Council Work Session
July 6, 2016
Council Chambers
The regular monthly Work Session of Newtown Borough Council was called to order at 5:30 P.M. on Wednesday, July 6, 2016, by President of Council Robert Walker.
Present were Councillors Walker, Grunde-McLaughlin, King, McDermott, Gusty and Warren; Mayor Swartz; Solicitor Bolla; and Engineer Canales.
Amendments to the Agenda 
Public to Be Heard
Resident Judy Bartella of 426 Edgeboro Drive, Patricia McCarron of Newtown, PA, Betty Tatham and Patricia Asby of Holland, PA, and Mitch Federman of Yardley, PA, shared information regarding their opposition to Elcon's interest to build an industrial wastewater treatment plant in the Keystone Industrial Port Complex in Falls Township. Their major concerns include the transportation of toxins, dangerous chemicals being released into the air and the Delaware River, and the affect on drinking water in this densely populated area. In response to President Walker's question regarding neighboring support, it was reported that 4-5 other municipalities have passed resolutions to oppose Elcon. Regarding his second question about the time restrictions for a Council decision, it was reported that Falls Township will be voting after a 4 month review period. 
Steeple View Update – Allan Smith
Allan Smith reported that an agreement was reached with the PA Liquor Control Board to keep the State Store in Newtown Borough. It will relocate into a state-of-the-art facility [at the former Stockburger site], noting that Banana Republic would locate elsewhere in the new development. Other potential new tenants are Ann Taylor and Bluemercury.    Engineer Canales, who was commended for his work, requested that workers be notified not to cut or trim the trees near the building currently being constructed. 
Mayor’s Report – Charles F. Swartz, III
Mayor Swartz announced that the Newtown Antique & Classic Auto Show, sponsored by the Newtown Business Association, will be held this Sunday, July 10, 2016, 10 am to 3 pm on State Street.

Mayor Swartz and President Walker reported on the vacancy of a full-time police officer and the work of the Civil Service Commission. There are 10 applicants receiving a written test at 7 pm on July 7, 2016 at the Newtown Presbyterian Church. Tests will be scored in Harrisburg and the interview process will follow. The top 3 test scorers will be given priority, oral and agility tests will be given, and interviews will be conducted by 3 area Police Chiefs from similar sized municipalities as Newtown Borough. The applications are valid for 2 years, so applicants can be considered again should additional vacancies arise.
The Mayor requested a donation be made to the Newtown Mercantile Group for tree well maintenance.

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously to authorize a $250 contribution towards State Street tree well maintenance 
Engineer’s Report – Mario Canales
Centre Avenue Resurfacing Project

Engineer Canales reported the completion of the project and requested payment to the contractor in the amount of $31,678.00. A motion will be made at next week's Council meeting to authorize payment.
Escrow Release for Steeple View
Mr. Canales reviewed the Steeple View developer's request for Phase I Escrow Release #6 and recommended release of $74,215.00.  A motion will be made at next week's Council meeting for the release.
Budget & Finance – Robert Walker, Chris Gusty & Perry Warren
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Gusty, and carried unanimously to approve the Professional Services Invoices for the month of May 2016.
Recreation Board – Tara Grunde-McLaughlin
Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin reported that the damaged crawl tube at Brian S. Gregg Park is not covered under the Borough's Insurance Policy. The Recreation Board is researching options to replace the crawl tube. They may use the $2,500 from the Gazebo as well as money from ice cream sales and funds set aside for lighting. The lighting project will be addressed at their next meeting. 
Streets, Lights & Properties –Robert Walker & Chris Gusty
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Gusty, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously to authorize payment to Scott's All Seasons for repairs on Penn Street between S. Chancellor and S. Lincoln Streets in the amount of $3,200
Zoning Hearing Board – Tara Grunde-McLaughlin

Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin reported that the Lubavitch Bucks County Mikvah Assn. meeting will be held on July 19, 2016 [at 6:30pm at Borough Hall]. Solicitor Bolla assumes the property at 223 N. State Street will be deemed a house of worship and therefore tax-exempt. The meeting notification was sent out to immediate neighbors on July 5, 2016. Mr. Bolla is formally notifying Borough Council's position [stated at the June Council Meeting] to the Zoning Hearing Board.
Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin reported that Jodi Smith wants to subdivide the property at 516 E. Centre Ave to build a second home. Although Ms. Smith received permission in 2010 to tear down the existing historic home when the Zoning Hearing Board's denial to demolish was overturned, she chose not to proceed with the demolition.  Solicitor Bolla will review and summarize the request. Further discussion will take place at the August Work Session.
Solicitor’s Report – William Bolla
Solicitor Bolla had been on vacation and was unable to meet Councilman King's request to discuss the language on permit applications [regarding demolitions]. He will contact him before next Tuesday. 

Mr. Bolla reported that he had distributed Resolutions to Borough Council from other Bucks County municipalities opposed to the proposed Elcon [Wastewater Treatment Plant]. Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin encouraged fact checking prior to finalizing a Resolution. Councilman Warren provided Secretary Musto with a revised Resolution which he edited; he will fact check, do additional research, and provide further changes. Secretary Musto will send the final document to Solicitor Bolla and Council. Councillor McDermott inquired who, besides Elcon, would be in favor of the proposed development to which Councillor Warren replied; people in favor of construction jobs and employment at the facility, potential customers, and other parties who could financially benefit. Further discussion will take place at the July Council Meeting.
Old Business 
Councillor King reported that he spoke with the Joint Historic Commission which recommended that if Council agreed to change [wording in permit applications regarding demolition], that any change(s) be added as a disclaimer. Solicitor Bolla replied that he and the Zoning Officer share the concern that the verbage being requested does already exist in the permit application. Mr. Bolla recommended further discussion with Councillor King.
President Walker invited Council to join him at a meeting between the Newtown Bucks County Joint Municipal Authority, Bucks County Water & Sewer Authority, and Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP) on July 18, 2016 [at 1:00 PM] in Norristown to discuss the Neshaminy Interceptor Agreement. They are researching an interim solution which is forecasted to cost up to $20 million, affecting all ratepayers in the system.
Lighting Update
Councillor Gusty updated Council on the ongoing lighting project. There should be demos set up by mid-August to observe. The audit should be available on July 26, 2016, in time for discussion at the August Work Session.
New Business
President Walker stated that a filed police report indicated 2 barricades were missing after Movies in the Park. The replacement cost is $360. 

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin, seconded by Councillor McDermott, and carried unanimously to authorize payment of $360 to replace missing plastic barricades for use by the Recreation Board

Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin reported that the yellow paint on the curb between St. Luke's Church and her driveway has peeled and faded. President Walker requested that be painted along with the curb in front of Starbucks.

President Walker requested that all Council members review the new Personnel Policy and advise observations to the Secretary. 

Public to be Heard
No one wished to be heard at this time.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:25 P.M. and followed by an Executive Session.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy S. Musto
Borough Secretary
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