah Vredevoogd won third place for her swimmer. 

Alex Ouwinga won fourth place for her gymnast.  

 

Prizes were awarded from the       

raffle cases. 



Great Free Apps for Learning 
Getting new tablets is a big expense in and of itself. Pairing these expensive devices with free 

apps is a great way to keep costs down. You'll find an array of free and free-to-try apps that cover 

a variety of subjects. The best part: If they're not the right fit for your children, it won't have cost 

you a dime, and you can try others. 

 

Gracie and Friends BirthdayCafe   Kids identify quantity, up to five, without counting. They also 

experiment with recognizing numbers both by numeral and quantity of objects.                                             

(Grades Pre-K to K : iPad)   

 

Teachley: Addimal Adventure   Jungle animals help kids swing into math with single-digit           

addition. (Grades K-3: iPad)  

 

Reading Rainbow  Kids can "go anywhere, be anything" with this vast book and video library.                      
(Grades K-4: iPad, Kindle Fire ) 

 

Toontastic  Create amazing multi-scene cartoons with musical scores. (Grades K-5:  iPad) 

 

 One Globe Kids - Children's Stories From Around the World   Beautiful photos and stories build 

cultural knowledge and self-awareness (Grades K-4: iPad, iPhone, iPod Touch ) 

 

Google Earth  Cool geographical exploration. (Grades K-4: Android, iPad, iPhone, iPod Touch) 

 

Paper by Fifty Three  Beautifully designed digital sketchbook for any age  (Grades 3-12: iPad)  

 

 

WonderBox: Explore & Learn Science, Geography, Music, and Design  Videos and creative   

challenges. (Grades 2-8: iPhone, iPhone Touch) 

 

Alien Assignment  Cute storyline for problem solving; great family fun.                                                              
(Grades PreK-K: iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad ) 

 

 

Leo's Pad Enrichment Program for Preschoolers   Charming stories, interactivity get             

pre-schoolers thinking. (Grades PreK-K: iPad)   

 

https://www.commonsense.org/education/app/gracie-and-friends-birthday-cafe
https://www.commonsense.org/education/app/teachley-addimal-adventure
https://www.commonsense.org/education/app/toontastic
https://www.commonsense.org/education/app/google-earth
https://www.commonsense.org/education/app/paper-by-fiftythree
https://www.commonsense.org/education/app/wonderbox-explore-learn-science-geography-music-and-design
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/alien-assignment
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/leos-pad-enrichment-program-for-preschoolers


Books to Read Before Your Child Starts School 
Anxious, excited, curious, frightened… kids can experience a rush of emotions as they 

prepare for their first days of school. Whether they’re  starting day care, preschool,    

kindergarten or a different school in a new town, calm your young child’s classroom   

jitters by reading these books together. 

First Day Jitters by Julie Danneberg (jPic/Dan)                                                                                     

“I’m not going.” “I don’t know anyone.” “It will be hard.” These are all things that Sarah Jane 

Hartwell says before her first day of school. Her father eventually convinces her to attend,   

despite her gut-wrenching—and completely valid—fears about starting school. Sarah Jane  

realizes through her first-day encounters that school isn’t so bad after all. 

 

The Kissing Hand by Audrey Penn  (jPic/Penn) 

This heartwarming book serves as a tool for learning about and understanding separation 

anxiety. Through Chester Raccoon, children learn that a parent’s love remains in their  

absence and that it’s okay to spend some time apart—especially for something as          

important as school. A kiss from his mother on the palm of his hand serves Chester          

as an intimate and soothing strategy for coping with separation anxiety.  

 

How Do Dinosaurs Go to School?   by Jane Yolen  (jPic/Yolen) 

Super duo Jane Yolen and illustrator Mark Teague tackle the topic of starting school with their 

beloved dinosaur series. With a friendly cast of familiar (and some not-so-familiar) dinosaurs, 

this book focuses on acceptable behavior while at school. Some children find themselves in 

trouble because they’re not sure how to act appropriately in a classroom setting.  However,  

with these quick-witted rhymes and silly examples of dinosaurs mimicking human behavior, 

children can begin to understand the boundaries of schoolyard conduct.  

 

DW’s Guide to Preschool  by Marc Brown  (jPic/Brown) 

We all know DW, Arthur’s bossy, know-it-all, but kindhearted little sister. This D.W. 

guide is a friendly and familiar way to experience preschool before actually stepping 

foot in a classroom.  

 

 I Am Absolutely Too Small for School by Lauren Child  (jPic/Child) 

Little sister Lola looks to her brother Charlie for guidance and assurance as he tenderly 

breaks down her stubborn, fear-filled anxiety about starting school. The back-and-forth   

sibling banter balances the slightly unrealistic portrayal of happy-go-lucky siblings.       

However, Lauren Child never fails to engage children with her cartoonish drawings and  

typography while getting her message across.  

 

Wemberly Worried by Kevin Henkes  (jPic/Henkes) 

Wemberly is a worry wart, and school is at the top of her worry list. By the end of the 

book, Wemberly realizes that she’s not alone in feeling nervous about school and that 

it’s nothing to be worried about—it’s fun! She is surrounded by friends, activities and 

new places and toys to explore.  

http://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/158089061X/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=158089061X&linkCode=am2&tag=pbpa-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/B005VSIZYO/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B005VSIZYO&linkCode=am2&tag=pbpa-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/0439020816/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0439020816&linkCode=am2&tag=pbpa-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/0316013153/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0316013153&linkCode=am2&tag=pbpa-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/0763628875/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0763628875&linkCode=am2&tag=pbpa-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/B007SPRAG2/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B007SPRAG2&linkCode=am2&tag=pbpa-20


10 Ways to Prepare Your Child for School 
 

Banish first-day jitters for your child and for yourself! 

