
Last Spring, 
the Board of 
Supervisors 
instituted the 
Mark Kelly 
Volunteer of 
the Year award. 
Residents were 
asked to submit 
nominations. 

Over the past year a committee of 
residents met to review the nominees and 
to decide who most was worthy. At the 
annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner  
in February the award was presented to 
Mr. George Morely. George, a resident 
since 1968, was a member of the first 
Planning Commission and helped  
re-write the Code of Ordinances. George 
was a supervisor from 1988-2002. During 
that time the Township was under great 
pressure from developers. 
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As part of the Mark Kelly Volunteer of 
the Year award, The Board of Supervisors 
sent a $500.00 donation to The ALS 
Association in George Morley’s name. 

Please send Jeff Seagraves a letter of 
nomination if you have someone in mind 
that contributes and volunteers generously 
like Mark Kelly did and George Morley 
continues to do. 

George helped to ensure that open space 
was a part of each new development. As 
a supervisor, he helped to re-establish the 
Park and Recreation Board, started the 
Environmental Advisory Committee and 
also the Historical Commission. Since 
leaving the Board of Supervisors, George 
has served on the Sewer Committee and 
the Zoning Hearing Board. 

“Mark Kelly was 
a great man and 
I am honored. 
I have worked 
with so many 
wonderful 
residents over 
the years. This 
Township is one of 
the greatest places 
to live.” George said as he received 
his award. 

Long-Time Resident Receives Recognition at the Annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner
George Morley Wins “Mark Kelly Volunteer of the Year”

Pictured Above, from left to right:
Joseph Kephart, Danielle Berkowitz, Elise and Nina Kelly, 
Jim Raith, George Morely, Sheri Perkins, JP Kelly



Bocce dates back to the Roman Empire, however the Italians developed the game into 
what we know today. Thanks to Eagle Scout Noah Yoder, we 
can all enjoy the game at Palmer Park. Noah, raised money 
as a requirement of his Eagles Scout Project and the Board 
of Supervisor contributed to the project as well. Yoder, and 
his team of volunteers, completed the construction of a 
Bocce Ball Court in approximately three weeks. Their work 
is professional and a real highlight of Palmer Park. Once the 
weather breaks, this game will become 
a Township favorite. So, pick up a set 
of bocce balls and “google” the rules of 
the game. Or perhaps you know how 
to play—teach your neighbor. Call 
the Township if you are interested in 
starting a league. Compete with other 
townships, or just play with your family 
and friends. 

BULK TRASH PICK-UP
SPRING 2017 SCHEDULE

Pick-Up Schedule
Homes East of Cheyney Road:

Monday, May 1, 2017

Homes West of Cheyney Road:

Thursday, May 4, 2017

Items with Freon will be picked up 

separately. (Items that have had Freon 

removed must be certified.) Bulk trash 

items should be placed on the roadside

in front of resident’s home the night 

before pick up. No tires or organic 

material. If items are not picked up 

on your designated day, please call 

610-399-8383 ext. 101.

Return Form & Payment by April 21

Name

Address

Email

Phone

Pick-Up Options 
 $25 for three large items

 $50 for items containing Freon 
 (Refrigerators, wine refrigerators, dehumidifiers)

 $55 for a large television

Total Enclosed: $

Return Form & Payment by April 21 to
Thornbury Township

6 Township Drive, Cheyney PA 19319

Payment must be received in order for 

trash to be picked up.

Questions? 
Call Opdenaker at 610-459-3515
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Township Manager Letter
Hello Fellow Residents! As we welcome 
spring and all of the excitement that it 
brings, we invite you to consider sharing 
your talents and abilities with other 
residents here in Thornbury Township. 
We are always advertising positions that 
are open on various committees and 
commissions. Perhaps it would be helpful 
to look at this opportunity through a 
slightly different lens.

Do you have a hobby or favorite pastime 
that you would like to share with others? 
Are you a bird watcher that could impart 
knowledge on your fellow residents if 
given the opportunity? We would love to 
hear what your passion may be and how 
we can help you to share.

