Council Work Session
December 4, 2013
Council Chambers
The regular monthly Work Session of Newtown Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. on Wednesday, December 4, 2013, by Vice-President of Council Lawrence Auerweck 
Present were Councillors Auerweck, Burke, King, Machion, and Warren; Mayor O’Brien; Solicitor McNamara and Engineer Canales. 
Amendments to the Agenda

There were no amendments to the agenda.
Public to be Heard
No one wished to be heard at this time
Engineer’s Report – Mario Canales

Mr. Canales reported that the crack sealing repairs would be postponed until Spring since the weather turned cold earlier than expected, but the price quoted will remain the same.
The design work for Greene and Liberty Streets is complete and Mr. Canales submitted the plans to DEP, PennDOT, and the Bucks County Conservation District to apply for permits.  He would prefer to have the permits before going out to bid.  
Mr. Canales received a copy of the PennDot highway occupancy permit for the Steeple View lights.  The recommendation would be to authorize the president of Council to sign the “applicant’s authorization for agent” and submit the application on behalf of the Borough.
Mr. Machion discussed the possibility of moving parking to the West side of Court Street from Penn to State Street to address parking concerns in that area.  Mr. Canales said a formal traffic study is not required, but he suggested an analysis of the area to consider the feasibility and that would cost approximately $600.  Mr. Burke suggested asking the neighbors in the area for their opinion before authorizing the engineering analysis.  Council agreed to contact the residents before moving forward.
2014 Fee Schedule – Lawrence Auerweck
Mr. Auerweck referenced proposed changes to the fee schedule but they made no decision at this time.
Handicapped Parking Space – Charles Machion

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor Burke, and carried unanimously, to approve a handicapped parking space at 115 Liberty Street. 
Budget & Finance – Robert Walker & Charles Machion
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor Warren, and carried unanimously, to accept the Professional Services invoices for the month of October 2013.
Environmental Advisory Council – Perry Warren & Robert King
Mr. Warren reported on the recent EAC meeting to discuss the various proposals and options for open space acquisition utilizing the Open Space grant funds that are available through 2014.  The discussion ultimately focused on the Delta School area and the Barclay Street area near the old mill.  Mr. King discussed the possible pocket park on State Street, but since there is a concern that open space funds could not be used because ADA requirements might prohibit use, he asked the Solicitor to look into the matter. 
Traffic Management Committee – Charles Machion

Mr. Machion reported that Allan Smith agreed to provide 30 additional permit parking spaces for David Witchell employees at the Old Stockburger showroom site.  The goal would be to move some of his 129 employees off the residential streets.  Mr. Witchell is also negotiating with George Stockburger for additional parking off Court Street.
Mr. Machion has not yet received all the costs for a temporary speed bump for Penn Street.  The residents signed a petition supporting a temporary speed bump and discussion will continue.

Solicitor’s Report – James McNamara
Mr. McNamara reported that the ordinance for the non-uniform pension plan was advertised for adoption at next week’s Council meeting.
With regard to Steeple View, Planner Tom Comitta submitted an amendment to the Traditional Neighborhood Development Ordinance that would separate the application requirements for conditional use from the more highly engineered plans for land development.  Mr. Burke asked if Planning Commission reviewed the proposed changes and Planning Commission member Warren Woldorf said that this was the first he had heard of it.  Mr. McNamara said he would forward the information to the Secretary, who will forward it to the Planning Commission.
The Smith land development does not require any action until March.
Old Business
Mr. Burke reminded Council to advise him of reappointments to various committees.
New Business
There was no new business.

Public to be Heard
There was no one who wished to be heard at this time.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Marcia M. Scull

Borough Secretary
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