Council Work Session
April 6, 2016
Council Chambers
The regular monthly Work Session of Newtown Borough Council was called to order at 5:30 P.M. on Wednesday, April 6, 2016, by President of Council Robert Walker.
Present were Councillors Walker, Grunde-McLaughlin, King, McDermott, Gusty and Warren; Mayor Swartz; Solicitor Bolla; and Engineer Canales.
Mr. Bolla announced that effective April 1, 2016, McNamara, Bolla & Panzer merged with High Swartz and he is now Senior Counsel.  He looks forward to a great relationship and added resources.
Amendments to the Agenda 
There were no amendments to the agenda
Public to Be Heard
Resident Christine Edmonds is assisting a Council Rock student with his project called the Reel Life Community Challenge.  It started with the idea for a video about how wonderful life is in the Newtown community.   The video launch will be celebrated at a Boots & Beer event, which will be held on April 29, 2016, at the American Legion Post on Linden Avenue.  Funds raised at this event will benefit the Travis Manion Foundation that assists veterans and families of the fallen.
Bob Feller, the owner of 119 N. State Street, discussed the gazebo that he was required to keep as part of the approval process for the Buckman development project.  Although the Joint Historic Commission deemed the gazebo a contributing structure within the Newtown Borough historic district, the existing gazebo is not the original gazebo, but a replica that was built after the historic one was demolished without permission.  This gazebo was reconstructed in 2010, but was poorly built and currently unsafe.  Mr. Feller has approached various people to locate it to a new place, but no one is interested because it is not in good condition, nor is it historic.  He is seeking Council's permission to demolish it and make a donation of $2500 to the Borough for community betterment.  He would also be willing to make his best efforts to move the gazebo and repair it, if a location could be found.  Mr. Walker suggested moving it to the Newtown Common, but Ms. Woldorf questioned it being too large for the space.  Councillor King suggested talking to the Joint Historic Commission and HARB about the issue. He agreed to take responsibility for those discussions and return to Council with a recommendation.
Steeple View Update – Allan Smith

Allan Smith reported that construction of the steel frame for the Phase I Steeple View project was scheduled to begin April 13, 2016.  He provided Council with an architect's vision of the building and noted that five units have already been sold and another retail lease is close to being signed. 
Mayor’s Report – Charles F. Swartz, III
       Bucks County Tour of Honor
       Mayor Swartz reported on the Bucks County Tour of Honor program, which enables

       World War II and Korean veterans to make a trip to Washington, DC on September

       26, 2016.  He asked Council to again support the project with a donation, as they did 
       last year.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor King, seconded by Councillor Gusty, and carried unanimously to donate $300 to the Bucks County Tour of Honor.
Special Event Applications
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin, seconded by Councillor McDermott, and carried unanimously to approve the Special Event Application for the Memorial Day Parade sponsored by the American Legion, Morrell Post #440, on May 30, 2016 beginning at 9 A.M.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor McDermott, seconded by Councillor Warren, and carried unanimously to approve the Special Event Application for the Pedestrian Safety Campaign activity on June 4, 2016 from 10 A.M. - 1 P.M.
Hiring of Part-time Police Officers
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Gusty, seconded by Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin, and carried unanimously to follow the recommendation of Mayor Swartz and Chief Anthony C. Wojciechowski and hire, at will, Tori M. Adams, Kaitlyn P. Falcone, Matthew J. Sands, and Christopher I. Pennington, as non-civil service part-time police officers, subject to the day-to-day supervision of Chief Wojciechowski or the officer in charge in the absence of Chief Wojciechowski, at a starting salary of $18.50 per hour, effective April 7, 2016.

Tori M. Adams, 28-year-old single male resides in Langhorne PA. He attended 
Council Rock North 
High School where he graduated in 2005. He attended 
West Chester University where he graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
criminal justice in 2013.  He received his Act 120 training at Montgomery County 
Police Academy in March of 2015.