Several current programs were born out 
of just that type of thinking. For example, 
we offer tennis lessons at Thornbury Park. 
The instructors are Township residents 
that had a desire to start a program 
in order to generate more interest in 
tennis. We are pleased to tell you that 
this program has flourished over the 
past several years and we would love to 
expand upon its success.

Please contact the Township and share 
your ideas for possible ventures. Perhaps 
we can partner with you to further 
develop the great sense of community 
that we all enjoy. Every program we offer 
started with an idea, let’s hope that next 
idea is yours. 

  
   Jeff Seagraves, 
   township manager

Bocce Anyone?

Join us for the Board of Supervisors Meeting 
in the Park on Wednesday June 7, 2017



My fellow Supervisors and I would like 
to take this opportunity to share with you 
some information and comments. 

This is our fifth year with the Junior 
Supervisor position and it has become 
so popular that we now have two Junior 
Supervisors. 

Danielle Berkowitz 
is a senior at Rustin 
where she is the 
Yearbook Editor 
and participates 
in BBYO, a Jewish 
Youth Group. 
Danielle works at Justice clothing store 
and is considering studying Political 
Science in college. Danielle felt that the 
Junior Supervisor position would allow 
her to see Government at work. “So far I 
have learned about the procedures used 
in local government and how connected 
to the community everyone in local 
government is.” said Berkowitz.

Joseph Kephart is a senior at Rustin High 
School and works at PJ Whelihans. He 
is considering Drexel University or Penn 
State to study Architecture. Kephart 

wanted to get 
involved in his 
community so 
working as a 
Junior Supervisor is ideal. In this position 
Joe has learned that “it is important to 
familiarize yourself with meeting reports 
and agendas so that you know what will 
be covered at a Township meeting.”

JP, Sheri and I are enjoying working with 
these young leaders. 

We would like to thank everyone at 
Grace Winery for their warm hospitality 
in February as they hosted the annual 
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner located 
on Sweetwater Rd. This year was special; 
we presented the very first Mark Kelly 
Volunteer of the Year Award to George 
Morley. George has been a volunteer 
in several different positions since 1968. 
If you see George around town, please 
thank him and congratulate him! 

In closing, have a wonderful Spring, and 
we will see you around town! 

 Jim Raith, Chairman 
 board of supervisors 

Board Chairman Letter

December 7, 2016

• The purchase of line striping 

equipment from Asphalt Direct, at a 

cost of $4,000.00, was approved.

January 18, 2017

• Resolution 2017- 5, authorizing 

the Township Engineer to forward 

the Application for County Aid, for 

Stormwater & Resurfacing projects, to 

the Delaware County Council for their 

consideration, was approved.

• Appointed Jeffrey Seagraves as 

Thornbury Township Alternate 

Open Records Officer for 2017, as 

determined by the Pennsylvania Office 

of Open Records.

RECENT BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS ACTIONS

PARK & REC PAINT NIGHT
AT GRACE WINERY
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Mark your calendar for the Environmental Advisory Committee spring events. Most 
events are held outdoors in our wonderful Township parks. Maps of our trail system are 
available at the Township. 
Grab a map and get outside. 
In addition, we want to extend 
a big thanks to the Glen Mills 
School students that helped 
clear the Quarry ruins on the 
Luckenbach Trail.
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Environmental Advisory Committee

Saturday May 6, 2017
Bonner Park Historic Hike
Hike the rails and trails in Bonner with 
two local historians. Learn about turn of 
the century quarry operations, the Old 
Grist Mill (located on Creek Rd), and 
local industry from the 18th and 19th 
centuries in Glen Mills. Approximately 
one hour. Enjoy a picnic lunch, too!
Place Bonner Park Locksley Road parking lot

Time 11:00am

September 2017
Bird Watching Hike
Watch for details in the next newsletter. 
Lead by our own Thornbury Township 
Birder, John Mercer. 

