Council Work Session
January 2, 2013
Council Chambers
The regular monthly Work Session of Newtown Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 P.M. on Wednesday, January 2, 2013, by President of Council Robert Walker. 
Present were Councillors Auerweck, Burke, King, Machion, Walker and Warren; Mayor O’Brien, Solicitor Bolla and Engineer Canales.  
Amendments to the Agenda

There were no amendments to the agenda.
Public to be Heard
No one wished to be heard at this time.

Engineer’s Report – Mario Canales

Mr. Canales reported that he provided a written report of his review for the resubmitted plans of the State Liquor Store project.  Mr. Canales had comments on the additional requests for waivers, but most of those comments were engineering related rather than planning related.  Mr. Walker said that there might be some controversy related to the Sedia property and variance requests created by the redefining of lot lines.  The Planning Commission will review the new plans at their January 7, 2013, meeting and the Zoning Hearing Board will meet on January 15, 2013, at the Sewer Authority Building to address the variance requests. Council agreed that both the Borough Engineer and the Zoning Officer should attend the Planning Commission meeting. Allan Smith advised Mr. Walker that the State Store lease has not been signed and the process is being re-reviewed by the State Store officials.
Gannet Fleming Act 537 Plan – Robert Walker

Mr. Walker reported that the Borough received the updated Act 537 Plan and gave it to the Newtown Sewer Authority for their review.  The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) must review the plan and Gannet Fleming is responsible for making any modifications or updates that might be required.
Budget & Finance – Robert Walker & Charles Machion
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Walker, seconded by Councillor Machion, and carried unanimously, to accept the Professional Services invoices for the month of November 2012, subject to audit.
Temporary Signs/A-Frame Signs

Mr. Walker referred to the prior discussion of temporary signs at the December Work Session.  Mr. Burke noted that a prototype sign for an A-frame design was to be provided to Planning Commission Chairperson Mark Craig.  Council needs to discuss if they are conceptually supportive of temporary signs.  Mr. Walker suggested Council continuing discussion on the issue at the February Work Session. 
Solicitor’s Report – William J. Bolla
· Weed Ordinance

Mr. Bolla referred to the draft weed ordinance that he e-mailed to Council for review, which included adding a 12” maximum height for grasses and weeds.  Additionally, it provides for notice to property owners, in the event of violation, the ability of the Borough to address the situation and then pass the expense through to the property owner.  Council will consider advertising the ordinance at next week’s Council meeting.
· Newtown Corporation By-Laws

Mr. Bolla reviewed the newly proposed Newtown Corporation by-laws and forwarded financial reports for the Corporation to Council members for their review.  Mr. Burke’s understanding is that Newtown Borough would no longer make appointments to the Corporation and that appointments made by the Corporation would be business owners in the Borough and Township, but the Borough would still be included in Newtown Corporation projects.  Mr. Warren voiced concern about the remaining $8300 funds and felt that the Borough should receive some of those funds.  Additionally, he felt that the Borough should have indemnification from any liability going forward.  Mr. Burke felt that the Borough received more than their share of benefits from the Newtown Corporation and Mr. King expressed the same feeling, saying that the Borough received 5 times its investment from improvements to the downtown area and he does not feel that they should repay any money to the Borough.  Mr. Machion expressed concern that asking for the return of money might create a problem with future relationships between the Borough and the Corporation.  In Mr. Warren’s opinion, the Corporation board members changed from the inception of the Newtown Corporation to after December 2008 and he felt that the focus shifted to Sycamore Street, the Industrial Park and the Newtown Township area.  Mr. Warren said that without the Borough there would never have been a Newtown Corporation or Main Street Program to begin with.  Mr. Burke wants to make a decision and move on and he would agree to request a donation for a Borough project. It was agreed that Mr. Burke and Mr. Warren would make that request and return to Council at the February Work Session.
Old Business

Mr. Burke discussed the Personnel reappointments for 2013 and reminded the liaisons to each committee to check with their members about reappointments. 
Mr. Walker reminded Council that they have until 2014 to make a decision about using the Open Space grant money, as the Borough would lose the ability to use the funds after that time.
New Business
There was no new business at this time.
Public to be Heard
No one wished to be heard at this time.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:32 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Marcia M. Scull

Borough Secretary
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Julia & Warren Woldorf

Ted Schmidt

Jeff Werner
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