 

Starting school can be a difficult time for children. Every child is hesitant to go somewhere 

new and see people she's never met before. Here are some helpful ways to prepare your 

child for her first day of school: 

 

1. Let your child know what his schedule will be like. Tell him what time school begins 

 and ends each day. 

2. Ask your child about her feelings -- both the excitement and the concerns -- about    

 starting school. 

3. Visit the school with your child to see his new classroom and meet his new teacher     

 before school officially starts. 

4. Point out the positive aspects of starting school. It will be fun and she can make new 

 friends. 

5. Let your child know that all kids are nervous about the first day of school. 

6. Leave a note in your child's lunchbox or book bag that will remind him you're thinking 

 of him while he's at school. 

7. Reassure your child that if any problems arise at school, you will come and help resolve 

 them. 

8. Try to have your child meet a classmate before the first day of school so she will already 

 have a friend when school starts. 

9. Arrange for your child to walk to school or ride together on the bus with another child 

 in the  neighborhood. 

10. Find out about after-school activities that your child can join. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: American Academy of Pediatrics; Caring for Your School-Age Child: Ages 5-12,      by   

Edward L. Schor  

http://www.parents.com/kids/education/




OCTOBER 15TH—NATIONAL POETRY DAY                                                                                     
ACROSTIC POEM                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Compose your poem, using the first letter of the word Autumn to begin the first word in each line.  

Autumn 
 

The green leaves are turning 

To yellow, red and brown 

And when the wind comes 

Whistling by, they'll 

     all 

          come 

               sailing 

                    down 

Write a poem about fall. Bring it into the library 

and you will have a chance to win a prize. You 

can use the acrostic above or totally create your 

own poem.  If you want to draw a picture to go 

with your poem, that would be cool. Make sure 

to write your name, age and phone number on 

your poem.   



 

 

 

NATIONAL MAGIC DAY – October 31 
National Magic Day is observed by magic lovers across America each year on October 31 as part of    

National Magic Week. Magic is described as: “Performing art that entertains audiences by staging tricks 

or creating illusions of seemingly impossible or supernatural feats using natural means.”  The person  

performing such illusions is called a magician or an illusionist. 

Magical performances have been performed throughout history.  One of the most well known magicians 

was Harry Houdini.  Known for his  escapology, (escapology is the practice of escaping from restraints or other 

traps) Houdini had developed a range of stage magic tricks and made full use of the range of conjuring 

techniques, including fake equipment and collusion with individuals in the audience.  His show business 

savvy was as great as his performance skills. Magic Day is dedicated to him. 

 

Magic Books 

 

Big Magic for Little Hands by Jay, Joshua (Oversize/j793.8/Jay) 

 

My First Magic Book by Leyton, Lawrence  (j793.8/Ley) 

 

Magic: Presenting the World’s Greatest Magicians, Tricks, Illusions                                                          

 by Eldin, Peter  (j793.8/Eld) 

 

Simple Magic Tricks by Allen, Jon   (j793.8/All) 

 

World’s Best Coin Tricks by Longe, Bob (j793.8/ Lon) 



Magic Tricks 
 

Crayon ESP 

The Big Reveal 
Your child picks a crayon from a box. You guess the color with mind-reading powers! 

 

Props: A small box of crayons. 

 

Secret Steps 
1. Stand with your back to your child. Put your hands behind your back and ask her to pick a crayon out of 

the box and place it into your hands. 

2. Once you can feel it in your fingers, turn to face your child with your hands concealed behind you. While 

you’re talking about the magic, scrape the crayon with your right thumbnail so some wax gets stuck between 

your finger and the nail. 

3. Keeping the crayon behind your back in your left hand, transfer your child’s thoughts to your own with 

your right hand. Wave your fingers in front of her face, repeating, “I’m reading your thoughts” and “I’m 

moving them into my mind.” 

4. As you’re waving your hand in front of your eyes, sneak a glimpse of the color under your thumbnail. 

5. Reveal the answer, adding a few dramatic abracadabra's for effect. 

 

The Magic Ketchup Experiment! 

You can make a pack of ketchup float and sink at your command while it’s sealed inside a 

bottle! 

You will need 

* A 1 liter plastic bottle 

* Ketchup pack from a fast food restaurant 

* Salt (using Kosher salt helps keep the water from becoming foggy) 

What to do 

1. Remove any labels from the bottle and fill it all the way to the top with water. 

2. Add a ketchup pack to the bottle. 

3. If the ketchup floats, you’re all set. (If the ketchup sinks in the bottle, go to step 4.)  For the floating    

ketchup pack, simply screw the cap on the bottle and squeeze the sides of the bottle hard. If the ketchup sinks 

when you squeeze it, and floats when you release it, congratulations, you’re ready to show it off.                   

4. If it does not sink when you squeeze it, try a different kind of ketchup pack or try a mustard or soy sauce 

pack. If the ketchup pack sinks, add about 3 tablespoons of salt to the bottle. Cap it and shake it up until the 

salt dissolves. (Kosher salt will keep the water from getting too cloudy, although it will usually clear up over 

time if using regular table salt.) Continue adding salt, a few tablespoons at a time until the ketchup is just 

barely floating to the top of the bottle. 

5. Once it is consistently floating, make sure the bottle is filled to the top with water, and then cap it tightly. 

Now squeeze the bottle. The magic ketchup should sink when you squeeze the bottle and float up when you 

release it. With some practice you can get it to stop in the middle of the bottle.  Wave your other hand and 

say a magic word so your audience doesn’t realize you are squeezing the bottle. 