Saturday, March 11, 2017
First Trail Clearing of 2017
Place Cheyney Post Office

Time 9:00am

Saturday April 8, 2017
Water Shed/Storm Water Seminar 
Presented by Vail Ryan of the Master 
Watershed Program and the Penn State 
Extension. Learn about watersheds and 
how to protect and maintain our water 
supply. The first ten residents to sign up 
get free rain barrels for their homes. Call 
Sue 610-399-8383 ext. 109 or register on 
our website, www.thornbury.org 
Place Township Meeting Room

Time 11:00am to 12:00pm

Clean Streams in Thornbury Township

TIPS FOR
YARD SALE SAFETY

From Our Community Safety Officer, 

Bob Kephart

Just some common-sense reminders so 

that everyone has a safe and successful 

sale. Remember your safety is more 

important than your sale.

• Greet Everyone: Say hello to everyone 

who walks up and make sure they know 

you have seen them.

• Keep Watch: Do not go inside or leave 

merchandise or a cash box unattended.

• Do not accept large bills

• Team Up: Negotiating a price is a major 

distraction. Someone could try to get 

into the house while you are busy with 

a buyer. 

• Display the more expensive things in or 

near the garage.

• Lock all of the house doors: Double 

check the ones that are out of sight, like 

the sliders out back or the front door. 

Have your keys on you.

• Don’t let anyone into your home: Your 

bathroom is not a public restroom.

• Keep your cell phone on you at all times.

• Don’t leave children unattended and 

keep your pets inside.

• Inform the police if you have seen 

something or someone suspicious.

Planning your summer vacation? You will probably be somewhere on the water or near the water. 

Recreation depends on clean water. Millions of Americans enjoy recreation around water, whether 

it is a picnic by a lake, fishing at a stream, kayaking on a river, or swimming in the ocean. 

Pollution in the water can be a threat to 

our health and the health of our family and 

friends. Clean water in streams and wetlands 

means cleaner water downstream where we 

live, work, and play. Consider that each year 

about 33 million Americans go fishing and 

about 19 million people go paddling in kayaks, 

canoes, rafts, or standup paddleboards. 

Visit www.epa.gov to learn more.

DO YOUR PART TO 
PROMOTE CLEAN STREAMS:
• Pick up and properly dispose of pet waste

• Use a commercial car wash

• Maintain your vehicle so it does not leak oil

• Redirect your downspouts to grassy areas or 

a rain barrel to lessen the amount of storm 

water leaving your property and eroding 

nearby stream banks

20th Annual CRC Streams Cleanup
EARTH DAY
Saturday, April 22
Time 9:00am–11:30am

CRC Family Fun Picnic
Ridley Creek State Park

Time 11:30am–

 1:30pm
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Parks & Recreation Events
ABOUT OUR PARKS:
LOCATIONS AND FEATURES

Thornbury Township boasts five 
public parks. We invite you to enjoy!

Barrett's Meadow
30 acres at Creek & Tanguy Roads 

Walk the trail and enjoy 
the naturally occurring 
wild flowers in the 
spring and summer.

Bonner Park
65 acres on Blossom Hill Road

Visit the historic Frazer 
Ruins and an old, 
unused quarry. Enjoy 
plenty of good hiking.

Martin Park
45 acres on Stony Bank Road

Home to our Annual 
Fishing Derby. Enjoy 
plenty of walking, 
picnicking, and fishing.

Palmer Arboretum
21 acres on Brinton Lake Road

Climb on the 
giant adirondack chairs, 
play hopscotch, walk 
trails, enjoy a picnic.

Thornbury Park
56 acres at Glen Mills & Thornton Roads

Home to many of 
our Township events. 
Enjoy scenic walking 
and running paths, 
basketball and tennis 
courts, playground 
equipment, the pavilion, 
and much more. 