Kaitlyn P. Falcone, a 23-year-old single female resides in Warrington PA. She 
attended Central Bucks South where she graduated in 2011. She also attended 
Newman University where she attained a Bachelor of Science degree in criminal 
justice in 2015. She received her Act 120 training at Montgomery County Police 
Academy where she graduated in 
2016. 


Matthew J. Sands, a 28-year-old single male resides in Quakertown PA.  He 
attended Palisades High School in Kintersville, PA.  He also attended Bucks 

County Community College and graduated with a Firefighter 1 degree in 2010.  
He received his Act 120 training at Allentown Police Academy where he 
graduated in 
2014. 


Christopher I. Pennington, a 28-year-old male who is single and resides in 
Quakertown, PA. He attended Council Rock South where he graduated in 2005. 
He attended Bucks County Community College and received an Associate Degree 
in Criminal Justice in 2014. He received his Act 120 training at Montgomery 
County Police Academy where he graduated in 2011.

Mayor Swartz reported that the Newtown Borough Business Group reorganized and the newly formed group will be known as the Newtown Mercantile Group.  Carol Richardson was elected president.

Engineer’s Report – Mario Canales
       Main Municipal Parking Lot Update
· A motion was duly made by Councillor King, seconded by Councillor Gusty, and carried unanimously to approve Change Order #1 for the Main Municipal Parking Lot Project in the amount of $5815 to cover additional concrete.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Gusty, seconded by Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin, and carried unanimously to approve Change Order #2 for the Main Municipal Parking Lot Project in the amount of $2970.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Gusty, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously to authorize payment #1 to Bray Brothers, Inc. in the amount of $125,756 for the Main Municipal Parking Lot Project.
Centre Avenue Project Update
Mr. Canales reported that the Centre Avenue resurfacing project requires PennDOT approval, since it is a Liquid Fuels project.  A May 1, 2016 start date is anticipated and the road will be posted and the neighbors notified. 
Steeple View Escrow Release #3 Discussion

The engineer recommends approving Escrow Release #3 for the Steeple View Project and it will be placed on the Council agenda next for approval.

Crack Sealing Project

The Borough has contracted for crack sealing of various Borough streets. The work is scheduled for April 28-29, 2016, weather permitting.  
Phillips Court Escrow Release Discussion

Mr. Canales reported completion of the Phillips Court project and the developer has requested closeout of their escrow account. The Engineer is recommending two separate releases, once the required documents are signed by the developer. 
Budget & Finance – Perry Warren
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Gusty, and carried unanimously, to approve the Professional Services Invoices for the month of February 2016.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Gusty, seconded by Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin, and carried unanimously to approve Resolution 04-06-2016 authorizing application to the Pennsylvania Municipal Assistance Program to reimburse for floodplain ordinance expenses totaling $4,500, which will require a 50% match.
Councillor Warren reported that the Borough might be eligible to receive full, partial and/or no reimbursement for expenses incurred in a 48-hour period during the severe snowstorm this winter. He will attend a meeting on April 11, 2016, to learn more details about the possible reimbursement.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor McDermott, and carried unanimously to authorize pursuing the FEMA/PEMA Snow Assistance Grant.
Personnel Committee – Kevin McDermott

