Council Work Session
December 5, 2012
Council Chambers
The regular monthly Work Session of Newtown Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. on Wednesday, December 5, 2012, by President of Council Robert Walker. 
Present were Councillors Auerweck, Burke, King, Machion, Walker and Warren; Mayor O’Brien, Solicitor Bolla and Engineer Canales.  
Amendments to the Agenda

Mayor O’Brien added discussion of the Police Chief’s Contract to the agenda.
Public to be Heard
Shawn Ward, representing Phillips Court/Cologne Associates, discussed some outstanding issues related to the Phillips Court development.  Mr. Ward suggested the possibility of several changes to the previously approved sub-division plan, which Council would be required to re-approve if they decide to proceed with those changes.  Engineer Canales agreed with the proposed changes, considering that the areas in question already present difficulties for the residents backing up their vehicles, and if the previously approved plans were completed, it would create an even more difficult situation for the residents. Units 9 and 10 are under agreement with De Luca Builders, but the completion of the punch lists items are still the responsibility of Mr. Tyrol/Cologne Associates.  Mr. Ward voiced concern that the Zoning Officer would not issue building permits for those two units until the other matters were resolved.  Mr. Bolla, Mr. Canales and the Zoning Officer will discuss the issue.
Engineer’s Report – Mario Canales

Engineer Canales reported that the contractor for the South Elm Avenue paving project submitted his request for final payment.  The project came in under budget by $2025 and Mr. Canales provided a written recommendation for payment approval.
Sign Ordinance Discussion – Mark Craig

Planning Commission Chair Mark Craig discussed several possible sign ordinance revisions with Council.  Approximately a year ago, business owners asked Council to consider sandwich boards.  The Planning Commission met with the Zoning Officer, who expressed safety and enforcement concerns with portable signs.  With regard to portable signs, the Commission wanted no signs with wheels, only freestanding signs.   In addition, the Commission suggested that decorative flags could include the wording “Sale” or “Open,” but no other wording and that flags might encourage business.  Businesses often request to hang banners, but only non-profit organizations can apply for banners. The Commission felt that banners, with Council approval, should be allowed on a temporary basis to acknowledge recognition of a major award for a business, but with restrictions on the size and to be hung no longer than 30 days. Mr. Walker reiterated that the Zoning Officer is not in favor of the A-frame signs, primarily because of safety concerns.  Mr. Craig said that when the Commission asked the Zoning Officer for specific examples of unsafe situations, Ms. Brown responded that she had never had experience with A-frame signs.  The Bucks County Planning Commission knew of no safety issues related to them, but Mr. Craig agreed that the signs must be anchored.  Mr. Burke knew of other communities with A-frame signs and as long as there are guidelines for size and securing them, he felt that it was a logical way of addressing the business communities request.  In response to Mr. Auerweck’s question about placement, Mr. Craig said that signs would be placed adjacent to the building and within ten feet of the entrance and he clarified that in order to prevent clutter, only one sign or banner would be allowed at a time.   Mr. Walker suggested approaching sign changes in phases, with flags and banner regulations handled first and the Planning Commission continuing to work out the details for portable signs.  Mr. Smith of Newtown Jewelers suggested designing a sign so that everyone applying for a portable sign would have the exact same design, which would make it easier for the Zoning Officer.  Michael Molloy voiced concern about creating an obstacle course and he mentioned the existing tables, chairs, benches, magazine racks, and umbrellas.  Mr. Walker said that Council would work with the merchants but they must be part of the solution.  
Wildlife Habitat Certification – Robert King

Mr. King reported that he completed the Wildlife Habitat Certification Application but after speaking with the National Wildlife Federation, he found that municipalities do not usually file these applications, so the Federation will provide him with additional information before formally filing.
SEPTA Lot Plans – John Burke

Mr. Burke discussed plans for the SEPTA lot and noted that the intent is to clean-up and visually improve the area.  A raised flowerbed for a community garden is another consideration.  In his plan, Ted Schmidt designed a small bridge to cover four rails that cross Old Skunky, because of concern about liability with youth crossing over them.  Mr. Burke doubted that SEPTA would agree to any type of bridge, and with regard to liability, he said that youth are crossing over those rails now.  
Budget & Finance – Robert Walker & Charles Machion
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor Burke, and carried unanimously, to approve the Professional Services invoices for the month of October 2012.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor Warren, and carried unanimously, to approve three additional personal days in 2013 for Non-Uniform Staff.
· Garage Lease with Newtown Hardware
The Borough has a license agreement with Newtown Hardware for garages and Mr. Walker noted that the new owners still maintain that agreement.  Although there has been no rent increase in 10 years, Mr. Walker recommended holding off any discussion of increasing rent for at least one year to give the new owners a chance to be successful.
Personnel Committee – John Burke

Mr. Burke reported that two people have applied for a position on the Traffic Management Committee and one has applied for the Recreation Board.  He asked that Council review the applications before the Council meeting next week. 
Streets, Lights & Properties – Robert Walker & Perry Warren

Although Mr. Walker raised the issue of purchasing an emergency generator at the last Work Session, he is inclined to hold off on any purchase at this time.  If necessary, the funds could come from Emergency Reserves next year, if Council decides to purchase a generator.
Solicitor’s Report – William J. Bolla
· Noise Ordinance

Council tabled the motion on a Noise Ordinance at the November Council meeting after residents from the Newtown Station Homeowners Association voiced concern about the proposed wording.  The Homeowners Association wants the ability to plow snow at any hour.  Other residents, because of noise concerns, want constraints on the hours during which snow can be plowed.  The proposed ordinance would permit clearing of snow [from 10 PM to 7 AM] when a municipal snow emergency is declared or an emergency declaration comes from the Governor of Pennsylvania.  Mr. Machion noted that the genesis of this issue came because contractors were doing secondary clearing of the sidewalks at 4 AM, not just the primary clearing.  In speaking to contractors for his homeowners association, Mr. Auerweck said they want to plow when they choose to, because if they are forced to wait until a specific hour, the snow could be deep, take longer to remove and the contractor said they might withdraw their services.  Hearing no other major concerns, Mr. Walker asked that the Ordinance be placed on next week’s Council agenda.

· Weed Ordinance

Mr. Bolla made a change to the Weed Ordinance clarifying that growth of 12” or more would require removal by the property owner.  It would give the Borough the ability to remove the overgrowth and take the property owner to court, if necessary.  Mr. Walker asked Council to review the draft ordinance, with further discussion at the January Work Session.
· Newtown Corporation By-Laws

Council received a copy of modified Newtown Corporation by-laws.  Mr. Bolla will ask for a current financial statement from the Newtown Corporation.  Newtown Borough Council must decide if they wish to agree to the proposed changes and further discussion will take place at the January Work Session.
Old Business

There was no old business.
New Business
Mayor O’Brien said that the Police Chief’s Agreement must be approved on an annual basis and he noted that the changes were minor, changing the effective date and adjusting his salary to the 4% increase being received by the Full-Time Officers, as per the last year of their 4-year contract.  Formal approval of the agreement will take place at the Council meeting.
Public to be Heard
No one wished to be heard at this time.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Marcia M. Scull

Borough Secretary
ATTENDEES

Julia & Warren Woldorf

Ted Schmidt

Jeff Werner



The Advance
Paul Salvatore

Bill Smith

Shawn Ward

John McGrath

Mike Molloy

Mark Craig

Council Work Session

December 5, 2012

Page 1 of 4

