Council Work Session
June 8, 2016
Council Chambers
The regular monthly Work Session of Newtown Borough Council was called to order at 5:30 P.M. on Wednesday, June 8, 2016, by President of Council Robert Walker.
Present were Councillors Walker, Grunde-McLaughlin, King, McDermott, Gusty and Warren; Mayor Swartz; Solicitor Bolla; and Engineer Canales.
Amendments to the Agenda 
William Bolla was moved up in the agenda due to a scheduling conflict with Middletown Township.
Public to Be Heard
Residents Mary Gonzalez and Jane Scopelite of 128 N. Lincoln Avenue shared concerns and information regarding ELCON's attempt to build a hazardous toxic chemical waste facility in the Keystone Industrial Port Complex in Falls Township, in the former US Steel location. They requested that Borough Council review this issue and consider joining Newtown Township which has passed a resolution to support Falls Township's position to oppose construction of this development. A major concern is regarding the transportation of these hazardous waste materials whether they be trucked, or moved by train or barge. Mr. Walker requested that Solicitor Bolla review this issue and also suggested that Council prepare for further discussion at the July Work Session. 

Resident Julia Woldorf provided an update on the Newtown Common project. She reported that the landscape architect will have a design ready to present at the August Work Session. The May 14, 2016 testing of the Newtown Creek event was completed in two locations and documentation of the results were distributed to Council.  Water quality testing of Newtown Creek will be ongoing.
Resident Bob Musto, President of the CRNAA, indicated that Fall Ball tournaments at Pickering Field will be held on the weekends of September 17 & 18 and September 24 & 25, 2016. There will be no more than 8 teams per weekend tournament and the league will work with the local police to enforce parking regulations by communicating with visiting teams.
Solicitor’s Report – William Bolla

The Solicitor discussed the Zoning Hearing Board application filed by Lubavitch Bucks County Mikvah Assn. for the property located at 223 N. State Street. They are requesting a use variance that is not currently permitted in this BR-1 district. There is a non-conforming church across the street. The Glazier Jewish Center held a community meeting and later changed the architectural drawings from a mansard roof to a newer design. Solicitor Bolla previously provided a detailed report to Council which President Walker asked them to review before the June Council meeting. They will then inform Mr. Bolla if they support, take no position, or oppose the application. 
Mayor’s Report – Charles F. Swartz, III
Mayor Swartz thanked the Safety Committee for organizing the Walking Day-Slow Down for Newtown event. He received positive feedback from the merchants and the public. Mayor Swartz and Councillor Walker both commended Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin for her efforts. 
· A motion was duly made by Councillor King, seconded by Councillor McDermott, and carried unanimously to approve the Special Event Application for the Newtown Theatre Community Dinner Fundraiser sponsored by the Newtown Theatre on September 24, 2016, 6P.M. to 10 P.M. 
North State Street will be closed between Jefferson Street and Washington Avenue and the dinner will held on the street. This is a black-tie fundraiser to benefit the Newtown Theatre.
Mayor Swartz announced Officer Colleen Rosenfeld's resignation on June 20th. The Civil Service Commission has been notified and is convening to begin the process of hiring a new full-time officer.  Councillor Walker wants to fill the vacancy in 90 days. 

Engineer’s Report – Mario Canales
· The Centre Avenue project was completed within one week and Engineer Canales received a lot of positive feedback.

· A second inspection was done on Edgeboro Drive and the contractor completed the remaining work by the deadline. The Engineer recommends the release of the maintenance bond which will be on the June Council agenda.

· Regarding the property at 189 N. Chancellor Street, Mr. Canales reported that the  new owners are willing to put in a new red brick sidewalk between his existing hedge and trees in the right of way.
Budget & Finance – Robert Walker, Chris Gusty & Perry Warren
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Gusty, and carried unanimously to approve the Professional Services Invoices for the month of April 2016.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor McDermott, and carried unanimously to approve Escrow Release #5 for Steeple View LP, Phase I, in the amount of $2,225, as recommended by the engineer.
Streets, Lights & Properties –Chris Gusty
· Councillor Gusty reported that we are now waiting for completion of an Investment Grade Audit. It was indicated that an audit may be ready for approval at the July meeting. The goal is to pursue funding in September. Construction is expected to begin sometime this Fall. There will be 3 different demo locations in Middletown, Bucks County featuring various lights and wattages. and 2 different color temperatures.  Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin asked that Council receive notification when the demos are ready.
Traffic Management – Tara Grunde-McLaughlin

· Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin discussed the Traffic Committee's recommendation to use reflective pedestrian crosswalk signs in lieu of the sentinels because they are year-round, reflective, and more visible at night.  
· The first Newtown Walking Day attracted 70 participants. The pedestrian safety message was well publicized in local newspapers, and received numerous views on the Police and Newtown Traffic Safety Facebook pages.  27 participating businesses contributed over $1,000 in raffle basket donations. There is support from the  business community and participants to do this again next year. Although Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin was willing to absorb costs associated with the event, President Walker requested that she submit her expenses for reimbursement.
Old Business
· Councillor King plans to discuss penalties for not obtaining a demolition permit with Zoning Officer Brown.
New Business
· Councillor King voiced concerns regarding the delay in repairing the property located at [246] S. State Street. Mr. Bolla will discuss with Jo-Anne Brown. Councillor Grunde-McLaughlin and residents are worried that the delay in repair could result in further damage and a possible request to demolish the dwelling.  
· President Walker shared the Environmental Advisory Commission's review of the Steeple View Phase II project with Council.
· President Walker reported that there is a broken piece of playgound equipment, [a crawl tube at Brian S. Gregg Park]. He recommended that the $2,500 from the Gazebo donation be used to replace this piece of equipment with further discussion at the July Work Session.
Public to be Heard
No one wished to be heard at this time.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:11 P.M. 
Respectfully submitted,

Judy S. Musto
Borough Secretary
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