Mr. McDermott reminded the public that there are two openings on the Environmental Advisory Council, two openings on the Human Relations Commission, one opening on the Shade Tree Commission and volunteers needed for the Ad Hoc Traffic Committee.
Streets, Lights & Properties – Robert Walker & Chris Gusty
Councillor Gusty reported that the next phase of the lighting project is the Investment Grade Audit.  The cost for it is a percentage of the total project, which is anticipated to be approximately $65,000.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Gusty, seconded by Councillor Warren, and carried unanimously to approve Keystone Lighting Systems as the Borough's consultant through the Investment Grade Audit phase of the lighting project at a cost of approximately $1600.
Pothole Repairs
The Borough has contracted with Patch Management for pothole repairs.  The process has a 90-day guarantee and the charge is $1800 for the day.
Traffic & Parking Management Committee – Tara Grunde-McLaughlin
Pedestrian Safety Campaign
Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin reported that the Pedestrian Safety Campaign will be held on June 4, 2016.  The Traffic Committee met with members of the Newtown Mercantile Group who expressed interest in the project.  The Newtown Business Association is willing to put promotional information in their Welcome Day bags.  Mr. Walker suggested emphasizing the pedestrian issue around the Steeple View project on South State Street and reminding the public not to walk in the street.
Solicitor’s Report – William Bolla
In consideration of the proposed ordinance, Mr. Bolla noted Exhibit #1, proof of publication and Exhibit #2, proof of filing with the Bucks County Law Library.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor King, seconded by Councillor McDermott, and carried unanimously to adopt Ordinance #747 designating a handicapped parking space at 339 S. Lincoln Avenue.
Trans-Pacific Trade Deal Resolution
Solicitor Bolla reviewed the proposed Trans-Pacific Trade Deal Resolution that was sent to Newtown Borough by Tullytown and reported that it appears to be a political football.  Mr. Walker suggested doing nothing at this point and waiting for more facts on the issue.  Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin agreed with Mr. Bolla and felt that it is a complicated issue and suggested that individual residents could contact their representatives.
Zoning Hearing Board Application Review

Mr. Bolla reviewed the Zoning Hearing Board application for 114 S. State Street and felt that changing the use on the first floor to retail is complimentary to the Steeple View project, with a residence on the second floor. He would suggest Council take no action on the application.
Environmental Advisory Council – Perry Warren 
Rails to Trails
Councillor Warren reported that Paul Gordon was in attendance representing the Bucks County Planning Commission for the Rails to Trails project.  A maintenance budget was circulated to Council and a public fundraising effort is helping raise funds for the maintenance, which would include mowing, weeding, and trash removal.  Mr. Gordon noted that the County would lease the property from SEPTA, which eliminates the Borough's liability.  When questioned about policing of the trail, Mr. Gordon noted that it is usually the responsibility of the municipality.  When President Walker asked about the possible use of the park service, Mr. Gordon said that idea could be considered.  The Mayor raised the question of parking for people using the trail and Mr. Gordon said the paving could be considered during the design phase of the project.  The County is looking for Council's support of the Resolution in order to move forward with the next stage of the project.  Councillor Gusty asked if the trails are all paved and Mr. Gordon responded that some are paved, some are dirt, some are crushed stone and some are a combination of materials.  Christine Edmonds is excited and feels the paved trails would encourage her to ride more, as she would feel safer than riding on the road.  Resident Sue Bannon supported the rails to trails project and felt it would be a great addition to the neighborhood.  Ken Boyle, a Lower Makefield resident, complimented the Borough in taking a leadership role on this project. Councillor Gusty noted that a large number of people offered to support the maintenance costs with donations, but he would suggest adding it to the budget if the project moves forward.  Mr. Bolla will review the lease and amend the Resolution to address contingencies, with possible approval at next week's Council meeting.
Old Business
Demolition by Neglect

Councillor King spoke to New Hope and Yardley Boroughs regarding their ordinances on Demolition by Neglect, which are essentially the same as Newtown Boroughs.  He also spoke to Cory Kegerise at the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission who suggested some alternatives.  Councillor King will provide Council with some ways to strengthen the Borough's ordinance at the May Work Session.
Secretary Interviews
President Walker reported that the Borough received 65 resumes for the secretarial position and interviews will be scheduled next week.

Arbor Day

Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin reminded the public of the Arbor Day celebration to be held on April 22, 2016 and encouraged attendance at the event.
New Business
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor McDermott, and carried unanimously to waive the Special Event Fee for the Pedestrian Safety Campaign.
Public to be Heard
Julia Woldorf reported that the Newtown Common Kick-Off Meeting was held on March 24th and she spent several hours with the design team on both sides of the Creek.
Newtown Coalition Creek Clean-up will be held on April 23, 2016 and water quality testing is scheduled for May 7, 2016.  Bucks County Community College is taking the lead for on-going water testing at several locations, including behind the George School, by the dam, at Newtown Common and at Hidden Lake.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Marcia M. Scull
Borough Secretary
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