Council Meeting

November 12, 2013
Chancellor Center
President Robert Walker called the regular semi-monthly meeting of Newtown Borough Council to order at 7:00 P.M. on Tuesday, November 12, 2013.  Mr. Walker asked those in attendance to join him in a moment of silence, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Present:  Councillors Auerweck, Burke, King, Machion, Walker and Warren; and Mayor O’Brien. Solicitor Bolla was excused.
Mr. Walker announced that Council held an Executive Session prior to the meeting for discussion of Litigation.

Mayor’s Report
· Police Report for October
Mayor O’Brien presented the police report for October
· Special Event Reminders
Annual Holiday House Tour – December 7, 2013

Newtown Holiday Parade – December 8, 2014 from 2-3:30 P.M.

        Police Chief’s 2014 Contract

        Mayor O’Brien reported that Council received the Police Chief’s signed contract and
        it requires the signature of Council President.

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to authorize the President of Council to sign the Police Chief’s 2014 Police Contract.

Amendments to the Agenda
There were no amendments to the agenda
Public to be Heard
Several young members of the Council Rock Coalition for Healthy Youth asked Council to consider a policy or ordinance prohibiting smoking on the Borough playing fields and parks.  The young women were concerned about second hand smoke and the litter created by the cigarette butts and its effect on children who inhale the smoke or pick up the cigarette butts while playing.  Mr. Walker asked if other local municipalities had sample ordinances and suggested forwarding copies of them to the Borough Secretary for Council to review and consider.
Certificates of Appropriateness

· A motion was duly made by Councillor King, seconded by Councillor Machion, and carried unanimously, to follow the recommendation of the Historic Architectural Review Board and direct President of Council to sign the following Certificates of Appropriateness, thereby approving the historical appropriateness of the application, with final approval by the Code Enforcement Officer. 

COA 2013-018- H Applicants: David & Galina Witchell, 18 S. State Street, 25 South Essentials
The applicants were seeking a Certificate of Appropriateness for revised plans, tabled 8/28/13, for the installation of a hanging sign and a wall sign for 25 South Essentials retail store. It was noted that the curves on the side would match the radius of the existing bracket.
COA 2013-020-H
 Applicants:  David & Galina Witchell, 23 S. State Street, 25 South Denim

The applicants were seeking a Certificate of Appropriateness for the installation of signs and light fixtures for the 25 South Denim retail store, noting that the hanging pendant light at the front door would match the proposed lighting (Option A.)
COA 2013-021-H
Residents Jim & Karen Waitkus, 201 Penn Street
The applicants were seeking a Certificate of Appropriateness for the replacement of a fence and gate.
COA 2013-023-H
Applicant:  Richard Walker, 113 S. Congress, Abodney residence
The applicant was seeking a Certificate of Appropriateness for an addition at the rear of the house, noting that the windows would be aluminum clad, and that the materials in the rear were not visible and therefore not reviewed.
COA 2013-024-H 
Applicant:  Lisa Bonner, 156 N. State Street, The Hair Lounge
The applicant was seeking a Certificate of Appropriateness for a wall sign and a freestanding sign for The Hair Lounge, as proposed in Option B, for a carved and painted wood sign.
Presentation of Minutes
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor Burke, and approved unanimously, to approve the October 2, 2013, Work Session minutes.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Warren, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to approve the October 8, 2013, Council Minutes.
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to approve the October 24, 2013, Special Work Session Minutes.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Budget & Finance – Robert Walker & Charles Machion
Consolidated Report

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor Burke, and carried unanimously, to accept, subject to audit, the consolidated expenditure report for the month of October 2013 totaling $132,728.92. 
Year 2014 Proposed Budget

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to direct the Secretary to advertise the Year 2014 Proposed Budget of $2,470,841.
Year 2014 Tax Rate Ordinance
· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to direct the Secretary to advertise an Ordinance setting the Tax Rate for Year 2014 as follows:  General Fund 6.25 Mills; Lighting Fund .5 Mills; Fire Tax Fund .875 Mills; Street Improvement Fund 1.125 Mills; Ambulance Fund .25 Mills; Earned Income Tax @1%; Realty Transfer Tax @ 1%; and Local Services Tax @ $52.00.

Year 2014 Tax Ordinance Fixing Salaries

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Machion, seconded by Councillor King, and carried unanimously, to advertise an Ordinance Fixing Salaries and other compensation for elected tax collector, auditor and Council appointees for Year 2014.
2013 Fee Schedule
Mr. Walker explained that the Police Chief would begin selling parking permits at the beginning of December; therefore, the request to increase the parking permit fee must be approved before then.

· A motion was duly made by Councillor Burke, seconded by Councillor Auerweck, and carried unanimously, to approve Resolution 11-12-13 amending the 2013 Fee Schedule to raise the permit-parking fee to $130 annually.
Solicitor’s Report – William Bolla
There was no Solicitor’s report.
Old Business
Mr. Warren announced an Environmental Advisory Council meeting to discuss possible Open Space acquisition for the Borough on November 19, 2013, at 7 P.M. at Borough Hall.  He encouraged the public to attend and share ideas.

New Business
There was no new business.

Public to be Heard 
There was no one who wished to be heard at this time.
The meeting adjourned at 7:25 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Marcia M. Scull

Borough Secretary
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