Comments or questions:
Contact Susan Daudert 

at 610.399.8383 x101 or 

susan@thornbury.org.
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Saturday, April 8, 2017 
(Rain Date is April 15)

Easter Egg Hunt and 
Decorated Egg Contest
Hunt for filled eggs and 
compete in the Decorated Egg Contest to 
win a prize Must be a Township resident 
to compete. Lite refreshments served.
Place  Thornbury Park

Time 11:00am

Saturday, April 22, 2017 
EARTH DAY Township Clean Up 
and E-Waste Collection
Calling all volunteers! Please help us 
celebrate Earth Day by volunteering to 
clean up the Township roads. Pick up 
your assignments in the lower lot (by the 
tennis courts). E-Waste Collection in the 
upper parking lot. Please stay in your car 
while trained staff unloads. 
Place Thornbury Park 

Time 9:00am–12:00pm

Saturday, April 29, 2017 (Rain or Shine)

Township Yard Sale Day 
We advertise—you sell! All you have to 
do is put your items for sale out for the 
buyers. Register your address with the 
Township (on line or call) and get on the 
Map of Yard Sales, available on line and 
at Thornbury Park for all bargain hunters. 
Check out Yard Sale Safety article on p4.
Place Your driveway

Time 8:00am–12:00pm (advertised)

Saturday, May 6, 2017
NYC Bus Trip
Bus departs and returns to the Township 
Building. You are free to do as you please 
in NYC!
Place Township Building

Time 8:00am–8:00pm

Cost $35.00

Saturday May 13, 2017
5th Annual Dog Show
This competition is 
getting fierce for some of 
our residents. Bring the 
VIP of your family out to 
compete. Support local 
vendors and shop for 
your “best friend!” Register online. 
Place Thornbury Park

Time 2:00pm–4:00pm 

Cost $5.00 registration fee

Monday, May 29, 2017
Memorial Day Observed
The Memorial Day ceremony is an 
excellent opportunity to pay your respects 
to the men and women who have paid 
the ultimate sacrifice for our freedoms. 
Refreshments will be served.
Place Thornbury Park

Time 12:00pm

Mondays & Wednesdays
Yoga in the Park
Begins May 31, 2017. Please bring your 
own mat.
Place Thornbury Park Pavilion

Time 7:00pm 

Cost Free!

Saturday, June 3, 2017
4th Annual Founder’s Day
Our community is worth celebrating! 
Games, food, live music and fireworks!
Place Thornbury Park

Time 5:00pm–9:00pm

The “Senior 
Champion” from our 
2016. Show. Photo 
by Dave Milowicki.

New 
Bocce Ball 

Court!

FOUNDER’S
DAY 

Saturday, 
June 3, 2017
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Culp Sketch Plan, 420 Thornton Rd.: The plan 

proposes to subdivide a 5 acre lot into 2 lots. 

Discussion began at the Dec. 2016 meeting in 

which accessing the rear lot and sight distance 

was discussed.

Fraley, Prelim./Final Minor Subdivision, 430 

Glen Mills Rd.: The plan proposes to subdivide 

9.41 acres into 3 residential lots. Plans were 

received in Nov. 2016 and discussion began at 

the January, 2017 meeting.

Walton Lane (aka Black Bell Farm) Final 

Subdivision & Land Dev. Plan, 594 Cheyney 

Rd: The plan proposes a 15 lot residential 

subdivision on 23.69 acres, adjacent to 

Thornbury Park. Preliminary plans were 

recommended for approval at the March 2016 

meeting. At the Sept. meeting final plans 

regarding street widening, tree buffering, and 

open space markers were discussed. Revised 

final plans were received in December.

Crane Tract, Preliminary Plan, Major 

Subdivision, 105 Stoney Bank Rd.: The plan 

proposes to subdivide 55 acres into 24 lots with 

single-family homes. The property consists of 

2 contiguous parcels separated by Stoney Bank 

Road. Discussion began May, 2013. Revised 

plans were discussed at the September and 

November 2016 meeting regarding sight 

distance, stormwater calculations, road profile 

adjustments, Lot 20’s septic system, a retaining 

wall, emergency access, and additional parking 

at the development’s entrance. 

Polnerow Land Development Plan, 26 

Westtown Rd.: This plan proposes a large barn. 

Discussion began at the May 2016 meeting. 

Once the applicant obtains a recommendation 

from the Township Historic Committee and 

provides additional engineering information, 

discussion will resume. 

