Council Work Session
August 5, 2015
Council Chambers
The regular monthly Work Session of Newtown Borough Council was called to order at 5:30 P.M. on Wednesday, August 5, 2015, by Vice-President of Council Lawrence Auerweck.  
Present were Councillors Auerweck, Grunde-McLaughlin, King, and Warren; Solicitor Bolla and Engineer Canales.  Councillors Gusty and Walker and Mayor Swartz were excused.
Amendments to the Agenda
There were no amendments to the agenda.
Public to Be Heard 
Carl Forsyth, representing the Newtown Fire Association, requested permission to hang a banner advertising the Newtown Beer Fest on September 19, 2015.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to approve hanging the Newtown Fire Association's Newtown Beer Fest banner from August 19, 2015-September 19, 2015.
Steeple View Update – Allan Smith
Allan Smith showed Council a drawing of the proposed Steeple View Phase II project, noting several changes from the previously presented plan.  Mr. Smith said that the engineer incorporated above ground parking changes to accommodate retail shoppers who typically do not like underground parking.  He proposes that the building behind the piazza would have a rooftop deck where the Mayor could make announcements and the front of the building would have a 15' x 30' screen for viewing events.  If a skating rink is installed, it would affect the placement of trees, so these are issues to be discussed with the Planning Commission and with Council.  
Engineer’s Report – Mario Canales

South Lincoln Avenue Repairs
· Engineer Canales reported that the Borough signed the contracts for the South Lincoln Avenue project, which he will submit to PennDOT for approval. Mr. Canales expects the work to begin in September with an approximate 1-1 1/2 week timeframe for completion. Mr. Canales mentioned the estimate from Scott's All Seasons for base repair on South Lincoln Avenue at a cost of $7830.  
Budget & Finance – Chris Gusty & Perry Warren

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to approve the Professional Services Invoices for the month of June 2015
The Treasurer asked Mr. Warren to report that she will be sending out the 2016 budget requests by the end of the week.

Environmental Advisory Council - Perry Warren

Councillor Warren reported that the EAC committee would like to pursue the Rails to Trails program and asked that the Bucks County Planning Commission make a presentation to Council about the plan.  Councillor King asked if there was data regarding access issues since residents voiced concern in the past about people walking behind their homes. Ms. Woldorf, a member of EAC, said that the non-profit group that made the presentation to EAC reported that the concern has been raised, but it has not been an issue. The suggestion was to have the presentation at the September Council Meeting.

Solicitor’s Report – William Bolla

Newtown Common Grant Project

Solicitor Bolla completed the wording for the deed restriction for the Newtown Common and will forward it to Ms. Woldorf. In addition, he will follow-up about with the title company on the quote for the title search and Councillor Warren hopes to make a decision on the title search at the Council meeting on Tuesday.
Portable Sign Ordinance
Mr. Bolla reminded Council that the Zoning Officer made suggested changes to the section of the proposed portable sign ordinance regarding banners/flags and he asked Council to review those changes before next week's Council meeting.  
Old Business
There was no new business.
New Business
Council received a packet of information from Borough resident Del Purscell regarding possible adoption of a Property Maintenance Code.  He offered to discuss his concerns with Council and the Secretary will contact him about attending the September Work Session.
Public to be Heard

Julia Woldorf voiced concern that Council Chambers would not be large enough for those planning to attend the Planning Commission's meeting on August 31, 2015.  President Walker will be asked to make a decision on where to hold the meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:10 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Marcia M. Scull
Borough Secretary
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