Council Work Session
February 3, 2016
Council Chambers
The regular monthly Work Session of Newtown Borough Council was called to order at 5:30 P.M. on Wednesday, February 3, 2016, by President of Council Robert Walker.  
Present were Councillors Grunde-McLaughlin, Gusty, King, McDermott, Walker and Warren; Mayor Swartz, Solicitor Bolla and Engineer Canales.  
Amendments to the Agenda
There were no amendments to the agenda.
Public to Be Heard
There was no one who wished to be heard at this time.
Steeple View Update - Allan Smith
Allan Smith reported that work is progressing with Phase I and he hopes to come before the Planning Commission with plans for Phase II in the near future.  A portion of the sidewalk must be closed during the construction process for Phase I and because State Street is a state road, PennDOT designated a pedestrian detour route.  Mr. Smith noted that in order to support the building 240 holes will be dug and filled with aggregate.  Since that work will create vibrations, Mr. Canales asked that the Borough be given written confirmation that the vibrations will not cause damage to surrounding structures, like the Sedia house.  
Mayor's Report - Charles F. Swartz, III

Special Event Application
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously to approve the Special Event Application for Arbor Day on April 29, 2016, to be held at the Brian S. Gregg Memorial Park from 10 AM - Noon.
Part-Time Police Officer
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Gusty, seconded by Councillor Warren, and carried unanimously to follow the recommendation of Mayor Swartz and Chief Anthony C. Wojciechowski and hire, at will, Joseph B. Zuchero, as a non-civil service part-time police officer, subject to the day-to-day supervision of Chief Wojciechowski or the officer in charge in the absence of Chief Wojciechowski, at a starting salary of $18.50 per hour, effective February 4, 2016.