Planning Commission

The change in season is always a great time to perform maintenance and inspections of your sewer and 

septic systems. Spring is no exception. Septic and grinder pump systems need to be monitored to ensure 

that they work properly throughout their service lives. When these systems are properly maintained 

and operated, they effectively reduce or eliminate most human health or environmental threats posed 

by pollutants in household wastewater. Avoid allowing strong chemicals, oils, diapers, plastics etc. from 

entering your onsite and pump systems. Before an issue arises due to harsh temperatures, it may be 

best to contact your service providers about any recommended preventative maintenance or back-up 

devices that may be available. For those with E/One grinder pumps, we suggest checking out www.

eone.com for monitoring and maintenance information or calling an authorized service representative. 

Site Specific Design is listed as the service provider for Eastern Pennsylvania. Their number is (800)295-

8853. Please be sure to limit your water usage as much as possible if you are on grinder pump system 

and there’s a power outage. The tank does have storage capacity but it is only adequate for the short 

term. E/One suggests using an alarm panel with a Remote Sentry Module and generator receptacle. The 

Remote Sentry Module runs on battery so it can alert you to high tank levels when the power is out. If 

you haven’t taken advantage of the infrastructure already in place in the sewer districts, it may be a 

good time to revisit this decision. The Sewer Committee is an advisory committee that wants to serve 

the needs of the residents of Thornbury Township. We invite residents to attend our meetings if they are 

interested in public sewer for their homes or if they have any other sewer or onsite system inquiries. 

Sewer Committee 

All residents are invited to attend meetings held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 7:00pm.

Subdivision and Land Development Updates:
RUSTIN HIGH SCHOOL 

“POST PROM”

Post Prom is a much-anticipated, all-night, 

alcohol-free, drug-free, tobacco-free event 

immediately following the senior prom, 

which is free to students. Prom night is 

one of the riskiest nights in the life of a 

teenager. Post Prom keeps the students 

safe! As Dr. Marano said, “The fact that last 

year, well over 90% of students attended 

the Post Prom is the best indicator of its 

value. Not only is this a safe activity, it is an 

unbelievable opportunity for the seniors 

to connect with their friends and for the 

parents and teachers to have another 

positive interaction with them.” This Rustin 

tradition is provided by the many hours of 

creative thinking, planning and working 

by parent volunteers. Whether your child 

is a freshman, sophomore, junior or senior, 

please consider volunteering. It always 

turns out to be a lot of unexpected fun! 

E-mail Kelley at rustinpostprommail@

gmail.com. Prom is May 19, 2017.

CHARITY MILES 
WALK & RUN TRACKER

This health and fitness app tracks the 

miles that you walk or run and then 

donates to the charity that is important 

to you. Just download the app and start 

walking and earning money for your 

favorite charity. It couldn’t be more simple. 

Open the app before you walk the dog. 

Turn the tv off and take a walk with the 

kids. Go to Thornbury Park and and walk 

the trail or hike Bonner or Martin Parks. 

Good for you. Good for your charity!

Visit www.charitymiles.org.



“When the well is dry, we will know the worth of water” – Ben Franklin

When our area was first settled… two of the most important aspects of survival were food 
and shelter. Precious seeds were brought from Europe as there was no source for the 
needed crops. Today, Burpee and other companies offer varieties and quantities of seeds 
that would boggle our ancestor’s minds. Shelter had to be gleaned from the forests and 
fields, through hard physical labor. No power tools, no Home Depot, no drone deliveries 
from Amazon. Shelter has evolved from caves, tents, barns, log cabins and rapidly 
progressed to houses as we know them. 

These changes were a result of our ability 
to adapt; knowing if we did not our future 
would be difficult at best.

In the mid 1960’s the demolition of 
the beautiful original Penn Station, gave 
rise to the architectural preservation 
movement in the United States. New laws 
were passed to restrict such demolitions 
and those laws brought about Historic 
Resource Preservation ordinances. 

On June, 19 1996 Resolution No. 6 of 
1996 the Thornbury Board of Supervisors 
created our Historical Commission. Our Commission’s tasks are to recommend, to the 
Supervisors, how to preserve and promote our rich historical past and work hand in hand 
with the owners and protectors of our 204 Historic Resource Properties with their 488 
associated resources. 

