Council Meeting

December 11, 2012
Chancellor Center
President Robert Walker called the regular semi-monthly meeting of Newtown Borough Council to order at 7:00 P.M. on Tuesday, December 11, 2012.  Mr. Walker asked those in attendance to join him in a moment of silence, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Present:  Councillors Auerweck, Burke, King, Machion, Walker and Warren; Mayor Dennis O’Brien, Acting Solicitor James McNamara.
Mr. Walker introduced James McNamara who was substituting for Solicitor William Bolla, who was attending a charity event.

Mayor’s Report – Dennis O’Brien
· Police Report for November 2012
Mayor O’Brien reported that several roving DUI details, funded by the State, were conducted, with 3 DUI arrests made and numerous warnings and citations issued.
· Recognition
Mayor O’Brien thanked Harry and Becky Betz, Ted Schmidt and Joe Bauder for the holiday decorations on State Street. In addition, the Mayor thanked Dave Callahan, Charlie Lewis and the Newtown Fire Company for the Santa House and Christmas tree.
· Special Event Reminders
First Night Newtown – December 31, 2012, with various fundraisers being held for the event.
Amendments to the Agenda
Mr. Walker added to the agenda the authorization for President of Council to sign a contract.
Public to be Heard
There was no one from the public who wished to be heard at this time.
Engineer’s Report
· South Elm Avenue Resurfacing Project
Mr. Walker noted that the project came in $2,025 under budget.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Machion, and carried unanimously to approve payment to Kehoe Construction, Inc., in the amount of $35,999.45, upon receipt of the 12-month maintenance bond for the South Elm Avenue Resurfacing Project.
Presentation of Minutes
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor Burke, and carried unanimously, to approve the November 13, 2012, Council Work Session minutes.
COMMITTEE REPORT
Budget & Finance – Robert Walker & Charles Machion
Consolidated Report

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to accept, subject to audit, the consolidated expenditure report for the month of November 2012 totaling $112,062.18. 
2013 Proposed Budget

Mr. Machion referred to the budget handout for the proposed 2013 budget with an attached overview and general synopsis of revenues and expenditures from the General Fund.  The main expenditures are for the Police Department, insurance and workers compensation.  No new taxes were required for this budget.  Mr. Machion noted that one page of the handout is a breakout of how the real estate taxes are distributed, with most of the taxes going to Council Rock School District.  The next page is a breakout of the tax dollars and he said that the main source of the Borough’s income is the Earned Income Tax.  Council discussed the budget at numerous meetings, and based on those discussions Mr. Machion made a motion to approve the 2013 budget.  

Mr. Burke felt that it was important to point out what type of revenue the Borough receives and where it comes from.  He suggested that anyone from the public, who has questions, should review a copy of the budget handout, as it is an eye-opener to see that the Borough receives only 6% of the total real estate taxes that are collected. 
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to approve the Year 2013 Budget of $2,461,597. 
Year 2013 Tax Rate Ordinance

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to adopt Ordinance #731 setting the Tax Rate for Year 2013 as follows:  General Fund 6.25 Mills; Lighting Fund .5 Mill; Fire Tax Fund .875 Mills; Street Improvement Fund 1.125 Mills; Ambulance Fund .25 Mills; Earned Income Tax @ 1%; Realty Transfer Tax @ 1%; and Local Services Tax @ $52.00. 
Year 2013 Tax Ordinance Fixing Salaries

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor Warren, and carried unanimously, to adopt Ordinance #732 Fixing Salaries and other compensation for elected tax collector, auditor and Council appointees for Year 2013. 
Personnel Committee – John Burke

·  A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor Machion, and carried unanimously, to appoint Victor Cocozza to the Traffic Management Committee.  
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to appoint C. David Krewson to the Traffic Management Committee.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor Machion, and carried unanimously, to appoint Ralph Ippoliti to the Recreation Board for a 5-year term through December 31, 2017.
Gannet Fleming Contract

Mr. Warren noted that Council previously approved a contract with Gannet Fleming to prepare the Act 537 Plan.  The following motion would authorize the signing of that contract.

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Burke, and carried unanimously, to authorize the President of Council to sign the Gannet Fleming contract to update the Act 537 Plan.
Police Committee –Robert Walker & Charles Machion

Mr. Machion noted that Council discussed the Police Chief’s agreement at the Work Session and he then made the following motion.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously to approve the Police Chief’s Agreement for 2013.
Solicitor’s Report – James McNamara
Mr. McNamara announced that at the previous Council meeting, Council held a public hearing to discuss the proposed amendment to the Noise and Nuisance Ordinance. All exhibits were introduced at that time and Mr. McNamara then reopened the hearing asking if anyone wished to comment. Mr. Auerweck was still uncomfortable with proposed amendment and voiced concern that contractors would be unable to clear snow during certain hours and some of those contractors that could create a liability issue for them.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor King, and carried with Councillor Auerweck voting nay, to adopt Ordinance #729 amending the Newtown Borough Noise and Nuisance Ordinance to define additional exemptions.
Old Business
There was no old business

New Business
There was no new business.
Public to be Heard 
There was no one from the public who wished to be heard.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Marcia M. Scull

Borough Secretary
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