Joseph B. Zuchero is 28 years old, married and a resident of Fairless Hills, PA.  Mr. Zuchero 
attended Harry S. Truman High School in Levittown, PA where he graduated in 2005. Mr.
Zuchero attended Bucks County Community College, where he graduated with an 
Associates Degree in Science in 2007.  He also attended Holy Family University where he 
graduated with a Bachelors Degree in 2009.  Mr. Zuchero received his Act 120 training at 
Temple Police Academy where he graduated in 2009.  He is presently employed with the 
Bucks County Park Rangers.
Snow Emergency Issues
Mayor Swartz reported that some residents were unclear about the removal of cars on Snow Emergency Routes, as they thought removal was triggered only by a Snow Emergency Declaration by the Mayor.   He clarified that the Snow Ordinance requires that there is no parking on Snow Emergency Routes when there is any snow and/or ice accumulation, regardless of a Snow Emergency being declared.  In addition, the requirement is to clear sidewalks after the snow stops. During declaration of a Snow Emergency non-essential vehicles are requested to remain off the roadways entirely.  Councillor King reported that residents at the east end of Centre Avenue contacted him about parking issues in that area and they plan to attend the Council meeting next week to discuss those concerns.
Engineer’s Report – Mario Canales
Road Inventory
Engineer Canales will make a presentation at the March council meeting on the Road Inventory that was recently completed, but he discussed a brief overview at this time.  All 8.8 miles of Borough roads were visually inspected and the report includes a traffic analysis.  Mr. Canales also spoke to the Police Chief for his input on which roads are considered high, medium and low traffic.  The computer-generated report includes a maintenance section for the roads and he noted that most of the Borough roads fall within the low to no maintenance needed category.  The last section of the report includes recommendations based on the engineer's visual observations of the roads.  Cost estimates are included in the road inventory report but do not include pavements markings, handicapped ramp upgrades, curb or drainage work.  President Walker noted that the objective of this report was to improve Council's management of its infrastructure.
Centre Avenue Handicapped Ramps
Letters were sent to the property owners on Centre Avenue who will be affected by the replacement of handicapped ramps during the Centre Avenue paving project. Those are the Friends Boarding Home, the Newtown Library, the Court Inn and the Bancroft residence.  Mr. Canales asked Council for authorization to advertize for bids for the project.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Gusty, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to authorize the Engineer to advertize for bids for the Centre Avenue paving project.
Escrow Release for Steeple View
Mr. Canales reviewed the Steeple View developer's request for an escrow release and recommended release of $153,675.20.  A motion will be made at next week's Council meeting for the release.
Bray Brothers Contract for Main Municipal Parking Lot Project
Mr. Canales reported that the contracts have been signed for the main municipal parking lot project and the contractor, weather permitting, plans to begin work February 29, 2016, with completion by the end of April.  A preconstruction meeting will be held on February 16, 2016 at 10 A.M.  Mayor Swartz plans 
to attend the meeting and will advise the business community of the plans.
Crack Sealing
AMS handled the crack-sealing project last year and they provided an estimate of $16 a galloon for this year.  
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Gusty, seconded by Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin, and carried unanimously to authorize continuation of the crack-sealing project with AMS [Asphalt Maintenance Solutions, LLC] for 2016 in an amount not to exceed $10,500.
Environmental Advisory Council - Perry Warren
Newtown Common Project
Six firms were contacted about making proposals for the Newtown Common project and two proposals were received.  After review by Ms. Woldorf, the Shade Tree Commission and the EAC, the recommendation is to contract with NAM Planning and Design.  
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously to accept the proposal of NAM Planning and Design, LLC to perform professional landscape services for the Newtown Common project in the amount of $42,219 for professional services, plus up to $2,400 for reimbursable expenses.  
Turkey Vultures
Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin raised a resident's concern about turkey vultures roosting in trees at the Friends Boarding Home and on the Newell's property.  In her research, she discovered that although the birds are harmless, they can damage property by pulling off roof shingles, defecating on sidewalks and breaking tree branches.  Mr. Schmidt investigated and found that there were no open dumpsters at the Boarding Home, so it is unclear what they are feeding on.  He felt that they will probably be gone by spring.  Councillor King felt that wildlife issues are the responsibility of the property owner.
PECO Green Region Grant
President Walker reported that the PECO Green Region Grant lists an opportunity for habitat improvement within municipally owned Open Space and he suggested this might fit the needs for the proposed bird habitat.  It is a matching grant.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor King, seconded by Councillor McDermott, and carried unanimously, to apply for the PECO Green Region Grant.
Personnel Committee - Kevin McDermott
Council is currently looking for two members for the EAC, two for the Human Relations Commission, one for the Shade Tree Commission and 2 members for the Ad Hoc Traffic Committee.
Streets, Lights & Properties - Robert Walker & Chris Gusty
Lighting Project
Councillor Gusty reported that the Preliminary Lighting Audit was received today and a meeting tomorrow night will provide additional information.  Council will need to decide at the Council Meeting on Tuesday whether they wish to proceed with the Investment Grade Audit.  To replace all of the Borough's cobra head fixtures and decorative lighting, the cost would be approximately $65,000.  If 100% of the cost is financed through the program, it would be at a 2.5 % interest rate. The Investment Grade Audit must come within 90% of the Preliminary Audit or there is no cost to the Borough.  If, however, it is within the 90%, then the Borough must move forward with the lighting program or pay for the Investment Grade Audit, which would be approximately $6600. 
Snow Removal Costs
President Walker reported that the recent snowstorm costs were $190,540.  The volume of snow necessitated removal from State Street and 14 other streets in the Borough.  With a total 2016 snow budget of $250,000, only $60,000 remains for the rest of the year. Mr. Walker referred to a "Snow Procedures" article in the Newtown Township newsletter and suggested that the Borough might consider publishing this information to the public.  He also suggested looking at ways to more efficiently remove snow, such as parking on only one side of the street.  Further discussion will take place at next month's Work Session.  Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin asked that consideration be given to removing snow along Washington Avenue, since some residents do not have driveways and business people also park along Washington Avenue.  Ms. Woldorf voiced concern about the corner intersections, particularly at Washington and Lincoln, where snow was plowed into the handicapped ramps and it was difficult to cross the street.  Mayor Swartz noted that it is the responsibility of the homeowner to remove snow on the corners.  Councillor McDermott said that there are some new insurance products, mainly geared toward larger municipalities, charging a higher premium which could assist in offsetting snow removal expenses and he would look into it.
Solicitor's Report - William J. Bolla

Solicitor Bolla prepared an ordinance for a handicapped parking space on South Lincoln Avenue and asked for authority to advertize.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor King, seconded by Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin, and carried unanimously to authorize the Solicitor to advertize an Ordinance designating a handicapped parking space at 339 S. Lincoln Avenue for consideration at the April 6, 2016, Work Session.
Council was asked to pass a Resolution extending the Moratorium on permits for oil and gas operations beyond the existing expiration date of January 1, 2018.  The Solicitor reported that DCNR is conducting a study evaluating the issue, so until that study is complete; he suggested   Council should probably wait to make a decision. 
Old Business
There was no old business.
New Business
President Walker reported that Eric Johnson would like to update Council on the status of the Newtown, Buck County Sewer Authority's interaction with the Bucks County Water and Sewer Authority.  
Mr. Walker also asked if Council, in light of the water issues in Flint, Michigan, would like the Newtown Artesian Water Company to make a presentation regarding the water supply to Newtown Borough.  
Public to be Heard
Ms. Woldorf discussed the contract with NAM for the Newtown Common project and gave a copy to the Solicitor.  She said she would e-mail the contract to the Borough office for Mr. Walker's signature.
Ms. Woldorf asked about the PennDOT TIP program on Newtown-Yardley Road in Newtown Township and whether the Borough would be impacted by the project.  
The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Marcia M. Scull
Borough Secretary
ATTENDEES
Ted Schmidt
Julia & Warren Woldorf
Jeff Werner
Allan Smith
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