After Penn station was demolished it was realized that unless this nation adapts its 
thinking toward logical preservation practices, those first shelters and subsequent 
improving ones, along with their level of importance to our lives, would be lost forever. 
To not adapt would erase our heritages and that was not an option… 

w w w . t h o r n b u r y . o r g  •  s p r i n g  2 0 1 7

Historical Commission Letter
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SAVE THE DATE
SPRING 2017

Sunday, March 12, 2017
Day light savings time begins 
Advance your clock one hour. 

Thornbury Historical Society’s 
31th Annual Pancake Breakfast
Saturday, April 8, 2017
All you can eat pancakes, 
scrambled eggs, bacon, 
sausage, coffee, tea and 
juice. Tickets sold at the door.
Time 8:00am–10:30am

Place Glen Mills Schools

Cost Adult $10.00 

 Children 10 and under: $5.00

Saturday, April 22, 2017
Shredding Event
Shred all of your unnecessary 

important documents.

Place Township Building

Time 10:00am–12:00pm

Thursday, April 27, 2017
Blood Drive
Join your neighbors to help those in need!

Place Township Building

Time 10:00am–3:00pm

Above: 
Penn Station 1911

Left: Penn Station 
1911 Waiting Room

Coming soon to our website is the compilation of 27 interviews of present and past 
residents documenting our wonderful history. This rich archive documents how the 
landscape transitioned from a rural agrarian setting to the residential community that we 
know today. The interviews are heart-felt and moving. The Board of Supervisors approved 
and supported the project. It was organized and produced by the Historical Commission 
in association with the Thornbury Historical Society. Recording and editing was 
performed by Interpretive Solutions, Inc. of Philadelphia. Visit www.thornbury.org. 

Oral History

DID YOU KNOW?

Information about places of interest in 

our area and their events can be found 

on www.thornbury.org. Simply hover 

over “Recreation” on the home page 

and then over “Places of Interest.” You 

can then view the web pages for area 

organizations such as: Rachel Kohl Library, 

Colonial PA Plantation, Lions Club, Rotary 

Club, and area schools and universities. 
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STAFF & OFFICIALS

Township Manager

Jeffrey T. Seagraves: 610.399.8383 x104

Licenses & Inspection

Susan Daudert: 610.399.8383 x101

Code Enforcement Officer

Tim Durham: 610.399.8383 x103

Public Works Lindsey Price: 610.399.8383 x106

Tax Collector Willard McMullin: 610.459.8475

WC Area School District: 484.266.1000

State Senator (9th District) 

Thomas Killion: 610.358.5183

State Representative (168th District) 

Chris Quinn: 610.325.1541

U.S. Representative (7th District)

Pat Meehan: 202.225.2011

U.S. Senators 

Pat Toomey: 202.224.4254

 Bob Casey, Jr.: 202.224.6324

District Justice

Honorable Wendy B. Roberts Esquire

District Court 32-2-49

Magisterial District Court 32-2-49

610.558.3605

BOARD MEETINGS

Board of Supervisors

1st & 3rd Wednesdays: 7:00pm

James Raith, Chairman

James Kelly, Vice Chairman

Sheri Perkins, Supervisor

Zoning Hearing Board

1st Monday (if needed): 7:00pm

Environmental Advisory Council

3rd Thursday: 7:00pm

Park & Recreation Board

4th Tuesday: 7:00pm

Historical Commission

3rd Tuesday: 7:00pm 

Planning Commission

2nd Wednesday: 7:00pm

Sewer Committee

4th Thursday: 7:00pm

CONTACT 
6 Township Drive, Cheyney, PA 19319

tel 610.399.8383 fax 610-399-3162

www.thornbury.org

Mon through Fri, 8:30am – 4:30pm

THORNBURY TOWNSHIP, DELAWARE COUNTY
c a l e n d a r ,  m e e t i n g s  a n d  c o n t a c t s
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The new and improved library is open to the public. 

After a month of remodeling, the doors are open—

so visit today! 


